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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

April 7            Program – 7 pm 
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 

 
April 16        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
May 21       Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
May 25    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 

Oh, how I like the changing of the seasons.  Spring into 
summer, summer into winter, and that was just last week!  
We have certainly had a wacky winter and it’s hard to believe 
it’s almost over.  I wonder what spring will be like. 
 
Not a lot of news to share but here goes.  For those of you 
unable to attend our last general meeting, the presentation 
on the Barona Band of Mission Indians was fantastic despite 
21st century technical problems (hooking up the laptop to the 
digital projector and getting them to play).  Cheryl Hinton, the 
Executive Director of the Barona Cultural Center (and a 
college classmate of mine) gave everyone in attendance a 
new perspective on the history and culture of the Barona 
people. 
 
Last month the Society’s Board once again submitted a 
proposal for a San Diego County Community Enhancement 
Grant (CEG), which we were not awarded last year.  This 
year’s request is primarily to cover the cost of buying and 
installing a wheelchair accessible drinking fountain, as well 
as funds to partially off-set some of our operational costs.  
The ADA water fountain would be installed along the edge of 
our raised pathway near the restrooms. 
 
Last of all, at a Spring Valley Revitalization Committee 
meeting held March 9th, First Lady Pat Case distributed flyers 
encouraging people to participate in developing a display for 
our museum on life in Spring Valley during the 1940s.  
Anyone who has memories or memorabilia of that era, 
whether you grew up in Spring Valley or moved here later, is 
invited to contact the Society to share their experiences.  Do 
you have a memory or family story you would like to share?  
Just let us know.  Do you have experience or ideas on how 
an exhibit is put together?  It will take a committee to launch 
this exhibit and we welcome your participation.  In the 
meantime, I hope to see you at the April general meeting. 
 

– Rob Case 

APRIL 7th PROGRAM 
 

Early La Mesa: 
From Settlement to Incorporation 

by Jim Newland 
 
Our April program should be an interesting 
presentation on the history of the origins of 
today's city of La Mesa and its surrounding 
environs, including the Ex-Mission Rancho, 
Allison Springs, La Mesa townsite, Spring 
Valley, Lemon Grove, Grossmont/Helix, 
and some of the pioneering history they all 
share.   
 
Jim Newland is a La Mesa resident and 
currently their historical society’s Vice-
president.  Jim is the supervising historian 
and project manager with California State 
Parks.  He is also a member of La Mesa’s 
Centennial Committee and author of the 
2010 Images of America: La Mesa pictorial 
book (books will be available for purchase 
at the program).  Mr. Newland previously 
compiled an Images of America book on 
the Cleveland National Forest. 

 

See you there! 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs OPEN 

Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 

Curatorial  Vic Baker 

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN 

Hospitality Mary Polk & Jackie Lindenau 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1

st
 Sat. 

of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3

rd
 Monday of 

every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Sponsors of this publication can use their 
contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number 
is 237317982. 

Plants for Sale 

Come on by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take 
more potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   
 

Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.  Just ask Jim, 
if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

 Spring time in Spring Valley.  Is there a song or ballad about 
Spring Valley?  There are a couple of poems, but I do not know if 
there is a song.  Sounds like a good idea for someone to create.  
The “Spring is here” theme rolled in with a nice rain.  All the 
gardens here are alive and doing well.  The yard in front of the 
adobe is still just dirt . . . five years now, no weeds or anything is 
growing.  The mystery spray that was used to kill the weeds sure 
did a good job.  Though some people like the “dirt only” look, I 
have my own opinion; if asked, I'll tell ya. 
 Come April, we have the two book clubs that meet here on the 
first Monday and third Monday, both at 9:30 a.m.  One the first 
Wednesday, the Spring Valley Woman’s Club Board meets here 
at 9 a.m.  The month of May gets a little busy here.  On May 2

nd
 

the Spring Valley Woman’s Club Board meets here again, at 9 
a.m.  The San Diego Braille Club will be having a lunch and tour 
here on May 4 at 11 a.m.  The Victorian Ladies Society will have 
a workshop on Sat. May 5, from 9 a.m. to 12:30.   
 May 5

th
 is also H. H. Bancroft’s birthday; he was born in 1832 

(see page 5).  Where’s the cake?  Of course the same day is 
“Cinco De Mayo” - a Mexican celebration held in the town of 
Puebla, Mexico commemorating the victory of the out-numbered 
Mexican army over the French army, at a battle held in 1862.  
Here in the U.S. it is a day of many festivities that include eating 
Mexican food, dancing, and consumption of adult beverages by 
many people (Mexico’s actual Independence Day is celebrated on 
Sept. 16). 
 Also in May is our World Famous Rummage Sale on the 18th 
& 19th - WOW !!!!  You don’t want to miss it.  Bring your rummage 
here to donate by the end of April, if you can (see pages 3 & 7). 
 The fire hydrant project is still moving forward.  The start date 
has been moved ahead.  Still more details to work through with 
the Helix Water District, contractor, and County Public Works 
Dept. 
 Barnyard News Flash: Guard dog Petey has located a couple 
of resident sitting hens.  We’re looking forward to seeing the little 
chickadees parading around soon.  Ahhhh, spring is in the air!  
More to come… 

 

Hope to see you at our next pot-luck.   
 

Yours faithfully,  

Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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Mark Your Calendar for Our  
Annual RUMMAGE SALE 

Sat. May 19th • 8 am - 4 pm 
Sun. May 20th • 8 am - 12 pm 

 

This is one of our major fund-raisers we hold to raise 

money for the museum maintenance and keeping 
our society going.  So we really need the help of 

some strong workers to set up tables as well as help 
with pricing items prior to the sale on Fri. May 18 - 
so come on down any time after 9 am.  And we 

really need help with selling on Sat. & Sun.  
Please sign up for a 1 (or more) hour shift at our 

April 7th meeting or offer to help by calling 619-469-
1480.  Thank you for your help! 
 

We still need more donations of good items - 
something you would want to buy.  Please don’t 

drop off useless/broken items that should be put in 
the trash instead; and no shoes. This adds extra 
burden on Jim. 

 
The sale is held in front of our Bancroft Ranch 
Museum, located at the end of Memory Lane, just 
3/10 mile south from Hwy 94 (East), off the Bancroft 

Dr. exit.  Tell your friends to come on by.  There will 
be plenty of bargains and friendly atmosphere 
 
For those who donate items, please see the donation receipt on page 7, for your 

2012 tax deduction use. 

We NEED you to 
serve on 

the SVHS Board 
 

✭ Elections are in June ✭ 
 

Let us know what position you would 
like to serve as: 

President, Programs (1st VP),  
Ways & Means (2nd VP), Secretary or 

Treasurer 

 
The election of the above officers will be held at 
our June 2nd meeting.  Other non-elected 
positions include Membership, Historian, and 
Publicity.  Now is the time to consider helping 
your society by serving on the Board.  The 
current elected Board officers are the same 
three people who have served the Society for 
over five years now.  With 100 local members - 
80 of you in the immediate area - we should be 
able to get more of you to serve on the Board.  
We need your help - to keep things running. 
 
Board meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month, at 7 pm in the museum Annex 
building, and generally last about 1 to 1.5 hours.  
PLEASE offer your services, in any capacity, to 
help keep the society going - to preserve our 
community history. 
 
Call a board member (see page 2) to become a 
nominee. 

SVHS Needs YOU as a  
Museum Docent 

 
Your Society needs docents to give tours at 
our museum.  If you enjoy making history 
come alive, please offer your services as a 
docent to give tours at the Bancroft Ranch 
adobe during visiting hours (Fri.-Sun. 1-4 pm).  
Caretaker Jim will provide you with 
information to learn about the history of our 
149-year old adobe, etc.  Please help even if 
it’s only one day a month. 

Spring Valley  
During the War Years 1941-1946 

 Help Create Our Museum Display  
 
What was life like for those of you who lived through the 
war years?  We hope members will share their memories to 
develop a display for our museum of written accounts and 
photographs of people’s experiences.  We also would like 
to have oral histories.  Please help make this display a 
reality.  Younger members can interview family and friends 
that lived during these time periods – before these 
memories are lost.  Gather up old photographs and objects 
from those decades to loan for our display; or loan 
photographs to be scanned.   
 
Please e-mail photo files, stories, or a list of items you have 
that we might use for displaying, to Pat Case at: e-mail: 
case619@cox.net  or contact her at (619) 462-7928. 
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Manzanita High Mountain Rendezvous 
May 3-6 & May 10-12 

8 am – 6 pm 
Lake Morena 

 

Visit a pre-1840 North American fur 

trade encampment and see history come 
alive among the tepees, old tents, and 

presenters in period clothing.  There will 
be prize drawings, kids' games 

(Saturdays), and competitions in rifle, 
pistol, shotgun, smoothbore 

(muzzleloader), tomahawk and knife, 

primitive bow, and fire starting to watch.  
Meet the 1997-2005 Stake Shoot 

champions (team).  For more info, 
contact 'Smitty' at 760-745-2927 or see  

http://manzinita.homestead.com/ 
 

Fun for the whole family!  Visitor fee is 

$4; children 10 and under are free 
(discounts for Scout groups and military 

in uniform); no pets allowed. 
 

Directions: Exit I-8 at Buckman Springs 

Rd. (Exit 51).  Go south for 3.25 mi. 
passing Mt. Empire High School and a 

Forest Service facility.  Turn right after 
sign for Corral Canyon OHV area onto 

Corral Canyon Rd. (Morena Stokes Valley 
Rd.) and continue 1.5 mi.  Turn left and 

go to the North Shore camp ground of 

Lake Morena.   

Images of America: La Mesa 
 
While two books on La Mesa  
have been published:  
“La Mesa - A Brief History:  
A Bicentennial Salute 1976”  
and “La Mesa through  
the Years,” Jim Newland’s  
Arcadia book focuses more 
on the overall history not  
just the movers and shakers  
of the town.   
 
 
“This is the best single compendium of La Mesa 
history together with pictures,” Gordon Jones, a past 
president of the La Mesa Historical Society, 
commented about the book.  Many of the 
photographs in the book have never been published 
so most people have not seen them.  Jones added 
that Mr. Newland “writes well and concisely, without 
a lot of wasted words.”  Mr. Newland had over 2,500 
images to choose from to compile his 128-page 
book.  The book shows readers why 100-year old La 
Mesa is referred to as the “Jewel of the Hills.” 
 
Jim will have copies available for purchase ($22) at 
our April 7th program.  All proceeds are donated to 
the La Mesa Historical Society. 
 

 

La Mesa Historical Society Museum 
 
The historical society’s Rev. Henry A. McKinney 
House museum is a 1908-built historical 
landmark.  The museum is open 1-4pm on the 2nd 
& 4th Sat. of every month.  Their archives room 
is open to the public for research from 1-4 pm 
on Sat.  Call 619-466-0197 for more info or 

http://lamesahistoricalsociety.com 
 

La Mesa in 1897, consisting of a school, packing house, and a 
handful of houses.  Mt. Nebo is at the left, in background.  The road 

bisecting the town seems to be where University Ave. runs today (?). 
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Another photo of La Mesa, taken ten years after the photo on page 4.  The 
“original” caption* read “Mt. Nebo is still rather bare – but traffic is beginning to 
rear its ugly head.”  Ha ha. 
 
* Both images are from the “The Fiftieth Year” by Charles V. Birkett, in the 1962 
San Diego Historical Society Quarterly Vol. 8, No. 4, and were attributed to the 
Title Insurance Co. (their historic photo collection is now held at the San Diego 
History Center).  The article is actually about El Cajon, which also is celebrating 
their centennial year this year. 

Milk Bottle Exhibit at Knox House 
 

A new exhibit at the El Cajon Historical 

Society’s Knox House museum titled 

Shards, Archaeology Tools & Milk 
Bottles? opens on April 7th.  Milk bottle 

fragments dug up during a 1992 Main 

Street Redevelopment project from a 

privy on the site of the long-gone Corona 

Hotel are on display, along with typical 

archaeology digging tools.  Also on 

exhibit are milk bottles from El Cajon 

dairies including a one-of-a-kind H. S. 

Stacy Dairy pint bottle.  The society’s 

Spring Quarterly Meeting will be an 

associated program by the County’s two 

top collectors of local milk bottles (see 
notice on page 6). 

 

The Museum, located at 280 N. Magnolia 

Avenue, in El Cajon, is open on the 1st, 

2nd, and 3rd Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m.  For more info: 619.444.3800 or e-

mail:  info@elcajonhistory.org 

 

Happy Birthday H. H. Bancroft! 
 

 Hubert Howe Bancroft was born May 5, 1832 in 

Granville Ohio.  He came to Sacramento, California in April 

1852.  The photo at left is a young Hubert, ca. 1852; at 

right, with his first daughter, Kate, ca. 1870.  Kate’s 

mother died in 1869.  Bancroft remarried in 1876, having 

four more children: Paul, Griffing, Philip, and Lucy.   

 Bancroft purchased Rufus Porter’s Spring Valley 

property in 1885 and developed what he called “Helix 

Farms” that, by 1910, was one of the largest olive 

orchards in southern California covering 200 acres.  In 

1897, Bancroft published an illustrated pamphlet 

promoting his olive crop titled Where Grow the Best 

Olives?   

 He died in Walnut Creek, Calif., on March 2nd in 1918. 

 

 
 
 

 

Bancroft, in later years, after bushy sideburns (minus 
chin hair) were made popular by Civil War Gen. Ambrose 
Burnside.  A smooth face became the popular trend on 
men by 1910. 
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◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Lakeside Historical Society’s Annual 

Western Days Breakfast 
Sat. April 21 • 7 - 11 am 

 

In conjunction with the Lakeside Rodeo and 48th 
Annual Western Days Parade, enjoy a rib-
sticking breakfast of ham, eggs, hasbrowns, 
biscuits with sausage gravy, accompanied by 
coffee & juice (cocoa and milk for kids) held at 
the Olde Community Church located at 9906 
Maine Ave., Lakeside.   
 

Still only $5.00 per person 
 

A Craft Sale and Bake Sale will be going on in 
the courtyard along Maine Ave. (in view of the 
Western Days parade that begins at 9:30 am). 
 
For info call: 619-561-1886.  Their museum 
next door is open Sat. 11 am - 3 pm. 

El Cajon Historical Society 

Spring Quarterly Meeting 
Thurs. April 19th 11:30 am 

held at 
Jamacha Bar & Grille 

777 Jamacha Rd., El Cajon 
 

San Diego’s Antique Milk Bottles* 
by Ken Gallo & Frank Pekarek 

 
The cost to attend is $15.00 that includes 
meal, beverage (not including wine or 
beer), dessert, and tax & tip. 
 
Socializing begins at 11:30 am, lunch at 
noon, program at 12:45 pm.  Reservations 
are a MUST. Tickets must be paid for in 
advance.  For info: 619-444-3800. 
 
* See exhibit notice on page 5 

Daring, Delightful & Determined Women: 
A Day with the Ladies of Old Town 

9th Annual Ladies Day in Old Town 
Sat. June 2  •  11 – 4 pm 

 

This free event celebrates the everyday life 

skills, creative past times, and daily work 
chores of women who lived in early San 

Diego from 1821 to 1872. 
There will be living history demonstrations 

of basket weaving, lace-making, crocheting, 
and letter writing, along with a variety of 

19th century games and crafts.  The event 

will showcase historic hair styling 
demonstrations for women of all ages to 

experience. 
A Hat Contest will be held at 2 pm.  You can 

help hand-crank ice cream for a sweet treat.   
Musical entertainment will be provided by 

Los Californios, accompanied by historic 
dancers. 

Parking is available in the Taylor St. 
Caltrans lot. 

More info at 619-220-5422 or: 
www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego 

 

San Diego History Center Exhibit 

Tuna! Celebrating San Diego’s  

Famous Fishing Industry 
April 21 – Dec. 30 

1649 El Prado, Suite 3, Balboa Park 
 

The History Center ‘s exhibit honors the rich 
history of the tuna industry in San Diego – 
one of the largest industries here in the mid-
20th century.  The business involved Italian, 
Portuguese and Japanese families that 
formed enclaves around San Diego Bay, which 
contributed to the creation of waterfront 
communities such as Little Italy and Point 
Loma.   
The opening reception of this interactive 
exhibit will be April 20th from 5 – 7 pm.  . 
 

Call 619-232-6203 for more info or visit 
their website: www.sandiegohistory.org/tuna 
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Bancroft Ranch House Museum     •    Built in 1863 
 

9050 Memory Lane  •  P O Box 142  • Spring Valley CA   91976 
619-469-1480  •  e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE DONATION RECEIPT 
 
Date: _________________________ 

Donor Name: ______________________ Address: __________________________________________ 

Donation value: _______________________ 

Donated items: ______________________________________________________________________      

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Spring Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax ID # 237317982 

Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law. 
 

Please Retain for your Tax Records 
Thank you for your Support 

For those of you who have donated items for our May rummage sale, above is a receipt form for your 2012 tax records.  
Please list a fair market value of your donation and keep the receipt for your records. 

Petey’s Post 

 
Hello to all my fans out there! 
 
 Thanks for all the treats I have been receiving.  
Had a nice visit with my friend Penny.  She 
brought a new dog friend over on Sat.  His name 
is Tito.  Tito was surprised by the resident 
chickens.  We all had fun. 
 The visitor that arrived that day was asking my 
buddy Jim about a railroad that was going to 
come through Spring Valley around 1882-1883, 
“not far from here, to the west,” he said, pointing 
to the area.  Jim told him the local farmers had 
"railroad fever" at that time, which brought about 
a lot of excitement.  Jim went on to say that “a 
fella in National City, by the name of Frank 
Kimball, had visited Captain Porter here, and had 
made some plans.  About that time another visitor 
showed up and the bunch of them went into the 
old adobe, and I could hear my buddy inviting 
them to look at some books.  He likes to show 
everyone such stuff. 

everyone such stuff.  No one had any treats for 
me, so I found my favorite spot to take a short 
snooze. 
 Well, come by and give me a scratch or a 
treat.  You'll find me on the cool floor of the old 
adobe 
 
Note: the closest a railroad line got to Spring Valley  
was the northern end of the National City & Otay Railway 
that went to the Sweetwater Dam and La Presa, at the south 
end of Spring Valley. 

 

 



SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P O BOX 142 
SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
   e-mail: _____________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   ) ________________    

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    

 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Don’t miss our sure to be 
interesting April 7th program 
on the history of our neighbor 
La Mesa and surrounding areas. 


