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From the President’s Desk . . .
Well, spring has finally arrived to replace the summer-like
weather we’ve been experiencing. If anyone out there knows
a good rain dance, please feel to begin at any time. Seriously,
with water conservation measures sure to be enacted, Spring
Valley might revert to the way it looked 100 years ago – brown
and yellow vegetation most of the year just like in our old
photographs.
I am really looking forward to our April meeting with special
guest speaker Kim Bancroft. She will read excerpts from her
newly published book – an abridged version, for the modern
reader of her great-great-grandfather’s Hubert Howe Bancroft’s
volume 39 – Literary Industries: Chasing a Vanishing West.
Copies of her book will be available for purchase, and Kim will
graciously sign your copy should you desire.
The following Saturday, April 12th, we will be holding an
Open House at the adobe, from 1 to 3 PM – in hopes of
introducing more of our “neighbors” to our museum and the
history it holds. We would like to get the word out to the entire
community so be sure to let your friends and neighbors know.
Light refreshments will be served.
Our annual Rummage Sale will be held on May 17-18.
We are looking for some able-bodied volunteers (aka strong,
younger people) to help set up on Friday, May 16th, starting
around 9 AM. Set up involves cleaning of tables (probably
done on Thurs.; please check with Jim), arranging tables in the
driveway area, and hauling out the rummage from storage.
We also need help with pricing items and setting them out for
the following day. Additional volunteers to work at the sale on
Saturday and/or Sunday would also be greatly appreciated, as
well as help with clean-up on Sunday afternoon. Jim informs
me that we have received a lot of really good donations, but
your contribution of more gently used clothes, appliances,
games, sports equipment, furniture or whatever will make the
sale even more successful. So now is the time to clean out
your closets and garage (but not broken junk, please).
Remember, this is the single largest fundraiser we put on each
year – so let’s make this the best one ever.
In the meantime, I’m going to wash my cars and do my rain
dance. We’ll see if it does any good by the time of the April
meeting. Pat and I hope to see you there.
Yours truly, Rob Case

APRIL 5th PROGRAM
Literary Industries:
Chasing a Vanishing West

An Abridged Edition of Bancroft’s Autobiography
Hubert
Howe
Bancroft’s
great-greatgranddaughter Kim Bancroft will present an
entertaining presentation on her recently
published abridged version of “HH’s” Literary
Industries, Bancroft’s 800-page auto-biography
and 39th volume in his history of the American
West series. Copies of her 240-page edition will
be available for purchase.
A longtime teacher, Kim
has become an editor
and writer now living in a
small cabin within a
redwood
forest
in
northern California.

See you there!
Read her blog, “Urban Woman’s Guide Back to the
Land,” here:
www.urbanwomanbacktoland.blogspot.com/

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Apr. 5


Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

April 12 OPEN HOUSE 1–3 pm 

Apr. 21
 May

Board meeting – 7 pm
17-18 RUMMAGE SALE 

May 19

Board meeting – 7 pm

May 28

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
NEEDED
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
Vol. 15, No. 5

Caretaker’s Corner
Hope all that read this fine newsletter are doing well. Winter
did not seem to show us much here; it kind of forgot about this
area. My relatives in Illinois really wish winter would stop. The
Mini-winter here did not bring our needed rain, but I have hopes
for April showers and of course the thought of an El Niño. So,
Spring has Sprung here in Spring Valley. Flowers a-bloom, little
chickies appear in parade behind mama hens; but also, not so
invited four-legged critters like skunks, squirrels, and possums
appear here on Memory Lane. Making melodies on Memory
Lane.
Groups and tours continue coming here, enjoying the use of
and hospitality of our museum grounds. The Las Doñas Past
Presidents’ (of Woman’s Clubs) group, hosted by our 1st V.P.
Kathy Viessman-Heath, will meet here Tues., April 1 at 9:30 am
for its last time. The following day, the Spring Valley Woman’s
Club Board meets in our Annex at 9 am. On the third Monday,
April 21 at 9:30 am, the Bancroft Book Club meets here.
Fire hydrant project is slowly, steadily moving forward. Project
work parties* here are in the planning stage. Rummage for our
annual sale is coming in from as far away as Henderson, Nevada;
wow! Members Lee and Phyllis Bourdeau, passing through on a
visit, dropped off some rummage. I was able to chat with them
while we all enjoyed a swim at the La Mesa pool.
SVHS member Doris Alexandros, daughter of former
members Bob and Irene Bentley, was so kind to donate a
panoramic photograph to our archive collection. The photo is of
students and teachers of La Mesa Grammar School, in 1935. The
photograph has the teachers and students on the lower half of the
photograph and the top half is a panoramic shot of downtown La
Mesa. Bob Bentley, Spring Valley resident for 67 years, is a
student in the photograph; his mother, Mildred Moran, was a
charter member of SVHS. Bob is a Pearl Harbor Survivor veteran;
he had a tool sharpening business on Lamar St. here in Spring
Valley. So many stories, so little time. Drop by the old adobe to
hear some.
Barnyard News Flash: Security Dog Petey has been working
overtime with all the activity. New chicks have mama hens acackling, avoiding uninvited visitors. Staff here encouraging guard
dog Petey to slow down his courageous protection of the
barnyard. He has earned time off and a vacation day at a local
canine spa. Meanwhile, Spring is here. Enjoy!
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur
* Editor’s note: members are always needed to assist with these projects;
Jim can use your help.
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Spring Valley in the 1950s

SVHS NOTICES

Your Memories Needed for New Display
Many of you SVHS members lived in our
community during the 1950s – so we need your
memories of how things where back then,
including what stores and businesses were in
existence in your neighborhood, games you
played as a child, whatever comes to your mind.
Old photographs would be great too - we will
scan and return them. And if you have any
items that you could loan to us for the display,
that would help too.
Please contact Curator Pat Case if you have
items to share or need help with composing your
story. She will gladly interview you to write up
the history you remember. Your recollections
may seem mundane to you, but younger people
these days have no idea of how things were over
50 years ago.
E-mail your stories, photographs, or a list of
items to loan for displaying to Pat Case:
case619@cox.net
or phone her to make
arrangements to pick up items (619) 462-7928.

SVHS OPEN HOUSE
Sat. April 12 • 1-3 pm
Tell your neighbors, your friends, and family
members, to come see our museum during our
first annual Open House.
We want more
community members to know about our
museum, and become aware of the history
surrounding their neighborhood.

DONATIONS:
Donations of any amount help preserve our local
history by keeping the museum running and are
greatly appreciated! .
THANK YOU:
To the volunteers at the Case’s (Pat, Rob, Mary
Serr, etc.) house who folded, stamped, addressed,
and mailed the February/March Bulletin issue
(because the Editor was too busy).
WANTED:
Our Garden Shop is in need of your second-hand
plant pots for our volunteers to get some new
startings planted to increase our nursery inventory.
Any size pot appreciated.
DOCENTS NEEDED:
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help is
needed with giving tours of our museum and
grounds. Jim shouldn’t be expected to carry this
burden all himself. Drop by some time and learn
the tour spiel from Jim. Then start giving tours
during our visiting hours. Even if you can only
commit to one Sat. or Sun. each month, your help
will be greatly appreciated. Give Jim a call if you
can help (619-469-1480).
HELP NEEDED:
Caretaker Jim has been keeping things Going here
for over 36 years and could use the help of ablebodied volunteers. Please give him a call.

Refreshments will be served. 

Membership News
We thank all of you who have continued to
support your historical society by renewing
your dues. Please encourage your friends,
neighbors, and family members who are
interested in history to join SVHS too!.
Thank you!
Carol Serr
Membership Chair
Spring Valley Historical Society

Raffle Items Needed
for Our SVHS Meetings
If you received a present during the holidays that is
not to your liking or you have no use for, please
consider donating it to SVHS as a raffle item. Let
our Raffle Organizer Dolores know or simply bring
it (wrapped, if possible) to the next meeting.
Every donation helps towards raising funds for
Your society. Thank you!
-3-
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Manzanita High Mountain Rendezvous
May 2-4 & May 9-10
10 am – 5 pm
Northcote Ranch, Lake Morena
Visit a pre-1840 North American fur
trade encampment and see history come
alive among the tepees, old tents, and
presenters in period clothing. There will
be
prize
drawings,
kids'
games
(Saturdays), and competitions in rifle,
pistol,
shotgun,
smoothbore
(muzzleloader), tomahawk and knife,
primitive bow, and fire starting to watch.
Meet the 1997-2005 Stake Shoot
champions (team).
For more info,
contact 'Smitty' at 760-745-2927 or see
http://manzinita.homestead.com/
Fun for the whole family! Visitor fee is
$5; children 10 and under are free
(Scouts in uniform Free; military with ID
Free); no pets allowed.
Directions: Exit I-8 at Buckman Springs Rd.
(Exit 51). Go south for 5.3 mi. Turn right
on Oak Dr. Go 1.3 mi., turn left on Molchan
Dr. (at gas station); go 0.3 mi to Stop sign
at “T” intersection with Lake Morena Dr.
Turn left, go 15 yds then turn immediately
Right at 2402 Lake Morena Dr.

Vol. 15, No. 5

Save Our Heritage Organisation’s

Warner-Carrillo Stagecoach Rides
Sunday May 4 • 12-3 pm
29181 San Felipe Road
(aka S2; 0.5 mi. east of Hwy 79)
Warner Springs

Take advantage of this rare opportunity to ride in an
authentic stagecoach on the same route that passengers
rode along 100 years ago! The 45 min. round trip to the
adobe ruins of the Kimball Wilson Store begins at the
newly restored Warner-Carrillo Ranch House – now a
museum (see photo below). Before or after the ride,
enjoy a guided tour of the museum. The ranch house
was built in 1857 and served as the Butterfield Stage Stop
on the overland trail.
Bring a lunch to enjoy on the verandah.
home, stop at SOHO’s restored 1884
General Store (open 11am-5pm) at the
Hwys 78 & 79 (and across Hwy 78
Bakery!).

On your drive
Santa Ysabel
crossroads of
from Dudley’s

SOHO Members $20 • Non-members $25
Tickets must be purchased in Advance
Call 619-297-9327; see website for more details
http://www.sohosandiego.org/main/event_stage050414.htm
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At left, our April speaker,
Kim Bancroft, dressed in
Victorian period clothing,
portraying her great-greatgrandmother Matilda – taken
in front of the Bancroft
Library, U.C., Berkeley.
Matilda Coley Griffing was
Hubert Bancroft’s second
wife. They married in 1876.
Together, they had four
children, Paul, Griffing, Philip,
and Lucy. Kim is Paul’s
great-granddaughter.

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
Visitor Center - April 5-6, 2014
Borrego Springs, California

Your HELP Needed for Our

Archaeology Weekend Events Schedule
Sat. April 5

Annual RUMMAGE SALE
Sat. May 17th • 8 am - 4 pm
Sun. May 18th • 8 am - 12 pm

9-4:30 Silent Auction – at the Begole
Archaeological Research Center. Winning bids
announced 5:00 pm. (winners need not be present)
10-4:00 Native American Basket and Pottery
Display and Demonstrations (craft items for sale)
9:30 - 4 Tours of the Archaeology Lab – leaving
from Visitor Center approximately every half hour
10-4
Pottery Making Demonstration & Kids
Activities (clay available for spectator participation)
4:30-5:30 Free Ice Cream Social at the Begole
Archaeological Research Center patio area.
Plus informative lectures every hour, from 10-4.
Sunday will also have the same demonstrations as
Sat., but only two lectures (from 10am-12pm).
There are also two hiking trips on Sun. that
participants must pre-register for and pay a $5 fee.
Visit either: Clark Lake Petroglyphs (8:30am-1pm)
or Piedras Grandes (9am-3:30pm).
See this website for more info:
//theabf.org/event/archaeology_and_history/11th_an
nual_archaeology_weekend
Spring Valley Historical Society

This is our major fund-raiser to raise money for
the museum maintenance and keeping our society
going. So we really need the help of some strong
workers to set up tables & haul boxes, and others
to help with pricing items prior to the sale - on Fri.
May 16 - so come on down any time after 9 am.
And we really need help with selling on Sat. &
Sun. Please sign up for a 1 (or more) hour shift at
our April 5th meeting or offer to help by calling 619469-1480. Thank you for your help!
We still need more donations* of good items something you would want to buy. Please don’t
drop off useless/broken items that should be put in
the trash instead; and no shoes. Such trash adds
extra burden on Jim.
The sale is held in front of our Bancroft Ranch
Museum, located at the end of Memory Lane, just
3/10 mile south from Hwy 94 (East), off the
Bancroft Dr. exit. Tell your friends to come on by.
There will be plenty of bargains and friendly
atmosphere.
* For those who donate items, please see the donation receipt on page 7, for
your 2014 tax deduction use.
-5-
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  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  

Alpine Historical Society Meeting
Sun. April 13, 2014 • 1 pm
held at Alpine Woman’s Club
2156 Alpine Boulevard

Lakeside Historical Society’s Annual

Western Days Breakfast

Memories of a W.A.S.P.

Sat. April 26 • 7 – 9:30 am

(Women’s Airforce Service Pilot)

th

In conjunction with the Lakeside Rodeo and 50
Annual Western Days Parade, enjoy a ribsticking breakfast of ham, eggs, hash browns,
biscuits & sausage gravy, accompanied by
coffee & juice (cocoa and milk for kids) held at
the Olde Community Church located at 9906
Maine Ave., Lakeside.

The quarterly potluck meeting of the Alpine Historical
Society will feature guest speaker Jean Landis, one of
the 1,074 Women’s Airforce Service Pilots (W.A.S.P.)
who flew many different types of aircraft during World
War II. Jean will share her love of flying and tell of
her many experiences as a woman serving as a pilot.
Plan to attend the potluck luncheon or come only for
the speaker at 2:00 pm. Please R.S.V.P. by calling
Carol Morrison at (619) 445-2544 or e-mailing

Still only $5.00 per person

info@alpinehistory.org

A Craft Sale and Bake Sale will be going on in
the courtyard along Maine Ave. (in view of the
Western Days parade that begins at 9:35 am).
For info call: 619-561-1886. Their museum
next door is open Sat. 11 am - 3 pm.

Julian Gold Rush Days

Lemon Grove Historical Society
presents

A Day at Historic Troxell Manor & Gardens

May 31-June 1 • 10 am - 5 pm
Julian Mining Co., Wynola
(at 4444 Hwy 78)

Sat. April 26 • 10 am-3 pm
meet at the H. Lee House, 3205 Olive St.
Tour the restored historic Troxell Manor & Gardens,
the third oldest house in Lemon Grove, built by pioneer
fruit growers William and Mary Troxell in 1892. The
tour will also include demonstrations and lectures on
various topics related to organic gardening and healthy
living, while musicians perform classical guitar under
the majestic Moreton Bay Fig trees in the yard. There
will also be renowned artists at work, refreshments,
and even neck and shoulder massages. Door prizes
related to gardening and healthy living will be awarded.

Three days of events in the Julian community
celebrate the discovery of gold by Fred Coleman in
late 1869 and the rush that occurred, lasting until
the gold played out around 1900. The mines
produced almost two million dollars in gold. While
most mining towns disappeared, Julian became
famous for its tasty apples and survives today as a
picturesque tourist town.
The
event
includes
living
history
demonstrations, gold mine tours, old fashioned
games for the kids, mock gold panning, history
walking tours, and other activities for the whole
family. Historic comedy skits will be performed on
Sunday by the Julian Doves & Desperados at 1, 2,
and 3 pm. Tours of the Eagle Peak Mine and
museum include gold panning at $10 for adults, $5
for kids (10 am till 2 pm).

Save $3 per ticket if ordered before Apr. 12;
afterwards, tickets are $15. Pick up tickets, starting at
9 am, the day of the tour at the H. Lee House Cultural
Center, just one-half block north of the Troxell Manor.
Free Parking in adjacent Civic Center Park lot and a
short stroll to the Manor.
Call 619-460-4353 or e-mail lghistorical@gmail.com

For more info, check out their website:
www.jma.memberlodge.org/goldrush
or call 760-765-4758

The LGHS Parsonage Museum, next door to the Lee
House, is open Saturdays 11 am - 2 pm.

Vol. 15, No. 5
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RUMMAGE SALE DONATION RECEIPT
Date: _________________________
Donor Name: ______________________ Address: __________________________________________
Donation value: _______________________
Donated items: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Spring Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax ID # 237317982
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.
Please Retain for your Tax Records
Thank you for your Support
For those of you who have donated items for our May rummage sale, above is a receipt form for your 2014 tax records.
Please list a fair market value of your donation and keep the receipt for your records.

Petey’s Post
Hello to all my fans out there!
Thanks for all the treats you
bring me.
The barnyard has been a buzz of action. With all
this hard work, I am getting a bit tired...time for
a little vacation. My buddy Jim was a-roar the other
day. Looked like he had a crowd of visitors and he
was going on and on about the old adobe. I was
thinking about a snooze, but had to move to where
it was not so noisy. Jim was in the old adobe
talking about “fifty-one years ago, right here on the
grounds of this adobe, was held a large
celebration, a dedication, by the Spring Valley
Chamber of Commerce on Sunday March 24, 1963
to honor and dedicate this adobe as a National
Historic Landmark - the Bancroft Ranch House.

Spring Valley Historical Society

-7-

In the Chamber’s Hall next door (now the Lemon
Grove Moose Lodge) was entertainment by a
Spring Valley square dance group known as the
‘Dancing Dudes’.” Jim went on to say that “after
the dedication, people who wished to become
members of the Spring Valley Historical Society
signed up - and that was the beginning of the
historical society here, that owns and operates
this wonderful landmark”
The visitors were talking to Jim and he just kept
talking, as usual. All that racket made me more
tired. I found a nice quite spot for a snooze.
Well come by and give me a scratch or a treat.
You’ll probably find me on the cool
floor of the adobe.
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Hear about Hubert Howe Bancroft’s
Literary Industries volume
abridged for the modern reader
at our Sat. April 5th program

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
*I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

