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From the President’s Desk . . .
Hello one and all. I hope everyone is enjoying our
spring weather but will it ever rain? We certainly need
it. Perhaps we will be blessed with April showers that
will bring May weeds (I’ve just finished weeding my
backyard – I know, BIG mistake).
I would like to encourage all members, as well as
your family and friends, to visit the Bancroft Ranch
House because there have been some changes in the
last couple of months. The first thing you will notice as
you drive down Memory Lane is that many of the
pepper and palm trees have been laced out. We owe
this to the generosity of our 2nd District Supervisor, the
Honorable Dianne Jacob, through our 2015-16
Community Enhancement Grant. The bill for this
round of tree trimming came to roughly $3,200 of
which $2,500 came from the grant. Luckily, the high
wind events in February and early March only affected
a few smaller pepper tree branches and some palm
fronds but many others were cause for concern for the
safety of our visitors. Those have now been taken
care of, particularly the pepper tree closest to the
meeting room as it is diseased and had to be severely
cut back. There is still a need for more tree trimming
along the southern and eastern portions of the
property, which we hope next year’s Community
Enhancement Grant will be able to fund.
As you enter the meeting room you will be greeted
by our new exhibit “Spring Valley in the 1950s.”
Curator Pat Case, along with volunteers Carol Myers,
Meegan Gosseline, Sharon Barrington and yours
truly traded out the old and brought in the new. It’s a
blast from the past that even includes a poodle-skirted
mannequin. It is sure to bring back memories and
when it does, please jot those memories down so Pat
can include them in the exhibit. Everyone’s story is
important, so please contribute yours.
(continued on page 7)

APRIL 2nd PROGRAM
Heritage of the Americas Museum
at Cuyamaca College
Long time local resident, SVHS Member,
and SV Woman's Club member, Maril Platte,
will give a presentation on this museum from
an insider’s viewpoint - from someone who has
been giving tours there as a docent.
Maril was born on November 23, 1924 in
Irondequoit, New York (north of Rochester, by
Lake Ontario). She graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan
College and
then
Columbia
University. She moved to San Diego County,
and started teaching Special Education
students with physical challenges in 1945.
Maril has never really retired.
She
continues to volunteer, teaching reading and
history at several elementary schools in El
Cajon. She has taught for over 69 years.
Maril has donated timelessly of herself and her
resources to the community through the S. V.
Woman's Club and many other organizations
too numerous to mention.

See you there!
Visit the museum’s website:
http://www.cuyamaca.edu/campus-life/artsculture/museum/default.aspx

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Apr. 2


Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

April 23 FOUNDERS DAY 1–3 pm

Apr. 18
 May

Board meeting – 7 pm
14-15 RUMMAGE SALE 

May 16

Board meeting – 7 pm

May 18

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. OPEN (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
NEEDED
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Caretaker’s Corner
Hello to all who read this fine newsletter. Spring time has
arrived early here in Spring Valley. Wonderful rain came and
went. Sure hope more rain makes its way here. The gardens
here are in good shape thanks to the early rain. Tree trimming
project was a success thanks to Artistic Arbor Gardens. With
more trees to be trimmed in the future here, we’ll try to get them
back out here. Their business is in Lakeside (619 440-8911);
fair prices, real good work.
The Victorian Ladies Society returned with a breakfast and
general meeting. Their next meeting is on Sat. May 7, 8 am to
2 pm. The Presenters Book Club continues to meet at the
Annex on the 2nd Mon. of the month, along with the Bancroft
Book Club which meets on the 3rd Mon. of the month; both at
around 9:45 am.
The Visions adult group of Chula Vista had a half-day tour and
left generous donations. Thank you. Walk-in tours are staying
steady on the weekend.
Our annual rummage sale is
approaching in May. As it is now, we have approx. 1/3 of
rummage in supply - more is needed to have a real smashing
rummage sale. Please drop off your donations of Good, gently
used (or new) items; or call for a pick-up.
Barnyard News Flash - local fox in yard the other night. One
was sighted caring off a resident hen.  Skunks and coyotes
not present. The eggs several hens are sitting on will soon
hatch out. More work parties to come here in 2016; for more
info call me - I always need help.*
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur
* Editor’s note: members are always Needed for projects around the
grounds; Jim can use your help.

In Loving Memory

Mark Robert Mendoza

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
Vol. 16, No. 6

April 26, 1936 – December 30, 2015
Mr. Mendoza volunteered at the museum grounds for 25
years. He enjoyed helping Jim with many projects. Our
condolences go out to his family.
-2-
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SVHS Founders’ Day
Celebration

SVHS NOTICES
DONATIONS:
Monetary donations of any amount help
preserve our local history by keeping the
museum running and are greatly appreciated!
Our Thanks to Victorian Ladies Society and
Coelene Constant for recent generous
donations.

Sat. April 23 • 1-3 pm
Tell your neighbors, your friends, and your family
members, to come see our museum during our
3rd annual collaborative celebration honoring the
1963 founding of SVHS, H.H. Bancroft’s
birthday, and the 1863 construction of our
adobe.
We want more community members to know
about our museum, and become aware of the
history surrounding their neighborhood.

THANK YOU:
To the volunteers who Help out, either with yard
work, repairs, or preparing the newsletter for
mailing.
All helping hands are greatly
Appreciated. Consider offering your Help.

SVHS members are encouraged to bring treats
for refreshments. Please check with Pat Case
for what to bring (619) 462-7928.

DOCENTS NEEDED:
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help
is needed with giving tours of our museum and
grounds. Jim shouldn’t be expected to carry this
burden all himself. Drop by some time and learn
the tour spiel from Jim. Then start giving tours
during our visiting hours. Even if you can only
commit to one Sat. or Sun. each month, your
help will be greatly appreciated. Give Jim a call
if you can help (619-469-1480).
HELP NEEDED:
Caretaker Jim has been keeping things Going
here for over 38 years and could use the help of
able-bodied volunteers. Please give him a call.
We will especially need help preparing for our
May Rummage Sale besides help with selling on
Sat. & Sun. Ask Jim when in April or May would
be a good time to come help price items, or haul
boxes for set-up days prior to our sale.

Spring Valley in the 1950s
Come See Our New Display
While still a work-in-progress, our 1950s display
is up! But we still Need your contributions of
your memories, stories, photos, etc. Please
contact Curator Pat Case if you have items to
share or need help with composing your story of
living here in the 1950s. Pat will gladly interview
you to write up the history you remember. Your
recollections may seem mundane to you, but
younger people these days have no idea of how
things were over 50 years ago.

Raffle Items Needed
for Our SVHS Meetings
If you received a present that is not to your
liking or you have no use for (still in original
packaging), please consider donating it to SVHS
as a raffle item. We also need a Raffle Manager
to handle our meeting raffles. Every donation
helps towards raising funds for Your society.
Thank you!

E-mail your stories and photographs to Pat
Case: case619@cox.net or call her to make
arrangements to pick up items (619) 462-7928.

Spring Valley Historical Society
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  EVENTS – OUT OF TOWN  

Manzanita High Mountain Rendezvous
May 6-8 & May 13-14
10 am – 5 pm
Northcote Ranch, Lake Morena
Visit a pre-1850 North American fur
trade encampment and see history come
alive among the tepees, old tents, and
presenters in period clothing. There will
be
prize
drawings,
kids'
games
(Saturdays), and competitions in rifle,
pistol,
shotgun,
smoothbore
(muzzleloader), tomahawk and knife,
primitive bow, and fire starting to watch.
For more info, contact 'Smitty' at 760745-2927 or John Mueller 619-647-9182
or go to:
www.manzanitarendezvous.com
Fun for the whole family! Visitor fee is
$5; children 10 and under are free
(Scouts in uniform Free; military with ID
Free); no pets allowed.
Directions: Exit I-8 at Buckman Springs Rd.
(Exit 51). Go south for 5.3 mi. Turn right
on Oak Dr. Go 1.3 mi., turn left on Molchan
Dr. (at gas station); go 0.3 mi to Stop sign
at “T” intersection with Lake Morena Dr.
Turn left, go 15 yds then turn immediately
Right at 2402 Lake Morena Dr.

COPY-IT

Donate Photos or Historic Items
While doing your Spring Cleaning, don’t forget to
donate items to SVHS that reflect the history of the
area or time period in our community’s early
history.
Items like receipts, order forms, advertisements,
brochures, match books, or other memorabilia from
local businesses are only a few things that need to
be saved for posterity.
If you have old photographs of the area, but would
like to retain the images, we can scan a copy for
SVHS and return the photo to you.

Vol. 16, No. 6

BUSINESS CENTER
Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr.
(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint)
Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000
Email: info@copy-it.com
Website: www.copy-it.com
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm;
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm
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Your HELP Needed for Our
Annual RUMMAGE SALE
Sat. May 14th • 8 am - 4 pm
Sun. May 15th • 8 am - 1 pm

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
Visitor Center - April 2-3, 2016
Borrego Springs, California

760-767-0446

Archaeology Weekend Events Schedule
Sat. April 2
9:30-4 Tours of the Archaeology Lab – leaving
from Visitor Center approximately every half hour
10-4 Native American Basket and Pottery
Display and Demonstrations (craft items for sale)

This is our major fund-raiser to raise money for
the museum maintenance and keeping our
society going. So we really need the help of some
strong workers to set up tables & haul boxes, and
others to help with pricing items prior to the sale on Fri. May 13 - so come on down any time after 9
am. And we really need help with selling on Sat.
& Sun. Please sign up for a 1 (or more) hour shift
at our April 2nd meeting or offer to help by calling
619-469-1480. Thank you for your help!
We still need more donations* of good items something you would want to buy. Please don’t
drop off useless/broken items that should be put
in the trash instead. Disposing of such trash adds
extra burden on Jim.
The sale is held in front of our Bancroft Ranch
Museum, located at the end of Memory Lane, just
3/10 mile south from Hwy 94 (East), off the
Bancroft Dr. exit. Tell your friends to come on by.
There will be plenty of bargains and friendly
atmosphere.
* For those who donate items, please see the donation receipt on page
7, for your 2016 tax deduction use.

Pottery Making Demonstration & Kids
Activities (clay available for spectator participation)
Demo Table on Native Plant Uses
4:00-5:00 Free Ice Cream Social in the
Nierenberg Plaza at Visitor Center.

May is
Older Americans Month

Plus informative lectures* every hour, from 10-4.
Sunday will also have the same demonstrations as
Sat., but only two lectures (from 10 am-12 pm).
There are also two hiking trips on Sun. that
participants must pre-register for and pay a $5 fee.
Visit either: Fishtraps Tour – by Joan Schneider
(9:30am-1:30pm) or Imperial Valley Desert
Museum Tour – by Anne Morgan (9am-2:30pm).
Call 760-767-0446 ext. 1003 for reservations.
* See this website for lecture details:
http://theabf.org/archaeology-weekend

Spring Valley Historical Society

Older Americans Month is an annual event dating back to
1963, when President John F. Kennedy designated May as
Senior Citizens Month, renamed Older Americans Month in
1980, honoring older Americans and celebrating their
contributions to our families, communities, and society.
The theme for 2016 is Blaze A Trail - acknowledging the
perennial contributions of older adults to our nation and
celebrating how older adults take charge of their health, get
engaged in their communities, and make a positive impact in
the lives of others.
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  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  

Alpine Historical Society Meeting
Sun. April 17, 2016 • 1 pm
held at Alpine Woman’s Club
2156 Alpine Boulevard

Lakeside Historical Society’s Annual

Western Days Breakfast

History in the Headlines

Sat. April 23 • 7 – 9:30 am

The quarterly potluck meeting of the Alpine Historical
Society will feature guest speaker Del Hood, author of

In conjunction with the Lakeside Rodeo and
Annual Western Days Parade, enjoy a ribsticking breakfast of ham, eggs, hash browns,
biscuits & sausage gravy, accompanied by
coffee & juice (hot cocoa and milk for kids)
held at the Olde Community Church located at
9906 Maine Ave., Lakeside.

History in the Headlines: Half a Century of the Most
Notable Events in El Cajon Valley and Surrounding
Areas, 1950-2000 – his most recent Sunbelt
Publications book.

Plan to attend the potluck luncheon or come only for
the speaker at 2:00 pm. Please R.S.V.P. by calling
Carol Morrison at (619) 445-2544 or e-mailing

Still ONLY $5.00 per person

info@alpinehistory.org

The 51st Annual Western Days parade begins
at 9:35 am, down Maine Ave.
For info call: 619-561-1886. Their museum next
door is open Sat. 11 am - 3 pm.

Lemon Grove Historical Society

Julian Gold Rush Days

Presents
A lecture by author Jack Innis

удивительно!
1769 Winter Storm Nearly Made
San Diego a Russian City

June 25-26 • 10 am - 5 pm
Julian Mining Co., Wynola
(at 4444 Hwy 78)

Thurs. April 7 • 7 pm
meet at the H. Lee House, 3205 Olive St.

Two days of events in the Julian community
celebrate the discovery of gold by Fred Coleman in
late 1869 and the rush that occurred, lasting until
the gold played out around 1900. The mines
produced almost two million dollars in gold. While
most mining towns disappeared, Julian became
famous for its tasty apples and survives today as a
picturesque tourist town.
The
event
includes
living
history
demonstrations, gold mine tours, old fashioned
games for the kids, mock gold panning, history
walking tours, and other activities for the whole
family.
Tours of the Eagle Peak Mine and museum
include gold panning at $10 for adults, $5 for kids
(10 am till 2 pm).

The LGHS monthly meeting features local author Jack
Innis - an expert on San Diego history, who focuses
on lively, informative, and oftentimes amusing stories
that make up an important part of our social fabric.
His Sunbelt Publications book San Diego Legends is
now in its second edition. Copies will be available for
purchase with autograph.
Call 619-462-6494 for more info.
The LGHS Parsonage Museum, next door to the Lee
House, is open Saturdays 11 am - 2 pm.

San Diego Antique Bottle & Collectibles Club
Fri. April 15 • 7 pm

The Great Subterranean Cavern Hoax of 1888
San Diego County Office of Education
6401 Linda Vista Road, San Diego CA 92110

For more info, check out their website:

julianca.com/to-see-do/special-events/gold-rush-days/

Jack Innis (see above box) will also be giving this
presentation. For more info: 858-581-2787.
Vol. 16, No. 6
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Bancroft Ranch House Museum

•

Built in 1863

9050 Memory Lane • P O Box 142 • Spring Valley CA 91976
619-469-1480 • e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

RUMMAGE SALE DONATION RECEIPT
Date: _________________________
Donor Name: ______________________ Address: __________________________________________
Donation value: _______________________
Donated items: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Spring Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax ID # 237317982
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.
Please Retain for your Tax Records
Thank you for your Support
For those of you who have donated items for our May rummage sale, above is a receipt form for your 2016 tax records.
Please list a fair market value of your donation and keep the receipt for your records.

Petey’s Post
(continued from page 1)

Hello to all my fans out there!
Thanks for all the treats you
bring me.
Being that I have reached my golden years, as my
buddy Jim says, I just want to work a little and just
kind of hang out. I will still be the Wonder Dog, just
not so busy. I will do more greeting of visitors, enjoy
all those treats, and somewhat guard the barnyard.
Well, come by and give me a scratch
or a treat. You’ll probably find me on
the cool floor of the adobe.
Plan Ahead Now

for the 2017 Congress of History Conference
March 3 & 4

The theme will be San Diego during World War I
marking the 100th anniversary of WWI. Papers will be
on how the war’s impact was felt throughout the San
Diego Region. If you have something to present, let the
Congress know. www.congressofhistory.org
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Last of all, I want to remind you that our
annual Rummage Sale is fast approaching so if
you have started your spring cleaning, please
consider donating items that are in good usable
condition to help support the Society. If you are
not doing any spring cleaning, then there are
other ways to help out. We need volunteers to
help set up the sale on Friday, May 13th, assist
during the sale Saturday and/or Sunday, or help
put everything away Sunday afternoon. It is a
way to help the Society with its’ biggest annual
fundraiser and be of service to our Spring Valley
community. I know you will find it a very
rewarding experience.
I hope you will join us for the potluck and
program on Saturday.
Yours truly, Rob Case
Vol. 16, No. 6

SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Come hear about the Heritage of
the Americas Museum, located
on the campus of Cuyamaca
College in Rancho San Diego, at
our April 2nd meeting.

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: (

_ )________________

□ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

