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From the President’s Desk . . .
Spring has arrived! And let me tell you, it was not a
moment too soon. I was sooo tired of winter that I could
hardly wait until spring for it to cool off. Alas, as I put my
thoughts to paper, the temperature is hovering in the
mid-80s following a couple of days in the low- to mid-90s.
What is with this crazy weather?
Spring, as we know, is a time of renewal – bulbs
sprout, flowers bloom, and weeds are everywhere (at
least in my yard). It is also the time that the Spring
Valley Historical Society conducts several very important
community outreach programs starting with our annual
Founders Day celebration and open house (see page 3).
Scheduled for the early afternoon of Saturday, April 18th,
this event is an opportunity for Society members to invite
family, friends, and neighbors to the Bancroft Ranch
House to commemorate the early owners of the adobe
as well as the 51st anniversary of the Society. Docents
will be available to lead guided tours and light
refreshments will be served. The emphasis of this event
is to recognize, honor, and appreciate the history of
Spring Valley.
The second important community outreach program
we carry out is the annual weekend Rummage Sale to be
held this year on May 16-17 (see page 5). This event is
a win-win-win situation. Friends and members of the
Society can work on their spring cleaning and donating
the “stuff” that has been lurking in the attic, basement,
garage, storage facility, etc. to the Society and it is a tax
deductible donation! The Society, in turn, holds the
Rummage Sale and this constitutes our single largest
fundraiser for the year. Last year we set a new record
for sales and we would like to get close to that amount
again. The key to a successful sale is to have gently
used clothing, unbroken items, and working appliances
and electronic items. If you are considering making a
donation, please use your commonsense. If an item is
not in useable condition – put it in the trash instead of
dumping it off at the museum creating additional labor for
Jim and possibly costing the Society fees to haul off junk.
(continued on page 7)

APRIL 4th PROGRAM
The 1915 Expositions:
A Tale of Two Cities
Our President Rob Case will be presenting
our program this month in recognition of the
centennial anniversary of the PanamaCalifornia Exposition that took place in Balboa
Park in 1915. He will share how the northern
and southern portions of our state vied to hold
the exposition in their city (San Francisco vs
San Diego), and explore how a compromise
was reached. His talk also covers the lasting
impact each Exposition had at the state and
national level.
If you didn’t know, Rob is a native of San
Diego (Bonita) who earned his Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees in Anthropology at San
Diego State University.
Besides serving
SVHS, he is also the current president of the
San Diego Archaeological Center in San
Pasqual Valley (just east of Safari Park).
See you there!
Visit the SOHO webpage for all the centennial events
taking place in Balboa Park throughout this year:
www.sohosandiego.org/main/communitycentennial.htm

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Apr. 4


Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

April 18 OPEN HOUSE 1–3 pm 

Apr. 20
 May

Board meeting – 7 pm
16-17 RUMMAGE SALE 

May 18

Board meeting – 7 pm

May 28
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. OPEN (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
NEEDED
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
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Caretaker’s Corner
March was Women’s History Month and a couple weeks ago
Spring Valley resident, and Dictionary Hill Open Space Advocate,
Rachel Clibborn dropped by the old adobe. She had with her a
box of 12 books to donate to SVHS, written by women that
conquered the challenges of settling in the west. Once these
books are cataloged into our collection, they will be available to
check out to those that would like to learn about this history from
the female perspective. Thank You Rachael!
Spring is slowly arriving here on Memory Lane. Dreaming of
more rain to help out with the gardens here. Victorian Ladies
Society held a pot-luck and mini yard sale last Sat. They will return
for one more meeting here May 2 at 9 am, then the group will
return this fall. The Presenters Book Club meets in the Annex on
the second Tuesday of the month; Bancroft Book Club meets on
the third Monday of the month, both at 9:30 am.
Just a reminder to all that use the museum facility, please call
469-1480 and leave a message regarding the time of your
meetings so that accommodations can be made. I need to have
advance notice about what time you will need access for your
event to take place here so I can manage my busy schedule.
Rummage sale items have been arriving; more still needed.
But please do not donate any packaged food items or half-used
cleaning products. If you need your donations picked up, please
call and we will try to get them picked up.
Traffic congestion on Memory Lane is a problem for those who
visit. More parked cars along Memory Lane belonging to car
repair shops - clutter, litter, and looks like yuck. A local business
on Memory Lane has complained to authorities; some progress,
but still working on the issue. Moose Lodge property adjacent to
our flag pole and the war memorial was finally cleaned up, with a
little help from the San Miguel Fire Abatement Department.
Making melodies on Memory Lane.
Barnyard News Flash: resident roosters and hens not happy
with the heat wave. They spend more time resting in the shade,
where they can find it. No new chickadees as Easter arrives.
Ground squirrels are still unpopular guests around here. Presently
mixing more habanero sauce for them – yum, yum.
A lot of planned work parties getting organized.* Thanks goes
out to those who help the Caretaker – members John Klein, Vic
Baker, and Paul Morales.
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur
* Editor’s note: members are always needed to assist with these projects;
Jim can use your help.
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Spring Valley in the 1950s
More of Your Memories
NEEDED for Our New Display
Please contact Curator Pat Case if you have
items to share or need help with composing your
story of living here in the 1950s. Pat will gladly
interview you to write up the history you
remember. Your recollections may seem
mundane to you, but younger people these days
have no idea of how things were over 50 years
ago. We hope to install this exhibit in mid-June.
E-mail your stories, photographs, or a list of
items to loan for displaying to Pat Case:
case619@cox.net
or call her to make
arrangements to pick up items (619) 462-7928.

SVHS Founders’ Day
Open House

Sat. April 18 • 1-3 pm
Tell your neighbors, your friends, and your family
members, to come see our museum during our
2nd annual Open House honoring the 1963
founding of SVHS, H.H. Bancroft’s birthday, and
the 1863 construction of our adobe.
We want more community members to know
about our museum, and become aware of the
history surrounding their neighborhood.
SVHS members are encouraged to bring treats
for refreshments. Please check with Pat Case
for what to bring (619) 462-7928.

SVHS NOTICES
DONATIONS:
Monetary donations of any amount help preserve
our local history by keeping the museum running
and are greatly appreciated! Thanks to HEHC,
Coelene Constant, Al Heavener, and Venus
Smith. And also to Rachel Clibborn for the 12
books!
THANK YOU:
To the volunteers who Help out, either with yard
work, repairs, or preparing the newsletter for
mailing. All helping hands are greatly Appreciated.
Consider offering your Help.
DOCENTS NEEDED:
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help is
needed with giving tours of our museum and
grounds. Jim shouldn’t be expected to carry this
burden all himself. Drop by some time and learn
the tour spiel from Jim. Then start giving tours
during our visiting hours. Even if you can only
commit to one Sat. or Sun. each month, your help
will be greatly appreciated. Give Jim a call if you
can help (619-469-1480).
HELP NEEDED:
Caretaker Jim has been keeping things Going here
for over 37 years and could use the help of ablebodied volunteers. Please give him a call. We will
especially need help preparing for our May
Rummage Sale besides help with selling on Sat. &
Sun. Ask Jim when in May would be a good time to
come help price items, or haul boxes for set-up.

Membership News
Welcome new member:

Raffle Items Needed
for Our SVHS Meetings

Sue Ellen Benson
of the Water Conservation Garden
We thank all of you who have continued to
support your historical society by renewing your
dues.
Please encourage your friends,
neighbors, and family members who are
interested in history to join SVHS too!
Thank you!
Carol Serr
Membership Chair
Spring Valley Historical Society

If you received a present that is not to your liking
or you have no use for (still in original packaging),
please consider donating it to SVHS as a raffle
item. Let our Raffle Organizer Dolores know or
simply bring it (wrapped, if possible) to the next
meeting.
Every donation helps towards raising funds for
Your society. Thank you!
-3-
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  EVENTS – OUT OF TOWN  

Manzanita High Mountain Rendezvous
May 1-3 & May 8-9
10 am – 5 pm
Northcote Ranch, Lake Morena
Visit a pre-1850 North American fur
trade encampment and see history come
alive among the tepees, old tents, and
presenters in period clothing. There will
be
prize
drawings,
kids'
games
(Saturdays), and competitions in rifle,
pistol,
shotgun,
smoothbore
(muzzleloader), tomahawk and knife,
primitive bow, and fire starting to watch.
For more info, contact 'Smitty' at 760745-2927 or go to:
www.manzanitarendezvous.com
Fun for the whole family! Visitor fee is
$5; children 10 and under are free
(Scouts in uniform Free; military with ID
Free); no pets allowed.
Directions: Exit I-8 at Buckman Springs Rd.
(Exit 51). Go south for 5.3 mi. Turn right
on Oak Dr. Go 1.3 mi., turn left on Molchan
Dr. (at gas station); go 0.3 mi to Stop sign
at “T” intersection with Lake Morena Dr.
Turn left, go 15 yds then turn immediately
Right at 2402 Lake Morena Dr. Look for
the red buffalo signs.

COPY-IT

BUSINESS CENTER
Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr.
(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint)
Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000
Email: info@copy-it.com
Website: www.copy-it.com
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm;
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm

Vol. 16, No. 5
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Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
Visitor Center - April 11-12, 2015
Borrego Springs, California

A recent visitor, Michell Thitathan, sent an e-mail thanking our
illustrious Jim Van Meter for a “fabulous tour” in March and she
included this great photo of Jim and SVHS members relaxing on
the adobe porch. Left to right: Caretaker Jim Van Meter, Dave &
Nancy Schluter, Meegan Gosseline, and Maureen Quinn.

760-767-4205

Your HELP Needed for Our

Archaeology Weekend Events Schedule
Sat. April 11

Annual RUMMAGE SALE
Sat. May 16th • 8 am - 4 pm
Sun. May 17th • 8 am - 12 pm

9-4:30 Silent Auction – at the Begole
Archaeological Research Center. Winning bids
announced 5:00 pm. (winners need not be present)
10-4 Native American Basket and Pottery
Display and Demonstrations (craft items for sale)
9:30-4 Tours of the Archaeology Lab – leaving
from Visitor Center approximately every half hour
10-4 Pottery Making Demonstration & Kids
Activities (clay available for spectator participation)
4:30-5:30 Free Ice Cream Social at the Begole
Archaeological Research Center patio area.
Plus informative lectures every hour, from 10-4.
Sunday will also have the same demonstrations as
Sat., but only two lectures (from 10am-12pm).
There are also two hiking trips on Sun. that
participants must pre-register for and pay a $5 fee.
Visit either: Clark Lake Petroglyphs (8:30am-1pm)
or Indian Hill Rock Shelter (9am-4pm). Call 760767-0446 ext. 1003 for reservations.
See this website for more details:
http://theabf.org/2015-archaeology-weekend
Spring Valley Historical Society

This is our major fund-raiser to raise money for
the museum maintenance and keeping our society
going. So we really need the help of some strong
workers to set up tables & haul boxes, and others
to help with pricing items prior to the sale - on Fri.
May 15 - so come on down any time after 9 am.
And we really need help with selling on Sat. &
Sun. Please sign up for a 1 (or more) hour shift at
our April 4th meeting or offer to help by calling 619469-1480. Thank you for your help!
We still need more donations* of good items something you would want to buy. Please don’t
drop off useless/broken items that should be put in
the trash instead. Disposing of such trash adds
extra burden on Jim.
The sale is held in front of our Bancroft Ranch
Museum, located at the end of Memory Lane, just
3/10 mile south from Hwy 94 (East), off the
Bancroft Dr. exit. Tell your friends to come on by.
There will be plenty of bargains and friendly
atmosphere.
* For those who donate items, please see the donation receipt on page 7, for
your 2015 tax deduction use.
-5-
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  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  

San Diego History Center

Expo Centennial Lecture Series

Lakeside Historical Society’s Annual

held at Thornton Theater, Balboa Park
6 pm – 7:30 pm

Western Days Breakfast

Thursday Evening Lectures include:
April 16 – The Landscape Architecture of the Exposition,
by Vicki Estrada, FASLA, APA.
May 21 – On with the Show!: Fun and Frivolity at the
Expo, by Dr. Iris Engstrand, Professor Emeritus, USD; and
David Marshall, Heritage Architecture
June 18 – Art in the Park: Cultural Expressions at the
Exposition, by Harry Katz, Visual Culture Curator, SDHC
July 16 – Ingenuity, Innovation and Invention at the
Exposition, by Mary Walshok, PhD, Sociologist & Dean of
Extension, UCSD

Sat. April 18 • 7 – 9:30 am
In conjunction with the Lakeside Rodeo and
Annual Western Days Parade, enjoy a ribsticking breakfast of ham, eggs, hash browns,
biscuits & sausage gravy, accompanied by
coffee & juice (hot cocoa and milk for kids)
held at the Olde Community Church located at
9906 Maine Ave., Lakeside.

Still only $5.00 per person

General admission is $12; social mingling & refreshments at 6 pm

For tickets see the SDHC website:
www.sandiegohistory.org or call: (619) 232-6203

The 50th Annual Western Days parade begins
at 9:35 am, down Maine Ave.
For info call: 619-561-1886. Their museum next
door is open Sat. 11 am - 3 pm.

Julian Gold Rush Days
Save Our Heritage Organisation’s (SOHO) Marston
House Museum is hosting several exhibitions, from
February through November, in celebration of the
Centennial of the 1915 Panama-California Exposition
(and 1935 California Pacific International Exposition).
Balboa Park Exposition Designers 1915-1935:
The Making of Balboa Park

This exhibit will showcase the work of over 20 architects,
designers, and landscape architects of the two expositions.

Souvenirs & Keepsakes:
Memorabilia of the 1915 & 1935 Expositions

This exhibit presents the cherished personal objects that were
eagerly collected, such as buttons, pennants, postcards,
coins, and jewelry.

Art of the Park
100 Years of Art in Balboa Park (1915-2015)

Period artists will be exhibited along with today’s foremost
San Diego artists, all featuring Balboa Park (opening April 17)
www.sohosandiego.org or call: (619) 297-9327
Vol. 16, No. 5
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May 30-31 • 10 am - 5 pm
Julian Mining Co., Wynola
(at 4444 Hwy 78)

Two days of events in the Julian community
celebrate the discovery of gold by Fred Coleman in
late 1869 and the rush that occurred, lasting until
the gold played out around 1900. The mines
produced almost two million dollars in gold. While
most mining towns disappeared, Julian became
famous for its tasty apples and survives today as a
picturesque tourist town.
The
event
includes
living
history
demonstrations, gold mine tours, old fashioned
games for the kids, mock gold panning, history
walking tours, and other activities for the whole
family. Tours of the Eagle Peak Mine and museum
include gold panning at $10 for adults, $5 for kids
(10 am till 2 pm).
For more info, check out their website:
http://www.julianmerchants.org/#!gold--rush-days/cy1z

or call 760-765-4758

Spring Valley Historical Society
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RUMMAGE SALE DONATION RECEIPT
Date: _________________________
Donor Name: ______________________ Address: __________________________________________
Donation value: _______________________
Donated items: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Spring Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax ID # 237317982
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.
Please Retain for your Tax Records
Thank you for your Support
For those of you who have donated items for our May rummage sale, above is a receipt form for your 2015 tax records.
Please list a fair market value of your donation and keep the receipt for your records.

Petey’s Post

My buddy said “no” to that. Jim gets asked a lot of
questions by the visitors.

Hello to all my fans out there!
Thanks for all the treats you
bring me.

Well, come by and give me a scratch or a treat.
You’ll probably find me on the cool floor
of the adobe.

It was sure nice having a vacation. While I was off-duty,
some of the usual suspects dropped by - that smelly
skunk and some new squirrel friends. Barnyard take
note, the Wonder Dog is back on duty! Going to be
taking things it a bit more easier though since I feel like I
am getting older. How did that happen? Looks like my
buddy Jim is in the same situation; sometimes you would
not know it though.

* Howdy Doody trivia webpage:
www.funtrivia.com/en/Television/Howdy-Doody-16708.html
** Who says this? Apparently Randy Jackson, when sending off
wannabe idols on the American Idol TV show. But the line is
attributed to a 1997 comedy movie called The Pest.

Recently, Jim had a visitor asking him all kinds of things.
My buddy gets real quiet, like he is just waiting to let go,
and then, watch out he starts a talking. I heard him say
“the actor the Cisco Kid had something to do with helping
this adobe become a state landmark.” Then the visitor
asked him if he knew the name of Howdy Doody‘s
girlfriend. Jim surprised the visitor by telling him her
name was “Princess Summerfall Winterspring.”* The
visitor then asked Jim if he had ever heard of people
saying “peace, love, and chicken grease.”**
Spring Valley Historical Society
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(continued from page 1)

The third “win” is the community – it is no secret
that parts of Spring Valley have fewer resources
than other parts. Our Rummage Sale helps stretch
precious dollars for less fortunate families and this
is a wonderful way for all of us to give back to the
community we live in.
Well, that pretty much wraps up what I wanted
to say. Don’t forget the general meeting this
Saturday (April 4th) where yours truly will present
the dastardly deeds done behind the scenes in
order to get the 1915 Panama California Exposition
staged in San Diego. See you there!
Yours truly, Rob Case
Vol. 16, No. 5

SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Hear about the history behind the
Panama-California Exposition
held in Balboa Park in 1915
at our Sat. April 4th program

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
*I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

