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From the President’s Desk . . .
And now for breaking news from the Bancroft
Ranch House – literally breaking news. It seems that
one of our pepper trees decided to let go of a limb in
early November. The tree is the one that yours truly
used to bar-b-que the hot dogs under for the August
picnic. The branch fell towards the restrooms but
fortunately did not reach the structure. Whew!!
This will be my last column for 2014 and by the time
you read this column you’ll have already enjoyed (and
survived, if you hosted) Thanksgiving. I always like to
reflect back at this time of year to appreciate the many
things our Spring Valley Historical Society has
accomplished. I am extremely thankful to all of you
who volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to keep
the Society not just a viable but a vigorous
organization. This year’s Rummage Sale and August
Picnic/Country Fair raised record levels of money that
will be difficult (but not impossible) to match in 2015.
Thanks to all who helped make these fund-raising
events Successful!
I am also very proud of our Board of Directors and
Committee chairpersons for your dedicated service in
planning and carrying out events, selecting a variety of
interesting programs, and helping to preserve Spring
Valley’s heritage. Thank you for all the seen and
unseen tasks you do.
Our Holiday potluck and serenade by Harmony
Galore is just around the corner and then Christmas
will be upon us. It is truly a magical season of caring
and sharing with our families, friends, and the
community. Then it will be on to 2015 – ready or not,
here we come!
Pat and I wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

– Rob Case

PS. Also wishing for some rain!

DECEMBER 7th PROGRAM
at 6:00 pm
Well, the holidays are upon us, so to get
everyone in the holiday spirit, our December
program will once again be the lovely voices
of Harmony Galore - a local group of
businesswomen singing Christmas songs a
cappella, in 4-part harmony.
Our potluck meal will begin one hour
earlier than usual - at 5:00 pm and the
singers will perform at 6:00 pm. Remember,
the society will provide the turkey & ham, so
bring your favorite holiday side dish to make a
bountiful feast. Or you are welcome to bring
some holiday treats for dessert.
After the entertainment,
we
will
have
a
Gift
Exchange game. This is the
time to re-gift that lovely item
you got but just can’t find a
place for at your house.
It should be valued at roughly $8-10; please
Don’t bring “junk.” Remember this is for
entertainment (you don’t have to participate,
it’s fun just to watch) - and anonymous!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec. 6
Potluck – 5:00 pm
Followed by Program – 6:00 pm
@ NOTE EARLIER TIME @
Dec. 15

Board meeting – 7 pm

Jan. 19

Board meeting – 7 pm

Jan. 28
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830 465-1830
Ways/Means Carolyn Kloss
The feast of Being Thankful - for family and food - is on the
Treasurer
Carol Serr
calendar this week. Thanksgiving and all the leftovers will be a
Secretary
Carol Myers
memory by the time this fine newsletter reaches our members.
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Hope you had a good holiday. The holidays come fast as we
Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
all enjoy our tradition of Joy. Here on Memory Lane projects to
Pat Case
Curatorial
be planned, some of the projects on our long list are getting
Dolores Woodford
Historian
addressed. Melodies and memories being enjoyed as the 2014
OPEN
Publicity
year winds down. Well, might have jinxed myself last month NEEDED
Hospitality
in total glory of no trees falling after very strong wind storm.
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
There was no wind storm on Nov. 5, but a 100 year old tree
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
lost a limb! The pepper tree limb crashed to the ground in
Security
Petey, the wonder dog

Caretaker’s Corner

st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

between two buildings (the adobe and toilet rooms; see photo
on page 4), causing a big thud when it landed. No damage to
buildings, staff or barnyard residents, thankfully.

It was too much tree for the old Caretaker to handle all by
himself. So he hired a tree service, owner/operator Kevin W.
Bradley, a Spring Valley resident. With Kevin’s professional
work, the fallen tree limb and few other limbs of the century old
tree were cut up into pieces. Thanks go out to member Victor
Baker who cut up and put together a couple dozen bundles of
small branches to be picked up; stacked all the cut wood; and
helped me clean up the mess. Thanks also to member Earl
Helm who volunteered to help Victor clean up, and offered the
use of his trailer to haul the bundles of branches to dump.
Thank you Earl and Victor, and of course Kevin the tree
trimmer. Hooray for the help! More work to be done around
here, more projects to plan for. Help is always needed and
appreciated.
Book clubs and Victorian Ladies Society return in 2015
January; no group tours scheduled.
Hope to see you all at our Christmas program.
Happy Holidays!
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur

Plants for Sale

Come by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at gate).
We have a variety of plants - at great prices! And we’re always happy to take more
potted plant donations. Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.
Also check out our native plant garden, created by member Joel Hastings,
on the east side of the property. Just ask Jim, if you can’t find it.
Vol. 16, No. 3
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SVHS NOTICES
DONATIONS:
Thanks to Charlie LaVoie for his very generous
donation to help our society continue. Any
amount or item donated is greatly appreciated!
THANKS TO: Members who help with setting up
(and clean-up) for our meetings. We are in need
of a Hospitality person who can do this on a
regular basis, decorating for the theme of the
program or season. Volunteers always make
things get done quicker.

Raffle Items Needed
How About Re-gifting?
During the coming holiday season, our Raffle
Organizer Dolores would like to remind members
that we gladly endorse “re-gifting.” If you receive a
present not to your liking or use, and are
considering passing it on (preferably unused) –
please consider donating it to SVHS as a raffle
item. Every donation helps towards raising funds
for Your society. Thank you!

They NEED You!

WANTED: Our Garden Shop is in need of your

second-hand plant pots for our volunteers to get
some new startings planted to increase our
nursery inventory. Donations of any size pot
appreciated.
HELP NEEDED:
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help
is greatly needed with giving tours of our
museum and grounds.
Jim shouldn’t be
expected to carry this burden all himself. Drop by
some time and learn the tour spiel from Jim.
Then start giving tours during our visiting hours.
Even if you can only commit to one Sat. or Sun.
each month, your help will be greatly
appreciated.

Become a Docent!

Give Jim a call if you can help (619-469-1480).

Membership News
Welcome new members:
All Access Rentals
Gary Close
If members haven’t renewed for our July-June
membership year, this will be your last
newsletter issue. We hope you will continue
to support your historical society by renewing
your dues Soon…and we Thank you!
Carol Serr
Membership Chair
Spring Valley Historical Society

Become a S.V. Woman’s Club Member
The Spring Valley Woman’s Club (SVWC) long time
Life member of SVHS, who have helped us out in
various ways over the years needs your support. As
with so many organizations these days, their
membership numbers are dwindling.
All women
reading this notice are strongly urged to join SVWC to
keep their member numbers high enough for them to
continue on in their philanthropic service.
The club was started in Jan. 1948, by six members of
the Chamber of Commerce, in order to provide
fellowship among women in the community. After
originally meeting in each other’s homes, they later held
their meetings at the Pals & Gals Clubhouse, and in
more recent years they met at the Friends Church
Fellowship Hall at 8955 Kenwood Dr.
Contact our VP, Kathy, for more info (see page 2).

Preserving Memories
For those who live in Spring Valley, we would like you
to share your memories or old photos of the area
with SVHS. We can scan photos to quickly return them
(while you wait). Or we can archive them for posterity
should you choose to donate them to SVHS. But, along
with photos, we would like to know when you came to
Spring Valley; or when you started your business here;
and what your fondest memories are. This is your
community – please help preserve the old memories of
how things used to be, to share with those who come
along in the future.
Anyone who was here in the 1950s – we would like you
to share your photos and/or memories for our upcoming
exhibit. Please contact our Curator, Pat Case (see pg 2).
-3-
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The Lemon Grove Historical Society

Battle Day

Battle of San Pasqual Re-enactment
Sun. Dec. 7 • 11 am - 3:30 pm
Re-live history by witnessing, on the actual battle field, a reenactment of the bloodiest battle fought during the U.S.–Mexican
War in 1846. Enjoy seeing period craft demonstrations, music &
dancing, and foods. A military encampment will be set up.
Refreshments will be available.
San Pasqual Battlefield State Park is located just over 1 mi.
east of the Wild Animal Park on State Hwy 78 (15808 San
Pasqual Valley Rd.). Parking available in upper lot of the San
Diego Archaeological Center (to the right/east of the St. Park
grounds). For more info call 760-737-2201 (weekends), 619220-5422. For more details, visit:
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/655/files/PressRelease_BattleDa
y2014.pdf

presents a

Christmas Open House
at the

Historic Simpson House
Sun. Dec. 7 • 10 am - 2 pm
3055 Crane St., Lemon Grove

Tour this Tudor Revival home and gardens,
owned for more than 50 years by the
Putnam family. See a photographic display
of the early Simpson House – designed by
British architect Frederick Clemeshaw and
built in 1926 by Scottish joiner, George
Simpson for his family. Light refreshments
served.
Please RSVP to 619-460-4353
or lghistorica@gmail.com

100 Year Old Tree Loses Limb
At left, Caretaker Jim assesses
the recently fallen pepper tree
limb on our museum grounds.
Fortunately it did not do any
damage to nearby structures.
A Big thanks to SVHS members
Vic Baker and Earl Hem, who
greatly assisted Jim with the
cutting up and removal of
branches. Not much of this old
tree remains.
Brookside Development in Early 1950s
In the area that once held Bancroft Lake, created
by Griffin Bancroft damming up the small creek in
1910, the Brookside housing development was
built in the early 1950s. SVHS member Meegan
Gosseline shared her memories of growing up in
this neighborhood:
“My two younger sisters and I used to think that
walking up the hill to the east of our
neighborhood was a hike. Homes weren’t built up
there until somewhere in the 1960s. Mother used
to make a sandwich for each for us and put them
in our backpacks. We would then hike up as far
as a dirt road that is now (paved) Lakeview Drive,
sit on a rock and eat our sandwich. We thought
we were being so independent. Later we found
out that mother was watching us through
binoculars the whole time.”
SHARE YOUR MEMORIES WITH SVHS TOO
Vol. 16 No. 3

Below: Nearly completed Brookside houses on Trophy Dr. and Niblick
Dr., below the hill that Meegan climbed as a girl. The road cutting
across the hill about half way down is Lakeview Dr. (or Golf Dr.
extension?).
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Spring Valley’s "Orange Garden" Dance Hall
Excerpts from Thomas Adema’s book “Our Hills and Valleys”

Around 1920, Edith A. Ayers*
came to Spring Valley with her
disabled WWI veteran husband and
their children. They bought the small
combination
post
office-general
store on the Patterson property
fronting on Campo Road, about 150
feet west of Bancroft Drive. The
energetic Mrs. Ayers enlarged the
establishment from a dinky little
store to a very nice general store.
In 1922, dance halls and
pavilions were a popular new
entertainment concept so the Ayers
decided to build one adjacent to the
store. The ideal location for it was a
full-grown citrus orchard just a bit
southeast of the store, but the
income from the oranges it produced
discouraged any decision to remove
it since a dance hall involved an
element of risk and uncertain
income.

It was finally decided that the
best of both worlds would be to build
the dance hall around the trees! If
the venture failed, the trees would
still be there to bear fruit. The floor
was designed with square openings
for each tree. The beautiful wood
floor was 40 by 60 feet and built
around four orange trees that had
been pruned. The roof was made of
lattice-work that allowed in filtered
sunlight. The walls were low with
screening covering the upper section
to the roof. Rustic booth-like tables
and chairs were placed near the
walls and a small platform was built
at the south end for an electric piano
player and the orchestra. The music
was usually provided by a high
caliber four or five piece band.
Exhibition dancing such as the
Charleston was performed often by
special dancers. Dancing around the

trees
was
not
particularly
inconvenient; in fact people could
pluck an orange or two during while
dancing. Later as there were fewer
oranges on the trees, more were
simply wired on.
A small admittance fee was
charged; the people would show
their appreciation of the orchestra
and special dancers by tossing
confetti and coins at them. Light
refreshments were sold and more
potent beverages were consumed
outside
during
the
musical
intermissions. The orchestra played
until midnight and always ended with
“Auld Lang Syne.”
The Orange
Garden was located in what is now
the fire wood lot adjacent to the little
wooden building (currently Hughes
Equip. Repair) just east of the gas
station on the southeast corner of
Campo Road and Bancroft Drive.

Submitted by Charles Biggs to the Dec. 2003 issue of SVCA’s newsletter The Lookout, Vol. 8 No. 4.

* Mrs. Ayers filed the Whispering Pines subdivision plat in 1929, a development northeast of Julian (Fetzer 2009:232)

Spring Valley Memories of the 1950s
and Casa de Oro’s Gold Tower
Bob Cederdahl recently shared some of his memories of
growing up in Spring Valley during the 1950s. We hope
this will inspire more SVHS members to send us their
memories for our upcoming display. Here is an excerpt:
“My dad, Rudy Cederdahl, built the 4th or 5th house on S.
Rogers Road (which we later purchased), immediately
across the street from the retired Spring Valley Post
Master General (Mr. Sunderson, I think was his name)
who lived in the middle of a giant avocado grove where all
of Faith Chapel is now located. It was a quiet, easy-living
place. I was always sad to see another orange or
avocado grove disappear as the area grew.

Casa De Oro tower, which once stood at the eastern
entrance of the community, on Campo Rd.
Photo courtesy of Bob Cederdahl
Fetzer, Leland. 2009. The Cuyamacas. Sunbelt Publications
Spring Valley Historical Society

There was a ‘gold’ tower (see photo at left) on Campo Rd.
near the Mobil gas station labeled ‘CASA de ORO’
(‘house of gold’). It had a door in back and was large
enough to walk into. This was on the north side of Campo
Rd. at the east end, but was removed in the late 1950s I
believe.”
-5-
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◊ † EVENTS AROUND TOWN † ◊

Annual Mt. Helix Foundation
Old-fashioned Caroling on the Mountain
Sun. Dec. 14 • 6:30-8 pm

Lakeside Historical Society’s

26th Historic Holiday Home Tour
Sat. Dec. 6 • 10 am - 2 pm
This year’s self-guided tour takes you to five
holiday decorated homes including a Blossom
Valley “mansion;” two Moreno Valley homes one with majestic Clydesdale horses, an
antiques sale, and 4-H Club bake sale; a
Eucalyptus Hills master landscaped yard; a
Lakeview home decorations; and the Van
Ommering Dairy in El Monte Valley. Tickets
and tour map can be purchased at the 1896
Olde Community Church located at 9906 Maine
Ave., Lakeside. Ticket donation of $15; $7.50
for child under 12 (funds help maintain their
1896 church). For info call: 619-561-1886.
Mrs. Claus’s Christmas Resale Gift Shoppe will
be open for business – where you can find
those old-time decorations, unique gifts, etc.
LHS museum is regularly open 11 am -3 pm Sat.

www.lakesidehistory.org

This free family event is a great way to get into the
holiday spirit. Coffee, hot cocoa, and baked goods
will be provided. A raffle for a variety of great items
will be held. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight,
cushions & blankets.
Shuttles to the historic Mt. Helix Amphitheatre will
run from the San Miguel Fire Station at 10105 Vivera
Dr. beginning at 6:15 pm. Call 619-741-4363 for
more info; www.mthelixpark.org

Holiday in the Park
Sat. Dec. 13 • 12 pm – 9 pm
Old Town State Historic Park

Celebrate the holidays of yesteryear in the
richly decorated park with special holiday treats,
old-fashioned music, and living-history activities.
On Sunday, the annual Las Posadas
Procession will begin at 5 pm. This candlelit
procession reenacts the biblical story of Joseph
and Mary’s search for a birthplace of the Christ
child. At 2:30 pm, preceding the procession, a
choir will perform traditional holiday songs in both
English and Spanish. A piñata party for the
children will be held at 6 pm. Info: 619-220-5422

La Mesa Historical Society’s

Save the Date for the

Traditional Christmas Open House
Sun. Dec. 14 • 2 – 3:30 pm

Annual History Conference

The historic McKinney House Museum (8369
University Ave., at Pine) will once again come
alive celebrating the Christmas season with
traditional old fashioned refreshments,
caroling, and entertainment by harpist Kim
Dodson. A raffle will be held at 3:15 pm.
Call 619-466-0197 for more info or:
www.lamesahistory.com

The theme for the Congress of History’s 50th Annual
Conference is Balboa Park 1915 & Beyond –
celebrating the centennial anniversary of the first
Balboa Park Exposition. The conference of
presentations on the history and development of the
park will be held at the Recital Hall in Balboa Park.
Historic videos will be shown. The exhibit & book
sellers area will be open to the public during the
conference.
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2015 by visiting the
website: www.congressofhistory.org or calling 619469-7283. More details to come.

Their museum is open 1-4 pm on the 2nd & 4th
Sat. of every month.
Vol. 16, No. 3
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Great Gift Idea for the Holidays

Petey’s Post

Our Hills and Valleys is the story
of the Helix-Spring Valley region
of
San
Diego
County,
encompassing
the
Indian
habitation of the area in the
1700s to the modern day landuses, written by Thomas J.
Adema,
former
photograph
archivist for the San Diego
Historical Society.

Hello to all my fans out
there!
And thanks for the
treats!

Some of the uninvited guests have returned.
This has raised a lot of feathers with the resident
hens. My buddy Jim is on alert with his catch
and remove program. By the smell of things,
Jim must have run into a smelly one. He calls
them *!#$&^*?@ skunks.

The book has information on the previous owners
of our adobe and ranch grounds from early settler
Rufus K. Porter, and Hubert Howe Bancroft, the
wealthy California historian who planted olive and
fruit trees on his Helix Farms ranch, to La Mesa
Country Estates. There is also information on
Alfred Isham, the unscrupulous businessman
who bottled Sweetwater Springs water and sold it
as a cure for baldness and so much more.

Recently my buddy Jim was waving his hands
talking up a storm to some visitors. Before long,
they were all talking, all waving their hands,
about a book that Jim now had in his hand. Jim
said “this here book goes into some of the
efforts and endeavors of this famous Bancroft like, when he was only sixteen years old, by
horse and wagon, he went from his hometown of
Granville, Ohio to Buffalo, New York. There, he
got a job that paid him 100 dollars a year,
working as a book clerk at his to be brother-inlaw’s book store. This book is great and we
have a few copies for sale here.” So my buddy
Jim and the people visiting went on and on
about this book, titled “Literary Industries:
Chasing A Vanishing West.” They all left talking
and sounding happy.

The origins of the region's many communities are
described including Casa de Oro, Brookside, La
Presa, Mount Helix, Sweetwater Springs, Rancho
San Diego, Spring Valley Estates, Dictionary Hill,
and Calavo Gardens. The book is beautifully
illustrated with original photographs--many of
them the work of Francis Elliote Patterson, a
noted pioneer photographer and Spring Valley
resident of the 1880s.

Well, come by and give me a scratch
or a treat. You’ll find me on the cool
floor of the old adobe.

The book is 196 pages (softbound), includes 176
photographs; and sells for $20.00 (includes tax)
at the ranch house (see Caretaker Jim). There
are only a few copies left.

Year End Tax Deduction
Suggestion
Please consider making an end-of-year tax
deductible donation to our non-profit society.
It will help defray the cost of our operating
expenses and maintenance projects. Our
fund-raisers and donations are the main way
we bring in money to pay for the upkeep of
this landmark structure in your community.
Tax ID #237317982
Spring Valley Historical Society
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976-0142
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Get in the Holiday Spirit at our
Sat. Dec. 6th program. The singers
perform at 6:00 pm, after our potluck
dinner - starting early at 5:00 pm.
If you have not paid your 2014-2015 dues
this is your LAST Bulletin. We hope you
renew SOON if your address label reads
“DUES EXPIRED”

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.

Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

