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From the President’s Desk . . .
It’s hard to believe that this will be the last column
that I write for 2019! Talk about the year going by fast, this
past Monday (November 18th) we enjoyed summer
weather with a high of 90o immediately followed by nearly
2 inches of rain in two days. I can hardly wait to see the
new crop of weeds growing in my back yard.
As usual I like to take this time to reflect on our
accomplishments and challenges of the past year and to
look ahead to 2020. Our 2019 programs and events were
all very successful, especially the annual yard sale and the
summer Bar-B-Que. Our first Eagle Scout project in many
years has helped improve the Society’s PastPerfect
database. We continued maintaining and improving the
grounds with parking lot repairs, new signs and additional
tree trimming as well as upgrading some of our displays. I
want to thank all the volunteers who helped make 2019
such a success. It is your efforts that keep the Society
going.
Naturally, there were challenges that will continue
into the new year. Foremost, we need to attract new
members if we are to remain viable. We have been a
graying organization for many years and unfortunately time
is beginning to take a toll on our membership. We must
attract and keep younger members in order to ensure the
continued existence of the Bancroft Ranch House.
Another challenge is the fact that our biggest benefactor,
Second District County Supervisor Dianne Jacob, will be
terming out of office. When that happens, we will need to
cultivate a relationship with the new Supervisor that
demonstrates the importance of the Spring Valley
Historical Society to the community and the region.
I hope that many of you will be able to join us for our
traditional holiday feast and entertainment by the Harmony
Galore singers on December 1. I hope your Thanksgiving
celebration is wonderful, that you have the merriest of
Christmas’s, and that the New Year brings you peace and
prosperity!
-- Rob Case

DECEMBER 7th PROGRAM
at 6:30 pm (dinner at 5pm)
Well, the holidays are upon us, so to get
everyone in the holiday spirit, our December
program will once again be the lovely voices
of Harmony Galore - a local group of
businesswomen singing Christmas songs a
cappella, in 4-part harmony.
Our potluck meal will begin one hour
earlier than usual - at 5:00 pm and the
singers will perform at 6:30 pm. Remember,
the society will provide the turkey & ham, so
bring your favorite holiday side dish to make
a bountiful feast. Or you are welcome to
bring some holiday treats for dessert.
After the entertainment,
we will have a Gift
Exchange game. This is
the time to re-gift that lovely
item you got but just can’t
find a place for at your
house.
It should be valued at roughly $10; please
Don’t bring “junk.” Remember this is for
entertainment
(you
don’t
have
to
participate, it’s fun just to watch) - and
anonymous!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec. 7
Potluck – 5:00 pm
Followed by Program – 6:30 pm
@ NOTE EARLIER TIME @
Oct. 16

Board meeting – 7 pm

Jan. 20

Board meeting – 7 pm

Jan. 23

Newsletter deadline

Feb. 1

Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
OPEN
Prorams
Thank you to all who have volunteered here this past year.
Ways/Means Nancy Hagan
Our hard-working volunteer’s efforts were successful.
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Membership
Carol Serr
The Museum and grounds look great. In the coming year more
Bldgs&Grnds Chris Hagan
550-8482
work parties and projects planned.
Curatorial
Pat Case
462-7928
Historian
OPEN
Bancroft Book Club will be meeting in 2020 on the 3rd Monday
Publicity
OPEN
of each month at 9:45 am to 1:00 pm.
Hospitality
Nancy Hagan
Newsletter
Carol Serr
698-1242

Caretaker’s Corner

e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
All area codes are 619
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always
looking for people willing to be docents
to help with giving tours; please contact
him.

Weekend tours keeping staff* here busy.

Hope to see you all at our Holiday program Dec. 7.
Happy Holidays
.

Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur
* FYI – “staff” means our Caretaker Jim.

We
REALLY need volunteers to help give tours. Please
contact Jim if you would like to learn the ropes and
share the history of our museum with visitors.

The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Plants for Sale

Come by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at gate).
We have a variety of plants - at great prices! And we’re always happy to take more
potted plant donations. Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.
Just ask Jim, if you can’t find it.
Vol. 21, No. 3
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SVHS NOTICES
HELP NEEDED:
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help
is greatly needed with giving tours of our
museum and grounds.
Jim shouldn’t be
expected to carry this burden all himself. Drop by
some time and learn the tour spiel from Jim.
Then start giving tours during our visiting hours.
Even if you can only commit to one Sat. or Sun.
each month, your help will be greatly
appreciated.

Raffle Items Needed
How About Re-gifting?
During the coming holiday season, we would like
to remind members that we gladly endorse “regifting.” If you receive a present not to your liking
or use and are considering passing it on
(preferably unused) – please consider donating it
to SVHS as a raffle item. Every donation helps
towards raising funds for Your society. Thank you!

Become a Docent!

Save the Date for the

Annual History Conference

Give Jim a call if you can help (619-469-1480).

March 13 & 14, 2020

The theme for the Congress of History’s 55th Annual
Conference is Remarkable Women: Breaking Down
Barriers/Creating Legacies. Lecture topics celebrate
the deeds of women of the San Diego region and how
they impacted history.

Membership News
Welcome to NEW members:
Sam & Grace Monacelli
Thank you to all members who have
continued your support to our society by
renewing your dues, and especially those who
also made donations (for postage, etc.). If
members have not renewed for our July-June
membership year, this will be your last
newsletter issue. We hope you will renew
your dues Soon. And we Thank you!
Carol Serr
Membership Chair

The conference will be held at the Portuguese
Historical Center (PHC), Portuguese Hall, located at
2818 Avenida de Portugal, 92106 in Pt. Loma. The
exhibits & book sellers – all open to the public – will be
in the conference room. Organizations who want an
exhibit table need to contact Louise Torio at:
historicsandiego@aol.com to see if any tables are still
available.
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2018 by visiting the
website: www.congressofhistory.org or calling 619-4697283. More details to come.

Preserving Memories
For those who live in Spring Valley, we would like you
to SHARE your memories or old photos of the area
with SVHS. We can scan photos to quickly return them
(while you wait). Or we can archive them for posterity
should you choose to donate them to SVHS. But, along
with photos, we would like to know when you came to
Spring Valley; or when you started your business here;
and what your fondest memories are. This is your
community – please help preserve the old memories of
how things used to be, to share with those who come
along in the future.
Anyone who was here in the 1950s – we would like you
to share your photos and/or memories for our current
exhibit. Please contact our Curator, Pat Case (see pg 2).

Spring Valley Historical Society
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SHARE YOUR OLD PHOTOS OF SPRING VALLEY
A picture (or photograph) is worth a thousand words, right? So – do you have any old photos of Spring Valley? Please share
them with SVHS to preserve the memories of our community. We will gladly scan the image and return it to you to keep for your
family history.
Below is a 1973 newspaper photo on the ground-breaking for the Casa de Oro gateway sign installed at the southeast corner of
Campo Rd. and Kenwood Dr. entering Casa de Oro. Note SVHS Life member Juanita Mangels at right.
Thanks to Bob Cederdahl for sharing this clipping with SVHS. The sign is shown at bottom of page.

Meegan’s Memories
from 1955 to the 1960s
SVHS member Meegan Gosseline shared some of
her memories growing up in the Brookside
community, located west of Bancroft Drive and east
of Broadway – just “over the hill” from the Ranch
House. All SVHS members are encouraged to share
how things were when you lived in the Spring Valley
area. You can even dictate them to our Curator Pat
Case, if you don’t have time to write them down.
If you lived in the Brookside neighborhood, you went
to Spring Valley Elementary School located on Bancroft
Dr. and Spring Place. The bus would only take
rd
th
th
Kindergarten to 3 grade students. The 4 to 6 graders
had to walk to and from school. We could take a lot of
different routes when we walked. Depending on the time
of year and how hot it was, helped us decide. We could go
down Olive or Kenwood to Bancroft Dr. Golf Dr. was a bit
shadier and we enjoyed walking by the olive trees.
Sometimes we would find ripe loquats to eat. We would
spot horned lizards and trap-door spider doorways.
Sometimes we rode our bikes.
In the spring, the hill behind Par Dr. that ran up to
Sweetwater Rd. was covered in grass. We would get
sheets of cardboard and slide down the hill as if it were
snow.
We used to play kick-the-can on Trophy Dr. It was a
bit like hide-and-seek, except that you had to get back and
kick the can before the seeker got you. Bunches of us
would play this at a time.
I remember going to Bancroft Elementary and lining
up to be given a sugar cube to eat. This was how the polio
vaccine was administered.
The area now known as Lamar County Park used to
be called the LaSalle Estate. The Girl Scout troops used
to camp there under the trees. The Boy Scouts camped
along what is now Broadway and Spring St., near the
present-day IHOP and stores. Originally this was a
wooded area of eucalyptus trees. McGowan’s Turkey
Ranch was not far away, and Highway 94 did not exist.
th
Near the end of the school year, the 6 graders would
th
have a picnic. All 6 grade students and teachers would
walk from Spring Valley Elementary along Bancroft Dr. to
Eucalyptus Park for the picnic.

Vol. 21 No. 3
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Above is a photo and brief article on the construction of
the amphitheater on Mt. Helix from a 1927 Popular
Mechanics magazine.

Year End Tax Deduction
Suggestion
Please consider making an end-of-year tax
deductible donation to our non-profit society. It
will help defray the cost of our operating expenses
and maintenance projects. Our fund-raisers and
donations are the main way we bring in money to
pay for the upkeep of this landmark structure in
your community. Tax ID #237317982

Spring Valley Historical Society
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Annual Mt. Helix Foundation
Old-fashioned Caroling on the Mountain
Sat. Dec. 7 • 2 - 7 pm

 ◊ † EVENTS AROUND TOWN † ◊ 

Lakeside Historical Society’s
Mrs. Claus’s

Christmas Resale Shoppe

Open Nov. 30 thru Dec. 21
Tues. – Thurs. & Sat. 10 am - 2 pm
Fri. 11:30 am - 3 pm
Open till 8 pm on Dec. 7th
This shoppe features a cornucopia of color and
everything Christmas. You can find those old-time
decorations, lights, baskets, glassware, children’s
items, unique gifts, etc.
Located at the Olde Community Church at 9906
Maine Ave., Lakeside. For info call: 619-561-1886.

This free family event is a great way to get into the
holiday spirit. Coffee, hot cocoa, and cookies will be
provided. There will be crafts for sale and Santa for
photos. Nativity Story at 6 pm. Dress warmly and
bring a flashlight, cushions & blankets.
Shuttles to the historic Mt. Helix Amphitheatre will
run from the Grossmont HS Staff lot beginning at 2
pm; last one at 6 pm. Call 619-741-4363 for more
info; www.mthelixpark.org/christmas-caroling

LHS Museum is regularly open 10am - 2 pm Sat.

www.lakesidehistory.org

Holiday in the Park

Battle Day

Sat. Dec. 14 • 12 pm – 9 pm
Old Town State Historic Park

Battle of San Pasqual Re-enactment
Sun. Dec. 1 • 11 am - 3 pm

Re-live history of the bloodiest battle fought
during the U.S.-Mexican War in 1846. Enjoy seeing
period craft demonstrations, music & dancing, and
foods. A military encampment will be set up.
Refreshments will be available.
San Pasqual Battlefield State Park is located
just over 1 mi. east of the Safari Park on State Hwy
78 at 15808 San Pasqual Valley Rd. For more info
call 760-737-2201 (weekends) or 619-220-5422.
For more details, visit: http://www.spbva.org/

Celebrate the holidays of yesteryear in the richly
decorated park with special holiday treats, oldfashioned music, and living-history activities. Caroling
begins at 5 pm.
The annual Las Posadas
Procession will begin at 5 pm.
This candlelit
procession reenacts the biblical story of Joseph and
Mary’s search for a birthplace of the Christ child.
After the procession, there will be a piñata for kids and
a bonfire with hot cocoa & s’mores. Info: 619-297-3100

Parking available in upper lot of the San Diego
Archaeological Center (to the right/east of the St. Park
grounds). Visit the Center for Free on this day also.

La Mesa Historical Society’s
Chula Vista Heritage Museum

Traditional Christmas Open House
Sun. Dec. 15 • 2 – 4 pm

RUTH:
Remember Us The Holocaust

8369 University Ave., at Pine

The historic McKinney House Museum will once
again come alive celebrating the Christmas season
with traditional old fashioned refreshments, caroling,
and musical entertainment. A raffle will be held at
3:15 pm.
Call 619-466-0197 for more info or visit their
website, at: lamesahistory.com/event/2019-holidayopen-house/

exhibit premiers Sun. Jan. 12

South Bay Survivors tell their stories at the Chula Vista
Library; monthly activities through Dec. 2020.
At 365 F St., Chula Vista, 91910.
For more info call 619-691-5069

Their museum is open 1-4 pm on the 2nd & 4th Sat.
of every month.
Vol. 21, No. 3
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At left, an 1890s National City & Otay Railway advertisement,
noting a visit to the “famous Sweetwater Dam.”

The photo above shows early construction of the dam, in 1887.

Damage to the dam from the 1916 flood.
.

Spring Valley Historical Society

This is a ca. 1910 colorized postcard of the Sweetwater dam,
which was completed in 1888.
.
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976-0142
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Get in the Holiday Spirit at our
Sat. Dec. 7th program. The singers
perform at 6:30 pm, after our potluck
dinner - starting early at 5:00 pm.

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.

Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

