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From the President's Desk...
I want to thank everyone who joined our program earlier this month
on Zoom; we had both out-of-town and local members participating.
The program followed earlier ones featuring Augustus Ensworth,
original owner (and builder) of the property, by Jim Van Meter and a
presentation on the recently completed major maintenance on the
wood Annex building by Chris Hagan. We are working to make both
presentations available on our website very soon.
The June meeting focused on the near- and long-term opportunities
and challenges facing the Spring Valley Historical Society to continue
our stewardship of our Bancroft Ranch House Museum. I had the
honor to act as moderator and the following is a summary of what
was discussed.
I started with our Mission statement (“Spring Valley Historical
Society is dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation and
dissemination of the heritage of the Spring Valley area to benefit and
educate the local community”) and Vision statement (“To promote
community pride through the celebration of all people who have
called Spring Valley their home”) to set a foundation for the
discussion.
Looking ahead for the next five years, I believe that our greatest
opportunities are:
To preserve and maintain our national and state landmark
property;
To accumulate and perpetuate the history of the Spring Valley
region;
To offer interesting programming to our members and the public;
To engage with more of the “Spring Valley” community;
To host clubs and special events like birthdays, Scout events, etc.;
To give back to the Spring Valley community (Rummage Sale);
To provide training to our volunteers (collections, software, etc.);
and
To expand our electronic footprint (webpage, social media, etc.).
Article will continue on page 3

2021 SVHS Program Dates
Our upcoming programs will be held
in person at the Bancroft Ranch
House. Please follow us on Facebook
and watch your email for
announcements.
Mark these 2021 dates on your
calendar and plan to join us:
August 7, 2021
BBQ @ 4pm
Presentation @ 5pm
Margaret Tyler
San Diego County Spinners
October 2, 2021
Time: TBA
Hector Valtierra
"The Natural History of Spring
Valley and the Sweetwater River"
December 4, 2021
Time: TBA
Holiday Party
We look forward to seeing you in
2021!
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, July 19th at 7pm
via Zoom
Monday, August 16th at 7pm
via Zoom
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Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.
If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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Caretaker's Corner
Summer rolls in with our wonderful roller coaster
weather here in beautiful Spring Valley. Very enjoyable,
with shadows of May gray behind and all of the
conversations turning to “Oh June gloom." Loving every
minute here...before days in July turn to warm days and
warm nights...fan weather.
The weather is always safe to chat about...praise and
complain.
As all of us have had more than a year with pandemic
transitions and precautions, pandemic restrictions, some
with exhausting sadness of loss of jobs, homes, futures, a
loved one, a friend, and the future to work with if
infected. To vaccinate...when...now...or not...aggression
arrives.
Anxious to return to something we once called normal or
some say will be the new normal. Rolling through the
guidelines, the tiers, the restrictions set forth by State and
County, we come to a point of the decision, “To
Mask...or...Not to Mask."
Some lessons will repeat...cleaning, social distance with
visitors, capacity, wearing a mask. The museum is open to
the public who come here from elsewhere...wearing a
mask can put others at ease, the virus is airborne.
The Museum is open...back to regular days and hours
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 1pm to 4pm, group tours are
by appointment.
We are still collecting rummage and money donations.
Planned projects are being worked on. We are moving
with great hopes forward! So try and drop in for some
lemonade, share a story, see what's going on down
Memory Lane.
Continues on page 5, with Barnyard News Flash.
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From the President's Desk...Continued From Page 1
On the other hand, our greatest challenges, in my opinion, are:
The Bancroft Ranch House is in a less than desirable
neighborhood;
We have a limited volunteer staff;
Even with expansion, parking is limited to 15 spaces maximum;
Seating in the Annex is limited depending on the type of event;
The Society is dependent on County grant money to stay solvent;
We currently have a graying membership;
Our current personnel have limited digital skills; and
We need to connect with all Spring Valley sub-communities.
Not all of these topics could be discussed due to time constraints but
the ones that were include suggestions to:
continue membership meetings on Zoom, even when we go back
to in-person sessions;
prepare materials that encourage group visits (school trips, adult
education tours, etc.);
attract more Boy Scout (Eagle) and Girl Scout (Gold) projects;
invite local groups to use our facilities for meetings or other
events; and
generate new displays and events to celebrate various holidays
that will attract visitors.
Areas that were not touched upon included recruiting a younger
membership, developing a strong relationship with our new County
Supervisor Joel Anderson to ensure our financial stability, as well as
increasing our volunteer staff including docents, information
technology, and social media specialists, etc.
If any of you have comments on the above or other suggestions to
improve the Society and its interaction with the Spring Valley
community, please contact us at SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com We are
eager to hear from you.
Sincerely,
Robert P. Case, President
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Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the
entrance to the grounds (at gate).
There are a variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to take
more plant donations.

SVHS Notices
DONATIONS:
Thanks to all the generous
members who have donated to our
Building & Grounds Maintenance
Fund either by check or through
our GoFundMe page. You can
donate by going to the following
webpage:
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en
/campaign/spring-valley-historicalsociety-building-repair-fund
Scroll down to the lower left and
click on the photo of the Adobe to
get in.
Thank you!
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The Adobe's Future
by Sarah Moore, VP Programs
Our series about the Adobe’s past, present and future concluded Saturday, June 5th with a presentation and
discussion led by Robert Case, SVHS President. Twenty one people joined the Zoom program and participated
in a thoughtful discussion.
To begin the meeting Rob reminded us of our mission: Spring Valley Historical Society is dedicated to the
discovery, collection, preservation and dissemination of the heritage of the Spring Valley area to benefit and
educate the local community. And vision: To promote community pride through the celebration of all people
who have called Spring Valley their home. Rob’s presentation included thoughts regarding the challenges
experienced by the society and opportunities available to us as we look to the future. It was wonderful, and
much appreciated, to hear so many neat ideas shared by the membership that will be used in our planning. You
can follow our social media accounts, Facebook and Instagram, to see what we are up to.
Thank you to our presenters in the Adobe series, Jim Van Meter, Chris Hagan and Robert Case for the
informative presentations. I certainly enjoyed them and have received wonderful feedback. Thanks to each of
you!
Now that the county has lifted many of the pandemic restrictions, our plan is to return to in-person programs.
We are looking forward to hearing about a local teams’ history with the International Back-to-Back Wool
Challenge in August and “The Natural History of Spring Valley and the Sweetwater River” in October. We will
be sure to update you by email with details for the events.

SAVE THE DATE
The August annual summer picnic will feature the San Diego County Spinners on Saturday, August 7, from
4:00-7:00pm. Margaret Tyler will present on the history of the group’s participation in the Annual
International Back-to-Back Wool Challenge. The program will take place on the grounds of the Bancroft Ranch
House. You’re invited to come and hear about making a sweater in record time from sheep’s back to human’s
back, have a barbecued hot dog (individually packaged chips and bottled water will be provided), and enjoy the
park for what should be a pleasant summer evening. The San Diego County Spinners will have handcrafted
items available for sale with proceeds benefiting cancer research and the Spring Valley Historical Society. Join
us at 4pm for BBQ and 5pm for the presentation. We look forward to seeing you all!
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Ranch House Updates...
The Ranch House is in the midst of some significant
improvements. For starters the parking lot has been expanded so
that we now have 15 regular spaces plus 1 handicapped space. This
will really be helpful for our general meetings as well as future
events that we are planning. For our general meetings if you drive
a compact car please feel free to drive through the main gate and
use one of the inside spaces starting with the one closest to the
Ranch house. Secondly the front porch of the Ranch house is being
replaced. Our original plan was to remove the existing porch
entirely and replace it with concrete but after addressing a couple
challenges with that plan the board approved an alternate. We are
now building a support frame of pressure treated lumber with
composite decking on top to recreate its original look but with
modern materials that should last for decades. If all goes well it will
be completed in time for the August general meeting. I look
forward to seeing those who can make it!

Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays
Margaret Tyler - July 25th
Don Williams - August 9th
Let us help you celebrate! Send us your
birthday (month and day) via email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Check us out at:
springvalleyhistoricalsociety

Sincerely,
Chris Hagan - Building and Grounds Chair

Caretaker's Corner...Continued From Page 2
Barnyard News Flash:
Resident hens and roosters still getting ruffled about late night visitors, uninvited guests, local raccoons,
coyotes, a friendly neighbor possum named Johnny Carson.
Some plans on upgrading security with a security dog...might even get some more range chickens, will know
more after a corporate fowl meeting.
Tours in the past couple weeks which have slowly increased on weekends. No scheduled group tours yet.
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker, Director, Raconteur
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Curator's Corner
by Pat Case, Curator
EUCALYPTUS PARK- DID YOU KNOW…
Spring Valley has a semi-arid climate and receives less than 10 inches of
rain a year. Before modern times the land was covered with shrubs,
cactus, and very few trees. The main source of water was the fresh
water springs. The early settlers had to rely on the springs or else drilled
a well to live and farm their land.
One of the early settlers was Charles Simon Crosby. Charles Simon
Crosby moved to the south end of Spring Valley in 1868. On Oct. 16, 1873
he married 19 year old Rufina Porter, daughter of Rufus Porter. Rufus
was the second owner of what would become the Bancroft Ranch House.
Later they moved to a ranch just north of the Porter Ranch.
During the years of 1869-1870 Spring Valley was in a drought and only
received 5 ½ inches of rain during the growing season. It was difficult
times for the valley.

i

In 1880 Crosby obtained seeds from a
shipment from Australia for eucalyptus
trees. He planted the seeds in boxes and
transplanted the seedlings on his ranch in a
canyon in hopes of selling or using the
wood,
but
Eucalyptus
wood
was
undesirable for building. However, the
trees made good shade.
This canyon
became known as Eucalyptus Canyon and
many people enjoyed picnicking in the
grove. Crosby sold to Bancroft in 1886.
Continued on next page.

Membership News
Welcome New Members:
Rick Schudar
Vince & Wanetta Sherrod
Lyn Earl
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Our membership year begins July 1st. Please make the effort to renew
your dues sooner, rather than later, so you don't risk the chance of
missing your newsletter with notices of upcoming program changes
and museum re-opening news. And please get your friends and
relatives to join too!
Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Thank you
Carol Serr - Membership Chair

-6-

Spring Valley Historical Society

July/August 2021

Bancroft Bulletin

Curator's Corner...Continued From Page 6
The property was later purchased by Walter S. Lieber, a resident ln La Jolla who also owned a home in
Grossmont. Lieber generously deeded the 80 acre grove to San Diego County as a Christmas gift in 1929. Lieber
explained that when he had arrived in San Diego, he was without good health, friends or wealth and made this
gift to the people of the county in gratitude because he now enjoyed all three. This gift was honored and
celebrated on July 4, 1930 and the park was dedicated as Eucalyptus Park. A bronze plaque was embedded in a
large boulder at the site and is inscribed:
Given by Walter S. Lieber to the County of San Diego Christmas, 1929, for the inspiration and pleasure of
the people. “The groves were God’s first temples.” These trees were planted in 1880. (Our Hills and Valleys,
p.42-43, 140-141)
The summit of Mount Helix was built by the Civil Works Administration and was completed for Easter service
March 28, 1934. The roads, stone railings and drainage ditches along Bancroft creek were also improved and
completed later that year. (p147)

July 4, 1930 Eucalyptus Park dedication

Happy 4th of July
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Remembering the Past
For those who live or who grew up in the Spring Valley
area we would like you to share your memories of the
area with SVHS. When did you come to Spring Valley,
what are some of your favorite memories, did you own a
business in the area, do you have photos of the area from
years ago? Email your ideas and thoughts to us at
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com and we will publish
them in the Bancroft Bulletin.
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

