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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
June 4            Program – 7 pm 

Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 
 ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

 
June 20        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
July 18        Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
July 27    Newsletter deadline 
 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 Greetings to all of our friends and supporters.  I hope all 
of you have been enjoying our wonderful spring weather, I 
know we have.  Summer is just around the corner so enjoy 
June Gloom while you can because the heat is on the way. 
 I would like everyone to know that the April Founder’s 
Day celebration was very successful thanks to our 
dedicated volunteers who set up, prepared refreshments, 
and shared their time with the many visitors who dropped 
in.  Yours truly gave a brief overview of the history of the 
Bancroft Ranch House and the Historical Society to the 
assembled guests.  We got more exposure in the 
community through our website and social media and we 
even got some new members. 
 June will be an exciting month for the Society.  Not only 
do we have a very interesting speaker for the meeting but 
we will be receiving a new exhibition display case for the 
museum sometime around June 6th and so there will be 
some re-arranging of display cabinets courtesy of the San 
Diego County Board of Supervisors and Supervisor Dianne 
Jacob in particular.  Her support of our 2015-16 Community 
Enhancement Grant request has helped cover operational 
expenses and major tree trimming as well as the display 
cabinet.  Just as important, on June 14th the Society will 
again request support from the Board of Supervisors to 
complete tree trimming, add more security lighting, and 
replace the outdated computer and software that we have 
been using for many years.  Please take a little time to call, 
email, or write Supervisor Jacob to support our grant 
request. 
 Our June 4th meeting is the annual election of Board 
officers.  While the usual three suspects are willing to serve 
another term, we really do need more members – like YOU 
– to fill one of the open positions (see list on left column of 
page 2).  The Board meetings are held on the third Monday 
of each month at the Bancroft Ranch House annex room 
starting at 7 PM and usually ends around 8:30 or 9:00.  
Please consider volunteering to serve your society. 
 Well that’s all the news I have for this issue.  I hope to 
see many local members at our meeting Saturday.  
 

Yours truly, Rob Case 
 
 
 

 

 JUNE 4th PROGRAM 
 

Kate Sessions 
The Mother of Balboa Park 

 
The history of Kate Sessions will be 
presented by a speaker dressed in period 
costume portraying the famed 
horticulturalist and “Mother of Balboa 
Park.”  Come hear about all her 
contributions to San Diego’s “City Park” 
(now known as Balboa Park) and beyond. 
 

See you there! 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldg/Grnds Ch. OPEN (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case  462-7928 

Historian OPEN 

Publicity OPEN  
Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley,  (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
 Hello to all that read this fine newsletter.   
 On Memorial Day there will be a bell ringing ceremony as 
we raise the flag here.  Memory Lane War Memorial was 
assembled in 1947. 
 Busy with tours and proposed work parties here at the 
museum and grounds.  A group tour on May 10 of 20 adults 
from The Arc of San Diego.  They had a picnic lunch picnic and 
a tour, and they left a 25 dollar donation. Thanks goes out to 
them. They all had a good time.  They were busy taking 
“selfies” in front of 1950s displays in the Annex room as they 
reminisced about that decade.  Getting a selfie with the manikin 
dressed in her 1950s Poodle Skirt was a “must” to get. 
 The Victorian Ladies will be hosting a Tea on June 5. Call 
Lady Rebecca at 619-248-2134 for info regarding place, time, 
and tickets.  They will return meeting here in September. 
For the two book clubs that meet here, The Presenters and 
Bancroft Book Club, call 619 469-1480 for time and days. 
 Still accumulating rummage for our annual fund-raiser – 
postponed for sometime in Oct.  Please donate your gently 
used items.  Call for pickup if you are not able to drop off items 
at the museum. 

 Congratulations to UCSD student Katrin Pesch, on receiving 
her Ph.D. after working the past six years on her dissertation – 
resulting in a 57 min. long documentary video titled “Finding 
Things I Don’t Want to Find” (see info on page 7).  It consists of 
events, past history, and current events of the Spring Valley 
Historical Society here at the Bancroft Ranch House Museum. 
The completed work displays some of the wonderful efforts of 
the Historical Society.  Katrin wishes to show the film here for a 
future program.  Thank you Katrin for your interest in our 
museum, society, and preservation of history. 
 Barnyard Newsflash: chicken rustlers spotted in the early 
dawn.  Guard dog alerted.  With some help, feathers have been 
fluffed in the barnyard.  A large owl is the prime suspect in the 
loss of two resident hens.  Local chicken rustlers also stealing 
young chicks.  Mother hens and roosters making racket; 
investigation in process.  Mayhem. 
 
Hope to see you at the next program and pot-luck. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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Membership News 
 

Welcome new members: 
Mark and Lorna Bentley 

 
Our membership year begins JULY 1st.  
Please make the effort to renew your dues 
sooner, rather than later, so you don’t risk 
the chance of missing your newsletter with 
notices of upcoming programs and events.  
And get your friends and relatives to join too!  
Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you.      
                      Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

Remember, we Always Need DOCENTS to help with giving TOURS 

2016-2017 OFFICER ELECTION 
 

It’s that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate of officers for our fiscal year 
beginning in July 2016.  As you know, the same few members have been keeping the society 
running for over eight years. We really NEED a Ways & Means Chair to organize fund-raising 
activities (like the rummage sale).  We appreciate all those who are serving on the Board and 
encourage other members to step up and join the Fun.   
Nominees will be accepted at our June meeting when elections are held.  

PLEASE volunteer to serve 

Elected Board Positions Slate 

President .......................  Rob Case 

1st VP - Programs .........  (YOU?) 

2nd VP - Ways & Means  (YOU?) 

Secretary ......................  Carol Myers 

Treasurer ......................  Carol Serr 

 

Curatorial Committee Chair Pat Case can always use help 
with creating new displays for our museum.  Our Buildings 
& Grounds Committee can always use some additional 
helping hands.   
 

We NEED a volunteer for our Historian.  And we sure could 
use someone to help bolster the society with better (more) 
Publicity.  A Hospitality person is really needed also - to 
set-up for our programs.  

Won’t YOU please help your society?? 

Please Remember to Renew your Dues in July! 
SOHO offers Silent Sundays 

a series of Silent Classic Films 
Adobe Chapel Museum, Old Town 

3963 Conde St. 
June 12, July 10, Aug. 14 & Sept. 11 

at 7pm* 
 

Tickets are $10.  Seating is limited; purchase 
tickets soon on the SOHO website:  
www.sohosandiego.org or by calling  
619-297-7511. 
 
First two movies are:   
Sally of the Sawdust (1925) and 
The Viking (1928) 
 
* Refreshments served at 7, movie begins at 7:30 
 

  

http://www.sohosandiego.org/
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Kate Sessions – Mother of Balboa Park 
San Diego’s “City Park” – now known as 
Balboa Park – originally a dry shrub covered 
area void of trees, owes its beautification and 
lush landscaping largely to the contributions of 
horticulturalist Kate Sessions.  In 1892, she 
offered to plant 100 trees each year within the 
Park in exchange for the use of 32 of the 1,400 
acres the City had set aside for the park (in 
1868) – on which to grow plants for her 
commercial nursery.  Most of the older trees 
still in the park were planted by her or during 
tree planting parties with her friends.  She is 
credited with planting the popular jacaranda 
tree.  The park now contains 350 plant species. 
 
September 22 in 1935, during the California 
Pacific International Exposition, was dedicated 
to Ms. Sessions - when she was named the 
“Mother of Balboa Park.”  An elementary school 
in Pacific Beach and a park on Mount Soledad 
are named in her honor. 
 
A children’s picture book written by H. Joseph 
Hopkins, presents her story and contributions 
to San Diego civic life.  The 2013 book is titled 
The Tree Lady: The Story of How One Tree-
loving Woman Changed a City Forever. 

This bronze statue of Katherine Olivia “Kate” Sessions (1857-1940) 
was dedicated in 1998, and guards the west entrance to Balboa Park 
near the Cabrillo Bridge (southwest corner of Balboa Dr. & El Prado). 

Southwest park entrance at 6th Ave. and Date St. in 1906. (San Diego History Center files; taken from CSUSM “City Park” webpage) 
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 Has your family lived in the Spring Valley 
area for decades?  If so, we really would 
like a record of where you lived and how 
things changed over the years.  It may seem 
mundane or unimportant to you, but before 
the memories fade, we would like to record 
how things used to be around here, where 
you shopped, went to school, and the names 
of your relatives who first moved here.  Old 
photographs would be great too.  We can 
scan them and return them to you. Or, if you 
would like to donate the photos to us, that 
would be Great! 
 If you don’t feel like you can write up the 
stories yourself, please contact our Curator 
Pat Case (see page 2), and she will interview 
you or record an oral history – for posterity. 
Don’t wait before it’s too late. 

Men lighting fuses to loosen soil in the park prior to planting on April 20, 
1912. (San Diego History Center files; taken from CSUSM “City Park” 
webpage) 

Young Kate Sessions, above and in her later years, at right. (San Diego 
Public Library; taken from CSUSM “City Park” webpage) 

At right, Park vegetation shown in this view of the California 
Tower under construction in 1914 prior to the 1915 
Exposition. Looking northeast from approximately Nate’s 
Point Dog Park. (San Diego History Center files; taken from 
CSUSM “City Park” webpage) 
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◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Spring Tractor Show 

& Harvest Fair 
June 18-19 

& 25-26 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 

50 Acres of All Day Fun! 
 
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in 
Vista is holding their annual celebration with 
live music & entertainment, hay rides, working 
demonstrations of antique equipment (parade 

at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts & 
crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks, 
children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.    
Admission Adults: $10; 65+ $9; Kids 6-12: $7; 
Under 6: Free. 
 
See website for more details: www.agsem.com 
The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.  More info: 800-
587-2286. 
 

San Diego Antique Bottle 

 & Collectibles Club 

Antique Bottle &  
  Collectibles  
 Show & Sale 

     Sat. June 11 • 9 am – 3 pm 
Al Bahr Shrine Temple 

5440 Kearny Mesa Rd. 

(Clairemont Mesa Blvd. at SR 163) 

 
General Admission (9 am – 12 pm) $2  

“Early Bird” admission at 7:30 am $10 

FREE admission after noon 

Kids under 12 free (with adult) 
 

There will be 50 sales tables, educational 
displays, & great raffle prizes; free parking.  For 
more info and location map, see their website:  

www.sdbottleclub.org 

Alpine History Day 

Sat. June 4 • 11 am – 2 pm 
Alpine Historical Society’s Heritage Park 

2116 Tavern Road 
 
Bring the whole family to celebrate Alpine’s pioneer 
past with good food*, historical exhibits, Civil War 
memorabilia & quilts, tin-type photos, 50/50 raffle and 
door prizes.   
 
Tour their two pioneer houses; and see a Model T 
Ford and old farming equipment.  
 
* Lunch of hot dog or hamburger, chips, and drink, 
may be purchased for $5; ice cream sundae  $3 

For more info, call 619-659-8740 
www.alpinehistory.org 

Old Town State Historic Park 

1800s Style 4th of July 
Celebration 

Mon. July 4 • 10 am – 4 pm 
 
Free, old fashioned celebration in the Old Town Plaza - 
come in your patriotic attire. Enjoy a picnic on the plaza; 
family activities throughout the day (games of skill, egg 
toss, cakewalk, & pie eating contest); public parade 
around the plaza; periodic canon firings, and raising of the 
American flag at noon.   

For more info: (619) 220-5422 
or visit www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego 

 

Pacific Southwest Railway Museum 
Lets you be 

an Engineer-for-an-Hour 
June 26, July 10, 24, Aug. 7, 21, Sept. 4, 18 

10:00, 11:30, 2:00 and 3:30 pm 
750 Depot Street, Campo 91906 

 

Reserve your one-hour slot to run a diesel 
locomotive, at the cost of $175 (non-PSRM members; 
price includes a new membership); must be 16 or 
older. Reserve early here: www.psrm.org/efah/ 
 

All family members can Ride An Old-time Train 
every Sat. & Sun. Check website for times. 

 
Call 619-478-9937 or see their website www.psrm.org 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego
http://www.psrm.org/efah/
http://www.psrm.org/
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Petey’s Post 
 

Hello to all my fans out there  
and thanks for the treats. 
 
 
Just when you start to relax something happens. 
Some of my friends with feathers are gone - no 
longer in the barnyard.  My buddy Jim got loud 
about the recent disappearance of hens and 
chicks.  Being a guard dog part-time, and at my 
age, it‘s tough.  Going to put in for time off to go to 
a Canine Only Retreat, where all you hear is “you 
want more?” and how cute you are.  It’s good to 
take time off when the feathers hit the fan.  Bow 
wow. 
 
Thanks for all the nice treats and tummy rubs. 
Come by and give me a scratch or treat any time.  
You will probably find me on the  
cool floor of the old adobe.   

 

 

We Still Need Your 

Spring Valley Memories 
 
Many SVHS members lived in our community 
during the 1950s – so we hope you will share 
your memories of how things where back then, 
including what stores and businesses were in 
existence in your neighborhood, games you 
played as a child, whatever comes to mind.   
 
Please send your info to our Curator Pat Case by 
e-mail case619@cox.net (or our PO Box, on back 
cover) or contact her at (619) 462-7928. 

Katrin Pesch, Ph.D. from UCSD 
presents 

Finding Things I Don't Want To Find 
SME 149, Structural and Material Engineering Bldg 

UCSD campus, 9500 Gilman Dr., La Jolla 
Tues., May 31 at 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm. 
Thurs., June 2 at 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

This essay film presents an experimental 
ethnography that traces material and immaterial 
encounters around the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum in East County San Diego.  An obscure 
national and state historical landmark, the small 
museum also acts as a social hub and market place 
for a medley of things ranging from artifacts to 
discarded goods.  Finding Things I Don’t Want To 
Find takes its cue from the museum’s unorthodox 
archive where the historical and the personal gather 
in relics as much as in refuse.  By following the daily 
routines of the site’s Caretaker, the film unravels how 
eccentric practices and unruly objects destabilize the 
museum’s official narrative. A reading from the 
written component will accompany the screening. 
 
Katrin Pesch is the first graduate of the Ph.D. Visual 
Arts Dept. program in Art History, Theory, and 
Criticism with a Concentration in Art Practice at 
UCSD.  The film constitutes the practice component 
of her dissertation; a reading from the written 
component will accompany the screening. 

mailto:case619@cox.net
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to address above: 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00   

    

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00   

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (         )                               _       
     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)   
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Learn about Kate Sessions, the creator of 
Balboa Park, at our Sat. June 4th program   
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