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From the President’s Desk . . .
It is with mixed emotions that I report there have been
some additions, some subtractions, and some changes to
the Bancroft Ranch House and the Spring Valley Historical
Society since the last edition of the Bancroft Bulletin. For
instance, the new exhibition case that has been sitting
inside the fence in its’ wooden crate was finally moved
inside the Annex by some of the volunteers who cleaned
up after the Rummage Sale. Subsequently the 1950s toy
exhibit was transferred to the new case (see Photo 1 on
page 4) and the old wooden case was moved into the
hallway (see Photo 2 on page 4). It will, in the near future,
contain an exhibit dedicated to the farming/ranching
heritage of the Spring Valley region.
Another noteworthy addition is the fact that new
member Billy Millican has volunteered to be our Buildings
& Grounds chairman, helping Caretaker Jim with the
grounds and various maintenance projects at the Ranch
House. All members are Welcome to help with these tasks
also. Billy has also suggested that his wife (Deborah) might
be willing to help with Publicity (sorry if this puts a bull’seye on your back, Billy). If true, it will fill a vital gap
between the historical society and the Spring Valley
community at large - and hopefully lead to new members.
Switching to subtractions, thanks to the fantastic
organizational skills of Caretaker, Jim Van Meter, all left
over rummage has been picked up by other non-profit
groups to aid in their fundraising efforts. You will also note
the subtraction of numerous branches from some of our
trees, again organized by Jim. The tree-trimming is the
final task under our 2017-2018 County Community
Enhancement Grant (CEG) and the Society can now
prepare/submit a final accounting of grant-related expend(continued on page 4)

Yours truly, Rob Case

JUNE 2nd PROGRAM
The State of the Society
in Spring Valley 2018
Our President Rob Case will present a
review of our recent society history,
prioritizing ongoing and future projects,
fundraising, and maintenance of the
buildings and grounds. Member input
welcome.
This will be followed by our officer elections.
Nominations taken from the floor.
We would also like to Know how SVHS
members discovered the Society and would
love you to Share any special memories you
have about the Society or the community.

See you there!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
June 2

Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm
 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

June 18

Board meeting – 7 pm

July 16

Board meeting – 7 pm

July 25

Newsletter deadline

Aug. 4

Annual Picnic – 5 pm
the Date 

 Save
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. Billy Millican
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case
462-7928
OPEN
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
NEEDED
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably; e-dress above) or to:
SVHS, P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA
91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Caretaker’s Corner
Memorial Day Weekend – here comes summer! The war
memorial here on Memory Lane will receive a new flag during a
celebration remembering those who gave their lives – held on
Monday, May 28 at 8:10 am.
Last weekend was the SVHS rummage sale, which was a
lot of fun. Thanks to all who donated their precious items. The
event was blessed with cool weather and a great crew of hard
working volunteers (see photo below & on page 5). Our sale
was a great success and a LOT of work. A BIG Thanks to all
the volunteers! I am still sore today from all the work. All left
over rummage has been picked up – hooray and thank you.
This week, seven trees (4 pepper, 1 ash, and 2 palm) were
trimmed by Artistic Arbor Gardens of Lakeside. Nice work,
good tree service. Our thanks to the County for the grant funds
enabling this safety measure to be performed.
Only one book club meets in the Annex these days. The
Bancroft Book Club comes on the third Mon. of each month at
9:45 am to 12:45 pm.
Walk-in tours on weekends are keeping staff busy giving
tours.
Work parties are in planning for some summer repairs here,
moving forward with work – fun – work. Yay projects. You can
Volunteer for some fun too. Please call 619-469-1480.
Hope this reaches all of you, who read this fine newsletter,
with a smile and good cheer.
Hope to see you at the next program and pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
Vol. 19, No. 6

Rummage sale crew: Paul Morales, Pat Case, Carol Myers, Meegan Gosseline
(standing), Carol Serr.
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2018-2019 OFFICER ELECTION at June Meeting
It’s that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate of officers for our fiscal year
beginning in July 2018. As you know, the Same few members have been keeping the society
running for over 10 years now. We really NEED a Ways & Means Chair to organize fundraising activities (like the rummage sale). We appreciate all those who are serving on the
Board and encourage other members to step up and join the Fun.
Nominees will be accepted at our June meeting when elections are held.

PLEASE volunteer to serve

Elected Board Positions Slate
President....................... Rob Case
1st VP - Programs ......... (YOU?)
2

nd

VP - Ways & Means (YOU?)

Secretary ...................... Carol Myers
Treasurer ...................... Carol Serr

Curatorial Committee Chair Pat Case can always use help
with creating new displays for our museum. Our Buildings
& Grounds Committee needs additional helping hands.
We NEED a volunteer for our Historian. And we sure could
use someone to help bolster the society with better (more)
Publicity. A Hospitality person is really needed also - to
set-up for our programs/decorate tables.
Won’t YOU please help your society??

Please Remember to Renew your Dues in July!
Membership News

Need to Clear out Clutter?

Welcome new members:
Billy Brady & Annye Love, Billy & Deborah
Millican, Mike Cirincioni, Tony Creed,
and Dan Lopez

Don’t toss it in the trash! Donate items like
old school annuals, business brochures,
advertising items (yard sticks, pens or
pencils, ash trays, etc.), old photographs
(with identification info), match books,
postcards, vintage tools, and similar items
that can tell a story about our Spring Valley
community and your past.

Our membership year begins JULY 1st.
Please make the effort to renew your dues
sooner, rather than later, so you don’t risk
the chance of missing your newsletter with
notices of upcoming programs and events.
And get your friends and relatives to join too!
Your
continued
support
is
greatly
appreciated. Thank you.
Carol Serr
Membership Chair

Donate such items to the appropriate
society, be it SVHS, OR the Veterans
Museum (like military photo albums, medals,
uniforms), OR the Women’s Museum (old
wedding dress, vanity sets), etc.

Remember, we Always Need DOCENTS to help with giving TOURS
Spring Valley Historical Society
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(continued from page 1)

itures. Completion of this step will clear the way for the
County Board of Supervisors to consider our grant
request for FY 2018-2019.
On a more somber note, several of our staunchest
members are finding it difficult to impossible to attend
Board or member meetings and have or are considering
relinquishing their volunteer positions. Kathy ViessmanHeath has served as our 1st Vice President in charge of
programs; her main duties have been to contact potential
speakers and to get the speaker’s biographical data as
well as the title and summary of the program. Also
having transportation problems is our Historian, Dolores
Woodford. In recent years the emphasis of the Historian
was to collect any published articles about Spring Valley
but was originally conceived as the collection and
conservation of materials concerning the historical
society itself.
This would entail collecting and/or
organizing things like the monthly Board meeting
minutes,

minutes, issues of the Bancroft Bulletin, scrapbooking
various SVHS events past and present (parades, fairs,
bar-b-ques and holiday parties), etc. A third position
that has been vacant for many years is that of 2nd Vice
President for Ways & Means whose main duties
involve fundraising.
This person organizes and
conducts the raffles at member meetings, assists in
obtaining suitable materials for the Rummage Sale, and
develops new ideas for raising funds.
If any of these positions sound like something YOU
would like to do or if you have any questions, please
contact any of the Board members. You would become
a part of a dedicated group who will help you learn your
role in preserving Spring Valley’s heritage.
Yours truly, Rob Case

New Buildings & Grounds chairperson, Billy Millican (right) and friend Greg,
moving new display case into Annex, under the direction of Caretaker Jim.

Rob’s Photo 1 (above):
Old wooden display case removed from
Annex room is now in hallway between
Annex and adobe. Display on farming to
come.
Rob’s Photo 2:
New display case in Annex with 1950s toys display
(at left) next to 2017’s case – both purchased due
to generous funds from the County’s Community
Enhancement Program grant funds.
Vol. 19, No. 6
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Rummage Sale Report
We greatly appreciate all the donations we
were given, and a special Thanks to member
Noemi Bancroft, of New Jersey, who has sent
her usual generous $50 donation for our sale.
With sales and donation, minus the cost of our
ad in the newspaper (UT), we brought in
$1,714! We couldn’t have done so without a
lot of Hard work by volunteers (see photo on
page 2 also) and especially by our wonderful
Caretaker Jim.
Volunteers who helped with either pricing
items, set-up, selling, or clean-up include: John
Klein, Paul Morales, Fred & Mary Bushardt,
Beth Bailey, Meegan Gosseline, Frank
Mooney, Loretta Mendoza, Ron Stahl, Rob &
Pat Case, Sharon Barrington, Carol Myers,
Carol Serr , Billy Millican and his friend Greg
(and anyone else who I forgot). And a special
thanks to Mary Ann Klein for donating
cucumbers and acorn squash, which were a
big hit with shoppers!

Rummage sale volunteers:
(back row) Paul Morales, Mary & Fred Bushardt, Billy Millican, Mike
Connor, Greg (Billy’s friend); (middle row) Frank Mooney, John
Klein, Carol Serr, Meegan Gosseline; (front row) Loretta Mendoza,
Caretaker Jim, and Beth Bailey.

And thanks to Paul Morales for suggesting the
new display cabinet be moved into the Annex
while we had the man-power available.
Photos courtesy of Meegan Gosseline and Pat Case.

Tables full of stuff and racks of loads of clothes – ready for buyers on Saturday
morning.
Spring Valley Historical Society
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◊ † EVENTS AROUND TOWN † ◊

Villa Montezuma Museum
House Tours

San Diego Antique Bottle
& Collectibles Club

June 2 • August 18 • October 20

Antique Bottle &
Collectibles Show
& Sale
Sat. June 16 • 6:30 am – 3 pm

The Friends of the Villa
Montezuma (FOVM) will
be providing interior
tours of the 1887 Queen
Anne Victorian house
museum in Sherman
Heights on the three
Saturdays. The museum,
located at 20th & K streets, will be open free of
charge only on these three days for tours on the halfhour from 9 am through noon. For more information,
call 619-233-8833 or visit their website:
www.VillaMontezumaMuseum.org
Registration is recommended, through the City of San
Diego’s
Park
and
Recreation
website
(www.SDRecConnect.com).
Walk-ups
will
be
accepted the day of the event, as space allows.

Liberty Station Courtyard by Marriott
2592 Laning Rd. 92106
(just west of San Diego airport
north of N. Harbor Dr.)
“Early Bird” admission: 6:30-9 am — $10
FREE admission after 9 am!
Kids under 12 free (with adult)
There will be 50 sales tables, educational
displays, & great raffle prizes; free parking. For
more info and location map, see their website:
www.sdbottleclub.org

Spring Tractor Show
& Harvest Fair
June 16-17
& 23-24

9:00 am - 4:30 pm
2040 North Santa Fe Ave., Vista

Celebrating 100 years of the
John Deere Tractor
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in
Vista is holding their annual celebration with
live music & entertainment, hay rides, working
demonstrations of antique equipment (tractor
parade at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts
& crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks,
children's activities, model trains, museum gift
shop.
Admission Adults: $10; Seniors (65+): $9; Kids
6-12: $7; Under 6: Free. Family of 4: $30.
Parking $5. No dogs.

Old Town State Historic Park
1800s Style 4th of July
Celebration
Wed. July 4 • 11 am – 4 pm

Free, old fashioned celebration in the Old Town Plaza come in your patriotic attire. Enjoy a picnic on the plaza;
family activities throughout the day (games of skill, egg
toss, cakewalk, & pie eating contest); public parade
around the plaza; periodic canon firings, free stagecoach
rides, and raising of the American flag at noon.
For more info: (619) 220-5422

See website for more details: www.agsem.com
More info: 800-587-2286.
Vol. 19, No. 6

or visit www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego
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In Memoriam

SVHS NOTICES

July 2, 1936 – March 30, 2018

DONATIONS:
Thanks for the generous donations from two
disbanded groups. The Spring Valley Woman’s
Club gave us $50. The Victorian Ladies Society
donated $1,000! So sad to see these groups no
long able to survive in today’s busy society.

Thelma Marie (O’Connor) Mendoza Kent
Sadly, another SVHS member has passed away.
Marie was Mrs. Spring
Valley in 2000 and was
very involved with the
Dictionary Hill Citizens
Association for years.
She had moved to
Arizona over 10 years
ago, but it was nice to
see her when she
dropped by for a visit at
our 2009 summer BBQ.

DOCENTS NEEDED:
The Society needs docents to give tours at our
museum. If you enjoy making history come alive,
please offer your services as a docent to give tours
at the Bancroft Ranch adobe during visiting hours
(Fri.-Sun. 1-4 pm).
Caretaker Jim will provide you with information to
learn about the history of our 155-year old adobe,
etc. Please help even if it’s only one day a month.
Jim also needs Help with school or scout groups
(i.e., children wrangling).

New display case in the Annex room showing a collection of toys from
the 1950s. Thanks to Curator Pat Case for assembling these items.

We Still Need Your
Spring Valley Memories
Our Spring Valley in the 1950s display has been up
for a while, but we still would like our SVHS members
(or your family or friends) who lived in our community
for many decades to Share your memories of how
things where back when, including what stores and
businesses were in existence in your neighborhood,
games you played as a child, whatever comes to
mind.
Please send your info to our Curator Pat Case by email case619@cox.net (or our PO Box, on back
cover) or contact her at (619) 462-7928.

Spring Valley Historical Society
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Our Sat. June 2nd meeting
is our Annual Elections

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS JULY 1st
We Appreciate Your Continued Support!

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to address above (upper left corner of mailing page).

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: (
)
_
*I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

