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From the President's Desk...
I hope everyone is doing as well as possible during this horrible
pandemic. According to recent news reports we may be turning a
corner. Infection rate, number of cases, and hospitalizations have
been decreasing while the number of ICU beds and the amount of
vaccines available are increasing. There is hope that the Bancroft
Ranch House Museum will be able to re-open sooner rather than
later. Until that time, we will remain closed to the public.
It is the Board's intention to provide programs through the Zoom
application. The first presentation was held Saturday, February 6th,
and featured our very own Jim Van Meter discussing the
contributions Augustus Ensworth made to Spring Valley and the San
Diego region. Future programs will be conducted via Zoom on our
regular member meeting dates.
In the meantime, the Board is brainstorming ideas of the things that
our Society will need for our upcoming County Enhancement Grant
proposal. The Board is also trying to think "outside the box" to create
new income streams to make up for lost revenue. If you have any
thoughts or suggestions on either topic, please contact a Board
member to share your ideas.
Sincerely,
Robert Case, President

SVHS Notices
DONATIONS:
Thanks to all the generous members who have donated to our Building &
Grounds Maintenance Fund either by check or through our GoFundMe
page. You can donate too by going to the following webpage:
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/spring-valley-historicalsociety-building-repair-fund
Scroll down to the lower left and click on the photo of the Adobe to get in.
Thank you!

2021 SVHS Program Dates
Our upcoming program meetings
will be held via Zoom for the time
being. Please follow us on Facebook
and watch your email for
announcements.
Mark these 2021 dates on your
calendar and plan to join us:
April 3, 2021
June 5, 2021
August 7, 2021
October 2, 2021
December 4, 2021 (Holiday Party)
(See page 4 for more details about
the April 3rd and June 5th
programs.)
Programs will begin at 6:30pm.
When it is safe to gather again our
program presentations will feature:
Margaret Tyler from the San Diego
Spinners
and
Hector Valtierra presenting on "The
Natural History of Spring Valley and
the Sweetwater River"
We look forward to seeing you in
2021!
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, March 15th at 7pm
via Zoom
Monday, April 19th at 7pm
via Zoom
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Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.

Making melodies as we move into an early spring. At the end of
Memory Lane flowers are blooming, grass and seasonal weeds
appear and add color to the grounds of the old adobe. The area
across from the circle has been kept cleaned and cleared of
junk. The towing of a couple of abandoned vehicles helped clear
up car problems on the street. For now, parked cars are a reoccurring problem here on Memory Lane.
The street sign on the corner of Memory Lane and Bancroft has
been missing since early January, due to a car accident. The sign
is gone and the fence and a car in the adjacent parking lot all
received some damage.
The storm in January seemed to give us a winters worth of
water in a couple of days. The wind that accompanied the storm
was one of the strongest. It was good that there were no tree
problems. No broken tree limbs or fallen trees occured during
the storm.
The Historical Society is considering possibly opening the
Museum under the conditions of the "purple tier." We will see
how that works out. We were open under the "purple tier"
previously before we closed again.
We are still collecting rummage for the next sale. Thanks to all
who have donated monies to our GoFundMe Page and those
who have sent in donations.
Please help and donate...tax season is here...it's a great nonprofit to donate to...
Make checks payable to Spring Valley Historical Society Inc.
Thank you and take care. See you at the next Zoom meeting.
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker, Director, Raconteur

The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the
entrance to the grounds (at gate). There
are a variety of plants at great prices!
We're always happy to take more plant
donations.

If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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The Adobe's Past
By: Sarah Moore, VP Programs
Eighteen Spring Valley Historical Society members gathered together on Zoom for our first program of the new year. By
using Zoom we are excited to be able to connect with friends who have moved away yet maintain their interest in SVHS-It was a special treat to see Lee and Phyllis joining from Las Vegas!
Adobe Caretaker, Jim Van Meter, shared with us selections from the History of the Adobe. We heard about the life of A.S.
Ensworth who came west to San Diego in 1852 and lived for some time at the Whaley House before filing a preemption
claim in 1863 for 160 acres of federal land that had historically been called San Jorge. He purchased the 160 acres in Spring
Valley for $200 or $1.25 per acre. (Approximately 157 years later, on February 7, two lots are listed for sale in Spring Valley
on realtor.com: a 0.28 acre lot for $29,900 and a 4.07 acre lot for $1.9 Million! Shall I call a real estate agent?) Before his
death in 1865 Ensworth was known to have been a student, an attorney, a soldier, a justice of the peace, a presiding judge,
a state legislator, a businessman and a rancher.
A brief glimpse of the life of A.S. Ensworth
1833 admitted to practice law
1836 served with Texas mounted volunteers
1846-48 saw service in Mexican-American War
1852 moved to San Diego, Ca.
1856 Justice of the Peace
1858 ran for California State Assembly
1858 ran again -lost
1860 moved in to Whaley House
1863 files a preemption claim for 160 acres of federal land that had historically been called San Jorge
1864 injures leg and moves to Hospital in Los Angeles
1865 dies at 54 at Sisters Of Hospitality Hospital in Los Angeles
Having helped Jim with his slideshow I was especially curious about the cat photos he shared and the story behind them.
I learned that Ensworth, the photogenic cat, had been entered into a photo contest where he won a year’s worth of Cat
Chow! Now that’s one happy cat!
For those that would like to read more about the history of the Adobe, here are the resource materials from the Spring
Valley Historical Society Archives that Jim used when preparing for his presentation:
Eileen Smith,"Spring Valley History Historian" 1977
Thomas Adema, "Our Hills and Valleys" 1992
Robert Schmidt, "Augustus S. Ensworth, Distinguished San Diego Citizen" 1998
Karna Webster, "The Hidden Heart" 1980
We will continue to use Zoom for our program meetings until it is safe to gather again together in person. Our next
program is scheduled for Saturday, April 3, 2021 at 6:30-7:10. Chris Hagan, Buildings & Grounds, will share about the
projects he has been working on at the Adobe and will lead us on a virtual tour of the grounds. Look for a Zoom link in
your email a week or so before the event! (Members without a computer may also call in from a landline or cell phone to
listen to the presentation, for details contact Raquel Veluz.)
Pictures from Jim's presentation can be found on page 4.
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Ruffina Augusta Porter Crosby
in front of the Adobe
A.S. Ensworth 1863

Bancroft Adobe 1924

Ensworth the cat

Upcoming Programs
April's Program - Adobe Today
Curious to know what has been going on around the Adobe during the pandemic? Want to see how your donations are
being used? Join Chris Hagan, Building & Grounds Chair, for a virtual tour of the work he and helpers have been
accomplishing. They have been busy. We look forward to sharing photos with you at the April 3rd Zoom program.
June's Program - Adobe Future
We are looking forward to what the future holds for the Spring Valley Historical Society and the Adobe House. Zoom with
us on June 5th to hear a presentation from Rob Case, President! (As I write this we are in the midst of a pandemic and for
that reason this program may change slightly in the coming months.)
Vol. 22, No. 5
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Curator's Corner
We have been fortunate to receive a collection of vintage aprons and
vintage measuring cups along with other various items I would like to
display in our large display. We are also putting together displays on old
photos, cameras, and related equipment, household utensils, and
household deliveries. We want to feature the ice man and his deliveries
and related tools. If you have any pictures or family stories, we would
appreciate you sharing them with us. Here are some of the display items
we want to feature. If you have any of these items and you would like to
loan or donate them to us please contact us.
Vintage measuring cups - We have a collection of glass measuring cups
and would like to enhance this display with an aluminum set of
measuring cups and measuring spoons from the 1940s - 50s. I would also
like family stories regarding cooking with parents, grandparents, etc. to
go along with our display.
Vintage aprons - If anyone has a special vintage apron they would like to
loan to us please let me know. I would also like the story of how it was
important to you and who used it in your family.
Vintage cameras and photos - If you have vintage cameras or other
related items that would fit in our display please contact me. We would
also like photo memories and how photos effected your life.
The ice man delivery - Ice picks, ice tongs, vintage ice boxes. We are
collecting pictures and stories about ice delivery. Please share your
stories with us.

Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays
Gary Hagan - March 12th
Murray Tenney - March 13th
Nancy Hagan -March 25th
Let us help you celebrate! Send us your
birthday (month and day) via email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

Membership News
Welcome New 2021 Members:
Juan Martinez, Jr
Jessica Moore - our new Editor
Margaret Tyler - Jessica's aunt
As of January 2021, we have 81
memberships totaling 100 people.
Thank you all for continuing your
support!
Carol Serr - Membership Chair

Other items we are collecting - I am collecting tea cups with saucers and
teapots so we will have a nice presentation when we decide to serve tea
or have a tea party.
If anyone has such items and wants to loan or donate them please email
pictures, stories, or a list of items to me at case619@cox.net. If you have
any questions please call me at 619-462-7928.
Also let me know what your special interests are. I could use help with
research on such items as vintage dolls, board games, toys, or vintage
linens and lace. Thank you for your help.
Pat Case - Curator

Wishing everyone a
Happy Easter!

Vol. 22, No. 5

-5-

Remembering the Past
For those who live or who grew up in
the Spring Valley area we would like
you to share your memories of the
area with SVHS. When did you come
to Spring Valley, what are some of
your favorite memories, did you own a
business in the area, do you have
photos of the area from years ago?
Email your ideas and thoughts to us at
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com and
we will publish them in the Bancroft
Bulletin.

Spring Valley Historical Society

SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

