
Looks like we’ve started 2023 with a big bang; heavier than expected
rain (yea!) followed by heavier than expected sunshine (yea again!)
followed by heavier than expected WEEDS (ugh!). When you have a
third of an acre like I do, that’s a double ugh! At the Ranch House,
however, Chris Hagan and Jim Van Meter have been mowing and
trimming the weeds making the grounds look fantastic. Make sure to
stop by for a visit before the green turns to brown.

February's program about H.H. Bancroft’s two wives saw the Annex
filled nearly to capacity with members and guests. Kim Bancroft,
great great granddaughter of H.H. (as she fondly called him), was
dressed in period clothing for her PowerPoint presentation. The
program was based on her recently published book entitled Writing
Themselves into History that examines the life and times of Emily
and Matilda Bancroft through their personal letters and journals. The
presentation was remarkable and enjoyed by all.

Yours truly will give the next program entitled “When Spring Valley
Reached for the Stars” on April 1st (no foolin’). Drop in and learn
about one of the most grandiose visions ever to grip our region, the
famous and infamous people involved, their trials and tribulations,
and the ultimate result of their efforts. You won’t want to miss it.

That’s all for now. I hope that this new year will be one of growth for
the Society as we move closer to our 60th anniversary. More on that
subject in the next edition of the Bancroft Bulletin.

Rob Case

Upcoming 2023 program dates.
Mark your calendar with our

upcoming program dates and plan
to join us!

 
April 1st
June 3rd

August 5th 
October 7th

December 2nd   
   

Further details will be shared via
email, social media and on our

website. 
Stay tuned.

 
Upcoming Board Meetings:

 
Monday, March 20th at 7pm

via Zoom
Monday, April 17th at 7pm

via Zoom

SPRING VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bancroft Bulletin

Bancroft Ranch House Museum
9050 Memory Lane - Built in 1863

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958
National Historical Landmark, 1962

March/April 2023 - Vol. 24, No. 2 

From the President's Desk...
SVHS Program Dates

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop

near the entrance to the
grounds (at gate). There are a

variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to

take more plant donations.

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Check us out at:

springvalleyhistoricalsociety 



General  meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.

Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.

Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him. 

The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.

DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.

If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.  
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SVHS Officers/Committees
619-462-7928
619-994-1749
619-433-9792
619-698-1242

 
 

619-550-8482
619-462-7928

 
619-719-1070

 
619-469-1480
619-993-1749

 
Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

Caretaker's Corner

 Greetings to all who read this fine newsletter.

Memory Lane is among the many areas being cleaned up
and property owners see the benefits. A little effort goes a
long way. We are seeing less abandoned vehicles, litter,
and illegal parking.The palm trees and bushes are
trimmed and the weeds are cleared at the Moose Lodge
property (the other side of the circle) as well. The circle
that holds the war memorial, garden and grounds looks
good thanks to all the rain. Chris Hagan has cut the grass
three times so far. February has been a rainy month with
more rain to come, we hope. 

Our sign in front was hit and knocked down by a large
truck that did not navigate the circle here. Thanks to
Building and Grounds Chair, Chris Hagan the sign was
repaired and put back. His team did a great job! 

We’ve had more walk-in visitors on the weekends. The
new signs are great to attract visitors. 

The rummage sale is coming soon in May and will be a
great fundraising project!

It was nice to see the attendance at our last program
meeting. Kim Bancroft shared some of the research and
stories from her new book "Writing Themselves into
History; Emily and Matilda Bancroft in Letters and
Journals.” Kim was so generous to donate money from the
sales and some books to sell here. Thank you Kim
Bancroft for a great program.

Thank you to all who volunteer to keep this wonderful
landmark in good shape.

Hope to see you all at the next meeting.

Yours Faithfully,

Jim Van Meter- Caretaker, Director, Raconteur 
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Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays

 
Gary Hagan, March 12th

Murray Tenney, March 13th
Nancy Hagan, March 25th

Suzanne Mollenhauer, April 18th
 

Let us help you celebrate! Send us
your birthday (month and day) via

email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

Membership News

Welcome to our newest member:
John Noble 

Curator's Corner
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian 

DID YOU KNOW…The Universal Food Grinder was
manufactured from 1897 through 1965 and revolutionized
American kitchens.

Article by Laurel Dalzell Sept. 26, 2017 The Universal Meat
Grinder 

The Universal Food Grinder was one of three revolutionizing
kitchen products to be introduced by Landers, Frary and
Clark in the late 1890s. The other two were the bread machine
and the coffee percolator. The food grinder is the forerunner
of the modern day food processor that is so common in
kitchens across America. These items were designed to help
the modern woman with her chores.

The Universal Food Grinder

The Universal Food Grinder was first produced in 1897. It
became a household necessity almost immediately. It was
conveniently attached to the edge of your counter and was
cranked by hand. Other food choppers existed at the time but
this was the first grinder to process meat and vegetables with
ease. A new era dawned for home cooks with the introduction
of products such as this.  
Continued on page 4
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Rummage Sale
 

One weekend only
 

Saturday, May 20th from 8am - 4pm
Sunday, May 21st from 8am - 3pm

 
***Cash only***

 
New treasures await you…tools, craft

supplies, brand new shoes, hats,
clothing, household goods, kitchen

furniture, linen, towels, quilts, jewelry,
baby items…items are so numerous we

can’t list everything.
 

If you have donations to contribute
please contact Nancy Hagan at

619- 433 - 9792.
 

Final day to drop donations will be May
12th at 11:30am.

 
See you all there! 

Curator's Corner...continued 
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian 

The Landers, Frary and Clark Company closed in
1965. The household name relinquished all of its
assets to the General Electric Company. Some can
be found in antique stores today.

The Spring Valley Historical Society has a
Universal Food Grinder #1 on display in the
Pioneer Room. Come to the Bancroft Ranch to view
this and other fascinating items. The #1 was the
household variety grinder. The #2 and #3 were
heavy duty grinders and were for industrial use.

Our Next Program...April 1st
"When Spring Valley Reached for the Stars"

 Please mark your calendars for the next program
meeting for Saturday, April 1st from 3 - 5pm. We will have

president Rob Case present on “When Spring Valley
Reached for the Stars “. The late 1880s and early 1890s

were a tumultuous time for the United States and
especially for southern California. The completion of a
transcontinental railroad line to National City in 1885

resulted in an economic boom that brought tens of
thousands of people to the region. Many were families

looking for a new start or better health, some were
entrepreneurs and visionaries, and others were

speculators and con men. This story is about a plan for
Spring Valley to reach for the stars! You will not want to

miss it! Hope to see you there! 
 

Sincerely, 
Spring Valley Historical Society Board 
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Kim Bancroft joined us on February 4, 2023 to share excerpts from her book, Writing Themselves Into History:
Emily and Matilda Bancroft in Letters and Journals. Kim recounted for the 30 in attendance findings from the
years she has spent traveling to special collections housed at UCSD Library to transcribe the letters of Emily
Bancroft. And also to the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley where her great great grandmother Matilda’s letters
are housed. She spoke of climbing her family tree and encountering names and places she had never heard of in
the diaries which sparked her curiosity. Pouring over the five diaries of Matilda (one for each of her children
and one about her trip to Mexico) gave Kim the feeling of being a forensic history detective. Kim shared that
she noticed similarities as she compared Matilda and three “obnoxious” brothers to herself and her own three
brothers. Kim’s detective skills were further developed as she connected the dots between letters written more
than 12 weeks apart; letters followed the same route as people for delivery, often requiring travel over land and
sea to get to their destination. Kim explained that the paper they used for these letters and their journaling
must have been such a precious commodity as they wrote left to right and then when they ran out of room,
they turned the paper 90 degrees and again wrote left to right. This made the job of transcribing the letters
especially difficult. The preservation of these letters was incredibly important to H.H. Bancroft, despite his
belief that writing was hard work, not a woman’s work. Kim carries on the important work of preserving her
family history today. For more about her book and to order a copy you may visit her website
https://www.kimbancroft.com/ where you will also find upcoming speaking engagements.

Please save the dates and join us for our next program…
April 1, 2023: When Spring Valley Reached for the Stars, Rob Case
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A Bit of Bancroft Family History
 by Sarah Moore, VP Programs 

https://www.kimbancroft.com/


Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________

E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________

Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________

            * I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed). 

Amount:  DUES  $_____________     and/or   CONTRIBUTION   $_____________

Please contact me for help with:  Work Parties  _____           Giving Museum Tours  _____           

Serving on Board  _____          Rummage Sale  _____          Other  ____________________________________

SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Annual Dues:
Individual 
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

 
$20.00
$50.00

$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or 
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page


