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From the President's Desk...
What do you know? Winter, Spring and Summer ALL sprung up at
one time or another since the last newsletter! We were very fortunate
to have moderate weather at our outdoor meeting on April 2 and it
was well attended by roughly 30 members and guests who enjoyed a
terrific presentation.
As you know, the Bancroft Ranch House Spring Festival has been
postponed to May of 2023. This will allow ample time for planning and
preparation for a very special community event. Also, the Spring
Valley Historical Society will be celebrating the 60th anniversary of
its founding. Preliminary planning has now started, and we could use
YOUR help in many ways. Your thoughts, talents and/or treasure are
always welcome and as the saying goes, “many hands make a light
task” – the more the merrier! Contact any board member by email or
phone to share your ideas or find out about various volunteer
opportunities. Together we can make this a true community building
event that Spring Valley can be proud of.
Our next member meeting will be June 4th from 3 to 5 PM. We will
have our very own Chris Hagan discussing adobe construction
methods while demonstrating adobe brick making. It is sure to be
entertaining and educational so put the date on your calendar now. I
hope to see you there.
Robert Case
President, SVHS

2022 SVHS Program Dates
Upcoming 2022 program dates.
Mark your calendar with our
upcoming program dates and plan
to join us!
June 4
August 6
October 1
December 3
Program details will be shared in
future bulletins, via email, social
media and on our website.
Stay tuned.
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, May 16th at 7pm
via Zoom
Monday, June 20th at 7pm
via Zoom

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Check us out at:
springvalleyhistoricalsociety
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Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.
If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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Greetings to all that read this newsletter. May it be that it
reaches you all with a smile and good cheer.
Thanks to all our members that continue, with constant
driven effort, to keep the end of Memory Lane clutter
free of parked cars blocking the street. It is working!
Member Chris Pierce is steering a project to have a fire
lane established around the circle. He is working with the
San Miguel consolidated Fire District and the Department
of Public Works. Field meetings have been held. Thank
you Chris! The progress takes a bit of time, but the
preliminary plans are in process.
The last two weeks there have been no cars or trucks
blocking the mail boxes on the circle. Our neighbors, The
Moose Lodge, and I are very grateful. Some car owners
received tickets and those that were towed have not
returned. All will try to keep this going along with our
driven efforts of making the end of Memory Lane
uncluttered and pleasant to experience.
More walk-in visitors are arriving on the weekends. We
are still following the guidelines set forth by the State and
County and practicing social distancing. We have free
masks available for visitors.
At the April outdoor meeting one of our members, Rick,
and his pony, Trixy, came and gave pony rides. It was
such a treat! Members, Lee and Phyllis, came by along
with long time Spring Valley resident Mrs. Don Brackman.
Mrs. Brackman donated a carpenter's apron that belonged
to her husband Don. The 1956 carpenters apron is in good
shape, and is from Spring Valley Lumber. Listed in the
April issue of the Homeland directory of 1956, as located
at 3955 Willowside Lane, phone number HO6-7165.
The circle, museum grounds, and gardens are showing
signs of spring. Flowers are in bloom, the rain seems to be
a memory here on Memory Lane. Always wishing for
more rain…
More projects are in the planning stage and moving
forward. Thanks to all of our volunteers.
See you all at our next meeting!
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter- Caretaker, Director, Raconteur

-2-

Spring Valley Historical Society

Bancroft Bulletin

May/June 2022

Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays
Shirley Tenney May 13th
Joan Forbes June 5th
Jessica Moore June 12th
Let us help you celebrate! Send us
your birthday (month and day) via
email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We're always happy
to take more plant donations.

On my mind...VP Ways & Means, Nancy Hagan
Good Morning! As I write to you today how blessed I feel, the birds are singing, the beauty of the blooming
flowers and weeds and warm sunlight are warming my heart! Hi, I'm Nancy Hagan, 2nd Vice President of
SVHS in charge of Ways and Means, creating ideas to help support our museum monetarily through planning
and hospitality at our gatherings. We had an amazing presentation and great time of sharing and learning
more about our community at our last April event! Craig Madden, who runs the Bancroft Center for
Sustainability, brought to my attention the necessity and opportunity we all have to ban together as a strong
community helping each other and those in need around us. Yes we are a small little museum tucked away on
Memory Lane but we want to be mighty for you all. Please join us for our next amazing event in June
presented by Chris Hagan about the "Story of Mud". I'm sure we will never take our earth for granted again!
How I hope to see you there so we can chat and learn more about each other. In this vast world we live in, it's
our responsibility to slow down and smell the roses and take time for one another and for what is really
important...YOU!
Vol. 23, No. 3
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Community at the Core
by Sarah Moore, VP Programs

Craig Madden is about community and that was at the heart of his presentation, “Spring Valley Farming: Then
and Now,” at our April 2nd program. Craig spoke of the farming history of the area, the olive trees and citrus
groves that used to grow throughout Spring Valley. He spoke of the culture, rituals, tools used and lessons that
can be learned from dishes that were created out of basic need. Yet what stood out most to me was his desire to
build community while caring for the people in it. He likes to say that he teaches people how to live 100 years
ago!
Just down the street, at the Bancroft Center for Sustainability he leads a volunteer community gardening
effort. From February 2021 to February 2022, they grew over 1000 pounds of food and donated it back to the
community. This year he hopes to double the harvest and by next year to grow 5000 pounds of food. The
garden produce is then donated to San Diego Youth Services and given to families in the area. Also in the
works, a plan to plant 250-300 fruit trees on the property, the fruit of which can be picked by anyone in the
area who would like fresh fruit to feed their family. I would say that the 29 people in attendance were
challenged to consider how we might spend more time building our community now. It was the power of
community that brought us to this place in time and the opportunities we have been given. What are we doing
now to cultivate the way for future generations?
After Craig’s thought-provoking talk, the kids in attendance were delighted by the opportunity to take turns
riding Trix the pony around the property. There was also sunflower seed planting; participants planted their
seed in biodegradable pots to then plant in their gardens at home. (My cousin’s daughter, Avery, who has
volunteered to help at several events including this one, was so excited the week after when her sunflower had
sprouted two inches tall and she wanted to make sure it was okay to plant in the ground!)
Speaking of community building…we hope you’ll join in building our community at our next program: The
Story of Mud at the Bancroft Ranch House presented by Chris Hagan (Building and Grounds) will take place on
Saturday, June 4. Come ready to get your hands dirty and to get to know other members and guests! Also our
summer picnic will be held Saturday, August 6, and I’m told Trix will be back for more pony rides for the kids!
We sure look forward to seeing you at the Ranch!
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Curator's Corner
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian
DID YOU KNOW… Shaving equipment has been around for centuries?
STRAIGHT EDGE RAZORS
(also known as open or cutthroat razor)
The first steel-edged cutthroat razors were manufactured in Sheffield
in 1680. By the late 1680s, early 1690s, razors with silver-covered
handles along with other Sheffield-made products known as "Sheffield
wares" were being exported. By 1740, Benjamin Huntsman was making
straight razors complete with decorated handles and hollow-ground
blades made from cast steel, using a process he invented.
After their introduction in 1680, straight razors became the principal
method of manual shaving for more than two hundred years, and
remained in common use until the mid-20th century. (Wikipedia)
SHAVING BRUSHES
The modern shaving brush may be traced to France during the 1750s.
The French call a shaving brush blaireau or "badger."[1] Quality of these
brushes differed greatly, as materials used to fashion the handles
varied from the common to the exotic. It was not uncommon for
handles to be made of ivory, gold, silver, tortoiseshell, crystal, or
porcelain. The more expensive brushes used badger hair, with cheaper
ones using boar's or horse's hair. In the 1800s, the folding-handle
straight razor design made it practical for men to shave themselves
rather than visit a barber. A shave brush became a status symbol, and
an expensive or eccentric brush was a way of asserting one's
personality or even affluence. (Wikipedia)
VINTAGE SHAVING MUGS
Roughly between 1880 and 1920 is considered the original time period
for occupational shaving mugs. Most men owned a shaving mug, either
at home or at a barber shop. Mugs purchased and held at barbershops
were customized with the client’s name and often displayed to
encourage the customer to return to the barbershop regularly. Most
barber shaving mugs were imported from France or Germany
undecorated: it was customary to have the mug then hand decorated
with the shaver’s occupation and name. (Wikipedia)
Samples of vintage shaving equipment are on display in the Breeze way
of the Annex
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

