Bancroft Ranch House Museum
9050 Memory Lane • Built in 1863

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958
National Historical Landmark, 1962

From the President’s Desk . . .
It seems the Dog Days of Summer have been here with a
vengeance!! I hope all of you local members have found a cool
place somewhere to hunker down until the autumn weather
finally gets here. They say “this too shall pass,” but sooner
would be better than later.
As you may remember, in the last issue we announced that
the Society was awarded the full amount requested from the
San Diego County Community Enhancement grant - $9,500.
The check has been received and is in our bank account. Now
we have until the end of June 2015 to spend those funds in the
manner specified in the grant request. So in the coming months
you will be seeing new durable folding picnic tables to replace
the last of the wooden ones. You will also notice a change in
the banquet tables in the Annex as we replace the very heavy
composite type to the lighter heavy-duty plastic ones.
Other improvements to be implemented will be the
installation of outdoor lighting to illuminate visitors pathway and
provide additional overnight security. There are also funds for
archival supplies, exhibition materials, etc. So you can see that
there will be a lot going on at the Bancroft Ranch House.
But it doesn’t magically happen all by itself. It takes people
to make it happen, people like You. Your Board of Directors
has been working very hard for a very long time to make you
proud to be a part of the Spring Valley Historical Society as well
as a member of the Spring Valley community. We have been
blessed to receive tremendous support from our Second District
Supervisor, the honorable Dianne Jacob, and with your help
we can translate that support into an organization and a place
that shows off the best of Spring Valley.
There will be many opportunities for the membership to
participate directly or indirectly during this time. Caretaker Jim
Van Meter will be scheduling a paint party to spruce up the
wood fence and the cobbles, as well as performing other
necessary maintenance projects. Curator Pat Case is still
asking for you to share memorabilia, photos, and personal
stories regarding the 1950s in Spring Valley or wherever you
were during that time. She will also need help in preparing and
installing the exhibits later this year. There is always fun and
fellowship shared at activities like these – so how will YOU
participate?
We have a very interesting program on the missions of Baja
California lined up for the October general meeting. I hope to
see many of you there.
-- Rob Case

October/November 2014 • Vol. 16, No. 2

OCTOBER 4th PROGRAM
The Old Missions of
Baja & Alta California
Our October program will be an exciting slide
show by Max Kurillo and David Kier on the history
of the 48 missions founded from 1697 to 1834
from Baja California to north of San Francisco,
California. Max and David are co-authors of a
new “glove box friendly” spiral bound book
containing over 160 photos of these missions as
they stand today (see examples below). Copies
of their book will be available for purchase and
signing. This lecture will be a treat for history
buffs. Information on the missions that you never
knew will be revealed.
The website for the book is http://oldmissions.com

See you there!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Oct. 4

Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

Oct. 20

Board meeting – 7 pm

Nov. 17

Board meeting – 7 pm

Nov. 20

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830 465-1830
Ways/Means Carolyn Kloss
Fall weather cannot come quick enough here on Memory Lane.
Treasurer
Carol Serr
But, we’re having another few days of summer. Last week a
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
heck of a wind came through here. Lucky for us no trees fell or
Membership
698-1242
Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings)
large limbs break, but what a mess of debris ended up all
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
around the grounds and in the street. Member Earl Helm
Pat Case
Curatorial
dropped by to check to see if we needed a chain saw and to
Dolores Woodford
Historian
help with trees. Fortunately, we dodged that bullet, but what a
OPEN
Publicity
guy - Thanks for the offer Earl (our society needs more helpful
NEEDED
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
members like Earl). Did enjoy the bit of rain, but the humidity FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol
geez.
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Grounds are looking good thanks to work party crew of Victor
Security
Petey, the wonder dog

Caretaker’s Corner

st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Baker, Paul Morales, and John Klein who have been busy
here. Fences repaired, grounds cleaned up. Victor Baker
painted the Annex porch and started painting the little wooden
fence. The rotted handrails at the Caretakers cottage were
repaired – new posts and footings. My thanks go out to all who
help with the work parties; more work still to come (Jim always
needs volunteers, so just give him a call).
The fire hydrant project is on hold until I get some time to get
back into it.

The Victorian Ladies Society held a breakfast meeting here
Sat. September 20. They will host their Fall Garden Tea here
on October18 at 11:30 am to 3:30 pm. Their general meeting
will be held here on November 15, and then they return in
January 2015.
The two Book Clubs continue to meet here the first and third
Mondays each month, at 9:30 am.
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur

Plants for Sale

Come by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at gate).
We have a variety of plants - at great prices! And we’re always happy to take more
potted plant donations. Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.
Just ask Jim, if you can’t find it.
Vol. 16, No. 2

-2-

Spring Valley Historical Society

Bancroft Bulletin

October/November 2014

August Picnic Review

Thank You for your Donations!
Thank You to all members who have
contributed donations, large and small,
including $100 from Life members Everett &
LaVerne Neuman. A Big thanks to those who
have donated $350 to SVHS in memory of
recently deceased Life member Mary Serr: S.
D. Co. Archaeological Society (SDCAS), Jim
Royle (SDCAS), Bill & Wanda Lockhart
(Carol’s friends in NM), Jim Livingston (S.D.
Antique Bottle & Collectibles Club [SDABCC]),
and Carolyn Kloss.
And thanks to Mike
Bryant (SDABCC) who just became a Life
member in Mary Serr’s honor.

Threat of rain didn’t keep 30-some SVHS
members and guests from enjoying
fellowship at this year’s annual picnic (see
photos on pages 4 & 5). It sprinkled some,
so many ate indoors but came outside to
eat dessert once the skies cleared.
Thanks to the generous donations of
lemons, grapefruit, tomatoes, squash,
dried fruit, macadamia nuts (a Big hit),
potted plants, yard decorations, and other
items (and some monetary contributions) our Country Fair Auction raised $224!

We also Greatly thank County Supervisor
Dianne Jacob for awarding SVHS $9,500 in
County Community Enhancement grant money
this year!

It was nice to see 11 Mr. & Mrs. Spring
Valley’s
in
attendance,
even
Marie
(Mendoza) Kent, visiting from her AZ
residence.

Membership News

Thanks to all who helped* make this
a wonderful event!!

Welcome to NEW members:
Richard Carrico – Sustaining

* with set-up and clean-up, as well as donating items, and
bidding on them!.

Laurnie Jackman-Durisoe
Sonya & Chris Heiserman
and LIFE member Mike Bryant

(who joined in honor of Mary Serr)

To those members who haven’t renewed yet
(check your mailing label) we hope you do so
soon. Thank you! ☺

Don’t Forget to set your clock
Back One Hour on Sun. Nov. 2nd

Your 1950s Memories Still Needed
for Our Next Exhibit

Spring Valley Woman’s Club
Harvest Tea Luncheon
Sat. Nov. 1 • 1 – 3 pm

We are hoping to get more memories or photos of
those who lived in Spring Valley during the 1950s.
Everyday mundane things are important to record for
our future record. By creating this exhibit, we hope
to provoke fond memories for those who are over 40
and perhaps some amazement in those under 40.
Please write a paragraph or two on any subject you
recall to share with museum attendees.
You can e-mail photographs, stories, or a list of
items you have that might be interesting for
displaying
to
Curator,
Pat
Case,
e-mail
case619@cox.net or phone to make arrangements
to pick up items (619) 462-7928.
Spring Valley Historical Society

at Friends Church of Spring Valley
8955 Kenwood Dr. (at Bancroft Dr.)
This fundraising event will include a great Silent
Auction, Country Boutique & Garden items for
sale, entertainment (music), and a delicious tea
luncheon. Doors open at 12:30 pm.
Tickets are $20. For more info and to buy tickets,
please contact SVWC President Barbara Nelson
at 619-460-2345.
-3-
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Photos courtesy of Bob Cederdahl

Mr. & Mrs. SV 2005, Wil & Sharon Conley, enjoyed eating
indoors to avoid the intermittent sprinkles.

It was nice that Dave & Marie (Mendoza) Kent (Mrs. SV 2000)
could make it to the picnic while visiting from Prescott, AZ.

Once the sprinkles stopped, people ventured outside to enjoy dessert. Left to right:
Caretaker Jim Van Meter, Frank Moody and friend, Sharon Barrington, Carol Myers
(standing), Pat Case, Dave and Nancy Schluter, and Maureen Quinn.

President Rob finally gets to eat
after cooking the “dogs”.

Save the Date for the

Annual History Conference
March 6 & 7, 2015

COPY-IT

th

The theme for the Congress of History’s 50 Annual Conference is Balboa
Park 1915 & Beyond – celebrating the centennial anniversary of the first
Balboa Park Exposition. The conference of presentations on the history and
development of the park will be held at the Recital Hall in Balboa Park.
Historic videos will be shown. The exhibit & book sellers area will be open to
the public during the conference.
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2015 by visiting the website:
www.congressofhistory.org or calling 619-469-7283. More details to come.
Vol. 16, No. 2
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BUSINESS CENTER

Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr.
(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint)
Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000
Email: info@copy-it.com
Website: www.copy-it.com
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm;
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm
Spring Valley Historical Society
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LEFT: Members enjoying fellowship.
Front table, left to right: Mr. & Mrs. SV 1992
Robert & Freda Phillips, and Dave Kent.
Back table: Kathy Viessman-Heath, Mitch
Heath, Carol Serr, Mary Polk, and Venus
Smith.

BELOW: Enjoying dessert after the sprinkles
cleared. Left to right: Earl & Jan Hem,
Carolyn Kloss (new Ways & Means chair),
and Linda Meckler.

Won’t You Serve
Your Society?
New member Carolyn Kloss (seen
in
photo
at
right)
recently
volunteered to serve as our 2nd
Vice-President, who chairs our
Ways & Means Committee. Yeah!
But, we still need a member to
handle Publicity to spread the word
about our programs, display
openings, and other events.
We also need someone to take on
Hospitality – preparing the Annex
room for our bi-monthly meetings –
setting up chairs & tables,
decorating the room, setting out
supplies, getting the coffee pot
going, etc.
And Caretaker Jim always needs
helpers for Buildings & Grounds
projects (please contact him for
details).
Please Help your society by giving
a little of your time for the greater
good. Thank you!

Spring Valley Historical Society

Our Membership Year Began July 1st
Please RENEW your Dues SOON
if you haven’t already done so*

Thank You
* Check your mailing label for your renewal status (or your e-mail
message if you get an e-newsletter).
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Vol. 16, No. 2

October/November 2014

Bancroft Bulletin

◊ EVENTS AROUND TOWN ◊

Arch in the Park

Sat. October 18 • 10 am – 3 pm
The San Diego County Archaeological Society
presents their annual FREE educational day of
Archaeology and Fun held at the historic Los
Peñasquitos Ranch House
Learn about archaeology in our county; see an
excavation site. Fun activities for kids – mock
excavation, games, etc. Learn from a noon
presentation by Kumeyaay Indian Running
Grunion about his people’s history. Hands-on
crafts of basket-making, pottery, stone tools,
and more. Bring a picnic lunch or purchase fry
bread “Indian tacos”, snacks, and beverages.

La Mesa Historical Society’s
Historic Home Tour
Sat. Nov. 1 • 10 am - 3 pm
LMHS’s 9th annual tour highlights six historic homes
in the Date Ave. Historic Dist. (specific house
details not available at this writing).
Since parking is limited at most of the home sites
participants on this self-guided tour are encouraged
to use free shuttle buses loading at the northeast
corner of Allison and Date avenues, near City Hall.
Strollers and sharp-heeled shoes are not allowed in
the houses, and the houses are not ADA
accessible.
Non-LMHS member tickets are $25 for age 10 and
older; or $20 for advance purchase (before Oct. 28)
by calling: 619-466-0197.
www.lamesahistory.com

Access from Black Mountain Rd. (west of I-15)
via Canyonside Park Driveway and dirt road to
ranch house. For more info call 858-538-0935
or visit our website: www.sdcas.org

38th Bi-annual Fall Tractor Show
October 18-19 & 25-26

14th Annual

9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Fall Back Festival

Sun. Nov. 9 • 11 am - 4 pm
@ 4th Ave. & Island Ave.

50 Acres of All Day Fun!
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum,
in Vista, is holding their annual celebration
with live music & entertainment, train, wagon
&
hay
rides,
potato
race,
working
demonstrations of antique equipment (tractor
parade at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts
& crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks,
children's activities, model trains, museum gift
shop.
This year the event will showcase
Fairbanks Morse engines.
Admission Adults: $10; Seniors 65+ $9; Kids
(6-12): $7; Under 6: Free.
See website for more details: www.agsem.com
The museum grounds are located at 2040
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista. More info: 800587-2286.

Vol. 16, No. 2

Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical
Foundation, this educational event “falls back”
(along with our clocks) into San Diego life in the
1890s.
There will be some 30 booths of
activities,
western
music,
blacksmith
demonstrations, pony and wagon rides, gold
panning, antique farm equipment, pumpkin
decorating, pie & ice cream eating contests,
free food for kids (under 12), and much more!
The kids absorb history simply by observing and
participating. Rain or shine, the event will
happen.
Admission is Free, but some activities may have
a nominal fee. For more info: 619-233-4692, or

www.gaslampquarter.org/fall-back-2014/
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◊◊◊

Petey’s Post

Mon. Oct. 6 • 2 pm
La Mesa Adult Enrichment Center
8450 La Mesa Blvd.

During the heat wave we had, the coolest

This year the resident hens hatched their
young chicks sort of late in the season.
Five new “chickadees” are running around
the barnyard. My buddy Jim has me out on
patrol a little more these nights, keeping an
eye on these chicks.

◊◊◊

Tom Hom Speaks About New Book

Hello to all my fans out there!
place I have found has been the floor of the
old adobe. Shade from the little porch has
entertained some of the barnyard critters
since it is cool too.

MORE EVENTS

Former California State Assemblyman Tom Hom will
share his new autobiographical book: Rabbit on a
Bumpy Road: A Story of Courage and Endurance.
Among his many accomplishments, while he was a
member of the San Diego City Council he helped to
transform San Diego’s skid-row into the historical
Gaslamp Quarter, and worked to establish the San
Diego Chinese Historical Museum.
Call (619) 667-1322 for reservations.
Books will be available for purchase and signing.

Thanks for all the nice treats. Come by and
give me a scratch or a treat any time. You
will probably find me on the cool floor of the
old adobe.

Condolences to Chip and Jan Lahman on
the loss of their sweet dog Penny. Petey
and Penny were friends for eight years.
Penny too loved the squirrels. Thank You
Chip and Jan for Penny’s friendship to
Petey. She will be missed.

Alpine Historical Society’s

Annual Italian Feast
Sun. Oct. 19 • 5 - 7 pm
Alpine Woman’s Club
2156 Alpine Blvd.

Lakeside Historical Society’s

Annual Heritage Day
Sat. Oct. 25, 6 pm

Olde Community Church Social Hall
9906 Maine Ave. (at Parkside St.)

This year’s Heritage Day theme will be the
20th Anniversary of the Society’s purchase
of the Olde Community Church. In addition
to the usual Heritage Day activities, a
catered dinner of down-home favorites will
be offered for $15 per person.
Reservations required
Call (619) 561-1886
Spring Valley Historical Society

This year’s Annual Italian Feast dinner will feature a
delicious, catered Italian dinner at 5 pm, followed by a
presentation at 5:45 pm by author Garner A. Palenske on
his book Wyatt Earp in San Diego - Life After Tombstone.
Through his extensive, original research, Palenske put
together a new picture of Wyatt Earp, who left Arizona and
law enforcement, and with his wife Josie, came west to
create a whole new way of life in San Diego in the late
1800s.
Dinner donation is $10 adults, and $5 children or students.
Attendees are welcome to just come for the lecture after
dinner. Reservations are required for the meal and/or for
the speaker. Please RSVP by calling Carol Morrison, at:
(619) 445-2544 or e-mailing: info@alpinehistory.org
-7-
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Don’t miss an exciting slide program at our
Oct. 4th meeting, on the old missions of
Baja and Alta California!

Our membership year began on July 1.

Please RENEW you Membership Dues
If your address label below
Reads “EXPIRED”

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: (

_ )________________

□ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

