Bancroft Ranch House Museum
9050 Memory Lane • Built in 1863

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958
National Historical Landmark, 1962

October/November 2011 • Vol. 13, No. 3
OCTOBER 8th PROGRAM

From the President’s Desk . . .

!! Note 2nd Saturday Date !!

Fall is here and the days are growing shorter. Summer
seems to have gone by in a flash. Speaking of summer, I
want to thank everyone who attended our August picnic.
We had a great turnout and I think a good time was had by
all. Special thanks to those who contributed to our second
annual Country Fair Auction and those who purchased the
goodies!
The next time you’re at the Ranch House, be sure to check
out the chairs in the annex (aka the meeting room).
Buildings and Grounds chairperson Ron Stahl got the
Society a really good deal on re-upholstering them, and
now the chairs are both easier on the eye and the “tush.”
Caretaker Jim Van Meter organized a clean-up party that
included Vic Baker, John Klein, and Paul Faulk. Over a
weeks’ time they completely filled a dumpster the Society
rented with rubbish, broken furniture, tree trimmings, and
all sorts of useless stuff. The grounds look fantastic –
thanks guys!
As you read this, Pat and I will be on our vacation to
Ireland, which is one reason why the October SVHS
meeting is being pushed back one week to October 8th.
(Board member Carol Serr will also be traveling, in New
Mexico, the first weekend of October). We are really
excited to be on this trip and I’m sure we’ll have many
stories (and even more photos) to share. Hopefully we will
be over any jet-lag by the time of the meeting and we look
forward to seeing you there.
– Rob Case

San Diego County’s
Forgotten Gunfight in Campo
Western history buff and author Byron
Harrington will present an
interesting program on the
history of the five-minute
long gunfight that occurred
in 1875 in the east
county town of Campo
(see page 7).
After 10 years of
research and two years of writing, his
historical novel became a reality, and
he hopes a movie some day.
Along with his account of the gunfight,
Byron has other interesting stories to
tell. He is part of the “Hole in the Wall
Gang” reenactment group that has
been reenacting the gunfight at the
Gaskill brothers’ store for 21 years.
Copies of his 378-page novel will be
available for the reduced price of only
$15.

See you there!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Oct. 8

Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

Please remember to renew your
DUES for our 2011-2012 year.

Oct. 17

Board meeting – 7 pm

Nov. 21

Board meeting – 7 pm

Thank You

Nov. 24

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
OPEN
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Curatorial Ch. Vic Baker
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
Mary Polk/Jackie Lindeneau
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
Vol. 13, No. 2

Caretaker’s Corner
More people taking ‘staycations’ these days brings more
visitors down Memory Lane. There was a noticeable increase
of walk-in tours this past August and September. What a
blessing.
Thanks to all who helped this summer with activities here.
Barnyard clean-up project went well -- a big thank you to Vic
Baker, John Klein, and Paul Faulk. Earl Hem, Vic Baker,
Paul Morales, Carol Meyers, and Mary Polk helped with the
August picnic set-up and clean-up. The shower tile repair
project at the Caretaker’s cottage turned out beautiful thanks to
John Snyder. SVHS members are welcome to check it out; but
bring your own towel!!! 
The fire hydrant project is in process (slowly). Since the Helix
Water District will have to move some water meters for some
Memory Lane residents, a bit more planning is needed. The
private donor will be seeking out bids on installing the hydrant.
More news to come.
Barnyard News Flash: Some of the resident hens got in a huff
about the barnyard being cleaned up. Senior hen Clara Cluck
has decided to lay her eggs outside of the fenced barnyard.
Security Dog Petey will be notified and put on Special alert for
finding the location of hen nests outside of barnyard.
Tours still being scheduled as fall arrives. The Caretaker
presented our "History of Early Spring Valley" slide show to the
Foothill United Methodist Church on Avocado Blvd. and
enjoyed a fine pot-luck lunch. They donated 50 dollars. Thank
you! On Sept. 14, Cub Scout Den 1 from Santa Sophia Church
(Casa de Oro) toured the grounds with some extra family
members. They all seemed to have a good time.
The History Book Club meets on the third Monday of each
month at 9:45 am to 1:30 pm, and the Presenters Book Club
meets on each first Monday at 9 to 11 am. The Victorian
Ladies Society will host a "Full Garden Tea" on Oct. 15 from 1
to 3 pm. There will be a lot of tea, treats, and beautiful hats.
The Victorian Ladies general meetings are now being held in
the Annex on Sat. mornings, from 9 to 11 am.
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur
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Spring Valley
Library Fiesta Event

Membership News

For the fifth year, Mary Serr (pictured below) and
Carol Serr represented SVHS at the Spring Valley
Library Fiesta on September 17. The weather was
beautiful, as were the folklorico dancers. Attendees
discovered the existence of our adobe museum*
and learned its history by reading our educational
poster. Additionally, this year the library put on
display some 20 black & white photographs of old
time Spring Valley (late 1800s-1920). They may still
be on display (836 Kempton St.).

Welcome to NEW member:

About 20 brochures were taken - so hopefully some
of these neighbors will join our society and help
preserve the history of our valley. A “Thanks” to
President Rob Case for once again furnishing the
table and pop-up shade.
* Somewhat surprisingly, numerous people who have lived
over 20 years in the Valley said they had never heard of or
never visited our museum. We hope the brochures we
provided will remedy this issue some.

Paul Faulk

of San Diego
Our membership year for 2011-2012
began July 1st so now is the time to RENEW
your dues, if you haven’t already. So far we
have 40 renewed memberships (53 people).
We appreciate your continuing support of
our community history. Fifty-nine of our
members have Life status.
But 24 annual memberships (36 people)
and one organization have not renewed yet.
Please check the address label on this
newsletter for your membership status – if
it reads “EXPIRED” then this will be your
last gratis issue until you send in your dues.
Nearly half of our members have
provided their e-mail address, yet only a
few have indicated that they would be okay
with receiving our newsletter electronically
(PDF format via e-mail). We are hoping
more will let us send our newsletter this way
– to save the Society postage and printing
costs (meaning we have to raise fewer funds
to support the museum). Please let us know!
And please send me your e-mail address if
you have never gotten any e-mails from us.
– Carol Serr
Membership Chair

Have you Renewed

Don’t Forget to Set
your Clock Back
One Hour on
Sunday Nov. 6th
Spring Valley Historical Society

Your SVHS Dues Yet?
Check your Address
Label for your Status
-3-
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August Picnic Review

Mary Polk enjoyed the pleasant weather, along with Vic Baker
and the Mitchell’s (in back).

The weather was beautiful and SVHS
members enjoyed fellowship (see photos
on this page) at this year’s annual picnic.
There weren’t as many attendees as past
years but Dolores Woodford still
managed to sell $70 of raffle tickets.
Thanks to the generous donations of
beautiful produce, nuts, baked bread,
scrubber balls, a gourd vase, and a
potted plant -- our second annual
Country Fair Auction raised an additional
$40, plus generous $20 donations from
Vee Smith and Barbara Norton and
$25 from Helen Ofield.

Thanks to all who helped make this
a Wonderful Event!!
Like those who helped Jim set-up (Vic
Baker, Paul Morales, and Mary Polk) and
clean-up (including Carol Myers, Earl &
Jan Hem and their 2.5 yr old adorable
grandson Graydon, Dick & Alice Snow, and
Rob Case).

President Rob – aka Auctioneer – beginning our Country
Fair Auction of garden goodies, baked bread, etc.

Bob Cederdahl, Charlotte Wilson, and Freda & Bob Phillips
being entertained by the auctioneer.

The “crowd” waiting for the auction to begin.
Long time Life member, 90-year old Marguerite Iles (at end
of table) and family members enjoyed the festivities, as
Caretaker Jim looked on from the sidelines (far right).
Vol. 13, No. 2
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Nuvida Springs
At left is a 1908 postcard advertising the virtues of
the spring that we know as Isham Springs, named
for Alfred Isham who bottled and marketed his
“California Waters of Life” in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. Below is a bottle label from ca. 19101912. It’s hard to believe that after the 1906 Food
& Drug Act these companies were still making
claims of this being a curative water.
Researcher Mike Bryant recently shared these
images with the SVHS Editor – and she thought
members might like to see the elaborate marketing
efforts of yester-year.

The (faint, red ink) postcard captions read:
PRINCESS NUVIDA (New Life)
The Goddess of the Springs.
Live ever sweete Springs
Nature’s Waters of Life
Bringing Health and Beauty
To all suffering mankind.
BEAUTIFUL NUVIDA SPRINGS
Located at the foot of San Miguel Mountain, near San
Diego, California from whence are taken for shipment to
leading drug stores throughout the world, the wonderful
curative waters for rheumatism, gout, torpid liver and
kidney conditions, and as a high class table water.
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Above is the ornate logo from Isham’s 1899
advertisement.
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◊ † EVENTS AROUND TOWN † ◊

La Mesa Historical Society’s
Historic Home Tour
Sat. Nov. 5 • 10 am - 3 pm

Sun. October 9
10 am – 4:30 pm

San Diego Electric Railway Association’s

National City Train Depot

Street Faire / Get Together
922 West 23rd St.

The National City Train Depot Museum will be
holding a Street Faire/Get Together. The depot
is the oldest railroad-related structure still
standing in San Diego County (built in 1882) and
in its original location in National City (access via
Cleveland Ave. off Bay Marina Dr., just west of I5). The event will feature antique cars, speakers
on rail history, blacksmiths in action, musicians,
tomahawk throwers, and more in addition to the
regular museum exhibits of 3-rail model trains
and four trolley cars.

La Mesa’s 6th annual tour visits five historic homes
(details not available as of this writing). Participants
on this self-guided tour are encouraged to use free
shuttle buses loading at the La Mesa Women’s
Club, 5220 Wilson St. (across from Discount Tire &
Drew Ford), since parking is limited at most of the
home sites. Strollers and sharp-heeled shoes are
not allowed in the houses, and the houses are not
ADA accessible.
Non- LMHS member tickets are $18 for age 10 and
older; or $15 for advance purchase (before Oct. 28)
by calling: 619-465-1883
www.lamesahistory.com/events.html

11th Annual

This is a free children-oriented event for the
whole family. Visit the SDERA website for more
details: www.sdera.org/events.php

Spring Tractor Show
& Harvest Fair
June 15-16
& 22-23
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

50 Acres of All Day Fun!
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in
Vista is holding their annual celebration with
live music & entertainment, Train, wagon &
hay rides, potato race, working demonstrations
of antique equipment (parade at 1 pm), craft
fair,
early
American
arts
&
crafts
demonstrations,
great
food
&
snacks,
children's activities, model trains, museum gift
shop.
Admission Adults: $10; 65+ $9; Kids (6-12):
$7; Under 6: Free.
See website for more details: www.agsem.com
The museum grounds are located at 2040
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista. More info: 800587-2286.
Vol. 13, No. 2

Fall Back Festival
Sun. Nov. 6 • 11 am - 4 pm
4th Ave. & Island Ave.
Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical
Foundation, this educational event “falls
back” (along with our clocks) into San
Diego life in the late 1800s. There will
be some 30 booths of activities, western
music, blacksmith demonstrations, pony
and wagon rides, gold panning, antique
farm equipment, pumpkin decorating, pie
& ice cream eating contests, free food
for kids (under 12), and much more! And
a fun House of 1,000 Spiders for 6-12
year olds.
Admission is Free, but some activities may have
a nominal fee. For more info: 619-233-5008, or

gaslampquarter.org/?p=15
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Gaskill Brother’s
Stone Store in Campo

Petey’s Post
Hello to all my fans out there!

Thanks for the special treats I have been
getting – love those chewy ones especially. My
buddy Jim always has the same treats. Oh
don't get me wrong, I love those turkey and
lamb biscuits, but getting some different ones
here and there is a nice surprise.
My buddy Jim has been busy story-telling and
doing all kinds of things here. I had a nice
summer. Many visits from my friend Penny,
and my new friends – the squirrels. They love
to play tag, and boy can they dig good holes. I
don’t think my buddy likes them too much
though.

The rebuilt stone store, post-1885.
Photo courtesy San Diego History Center.

The barnyard this year has a few more
residents – some new chicks running about.
Clara Cluck is the boss of the barnyard here.
She has now moved her nest out into the flag
pole circle in the street. Looks like I will be
having to use some of my guard dog skills.
Hmm, sounds like a little overtime, keeping up
with the local band of critters that like fresh
eggs. I'm thinking skunks! Oh no. Well not to
worry, my buddy Jim will lend a hand or two . . .
and maybe get Clara to move back inside the
barnyard.
The stone store museum in modern times. The town of
Campo is about 45 miles east of San Diego, out Hwy 94.

Well, stop by and give me a scratch
or a treat. You’ll find me on the cool
floor of the old adobe.

Lumen H. Gaskill.
He moved to San
Diego after 1900,
and died in 1914 at
the age of 71 in
Whittier, CA.

A
brass
plaque
commemorating
the
Campo Store that also
served as a stage station,
post office, and bank.
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Don’t miss our October 8th meeting

Author Byron Harrington

will tell us about the 1875 gunfight at the
Gaskill brother’s store in Campo.
Time to RENEW you Membership Dues
Our membership year began on July 1.
If your address label below
reads “EXPIRED”
then your dues are DUE.

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
*I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

