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From the President’s Desk . . .
I sincerely hope that all of you had a wonderful
Thanksgiving with family and friends. As I write this column
(seven days before Thanksgiving!), the First Lady is getting
a little antsy. Seems like she volunteered us to host the
family gathering for the first time in 32 years and panic is
starting to set in. This too shall pass. I’m sure that none of
you have experienced this kind of anxiety.
Turning to Society news, first and foremost, we
received our County Community Enhancement Grant that
will help defray operating costs (taxes, insurance, utility bills
etc.). We are very grateful to the Honorable Ms. Dianne
Jacob, Supervisor – Second District, for her support for our
organization. She has been a long-time supporter of our
Society and many of our projects were completed because
of her interest in local historical societies.
Also in the news – in early November we were
visited by Ms. Kim Bancroft, the great-great-granddaughter
of Hubert Howe Bancroft. Until a short time ago, Kim was
unaware that “HH” (as he is known to the family) had owned
considerable property centered around our ranch house.
Three hours of exchanging information and stories went by
in a flash. Kim is a delightful woman and a wealth of
knowledge about the Bancroft family history.
As we rush headlong into the Christmas season,
please remember that our Holiday meeting is the first
Saturday of the month, December 1st. Jim will provide the
turkey, while I will bring the ham. All you need to do is show
up with a salad, side dish, or dessert to share. The beautiful
voices of Harmony Galore will then serenade us, followed
by a fun “White Elephant” gift exchange. You don’t want to
miss this festive kickoff to the holiday season.
This will be the last newsletter of 2012 and before
you know it, we’ll be into 2013 (assuming the Mayan
prophesy is bogus). In this season of thanksgiving, I would
be remiss not to express my gratitude to all the members of
the Society and a special thanks to the Board.
Last of all, Pat and I wish each and every one of you
a very merry Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New
Year. I hope to see you at our December 1st program!

– Rob Case

DECEMBER 1st PROGRAM
at 6:30 pm
Well, it’s holiday time of year again, so to
get us in the holiday spirit, our December
program will once again be the lovely voices
of Harmony Galore - a group of local
businesswomen singing Christmas songs a
cappella, in 4-part harmony.
This year, our potluck meal will begin at
5:30 pm and the singers will entertain us
following at 6:30 pm. Remember, the society
will provide the turkey & ham, so bring your
favorite holiday side dish to make a bountiful
feast. Or you are welcome to bring some
holiday treats instead.
After the singers, there
will be a White Elephant gag
gift exchange for those who
want to share in the fun. This
is the time to give away that
doodad, gadget, or thingamabob (valued at roughly $8-10) that was given
to you, but you have no place or use for.
Wrap it up pretty and sneak it in on the display
case before the program begins. Remember
this is all for fun (you don’t have to participate,
it’s fun just to watch) - and anonymous!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec. 1
Potluck – 5:30 pm
Followed by Program – 6:30 pm
@ NOTE EARLIER TIME @
Dec. 17

Board meeting – 7 pm

Jan. 21

Board meeting – 7 pm

Jan. 24

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
Mary Polk/Jackie Lindeneau
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Caretaker’s Corner
Well, this will be the last Bancroft Bulletin of 2012. I would
like to thank all those volunteers who have helped here in this
past year. Happy Holidays ahead and a Happy 2013 New
Year to all who read this fine newsletter. 2012 is winding down
here on Memory Lane; this year was a busy one. New
displays, new board members, good memories. Moving
forward inch by inch – not much, but moving forward.
Two groups that meet here will take off for the month of
December. The Victorian Ladies Society will return for first
meeting of 2013 on Sat. Jan.19; the Spring Valley Woman’s
Club Board will continue their business meeting on Wed. Jan
2. The two book clubs will continue through Dec. into Jan; for
more info call me.
The Fire Hydrant project is creeping ahead slowly; Helix
Water District to approve plans this week. I’m excited to get
this fire hydrant project under way. Like with nearly all
projects, it always takes a little more time to get it in gear.
Enjoyed the visit from Kim Bancroft (see page 4) and
Sata, her dog and travel companion. Sata likes chickens
[meaning, she had fun chasing them around the yard].
Barnyard News Flash: Habanero peppers are working! The
ground squirrels are moving to a new place . . . next door.
Oops. Resident hen, Clara Cluck, showed up with seven new
little “chickadees.” Kind of an odd time of year; these banties.
Must be because the weather has been warmer than usual for
autumn. Resident guard dog Petey is happy not to see any
skunks.
I have been getting some help with the yard work from local
men doing community service and that is a good thing. At this
time of the year the museum is visited by people out and about
with old friends, some truly going down Memory Lane.
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
Vol. 14, No. 3
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SVHS NOTICES

Great Turnout for October Program

DONATIONS:
Thanks for the very generous and much
appreciated donation from member Charlie
LaVoie, and also from the SV Chamber of
Commerce sending us the remaining funds from
the discontinued Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valley
program. Any amount is greatly appreciated!

It was standing room only at another October
program with many members coming to hear
the Buffalo Soldiers (see photos below). The
speakers and some members had to eat outdoors
since there was no room indoors.

THANKS TO: Members Earl Hem and Dolores
Woodford for setting up for our Oct. meeting.
We are in need of a Hospitality person who can
do this on a regular basis.
Thanks also to Ed Eberle for maintaining our
website and calendar at: svhistoricalsociety.org
HELP NEEDED:
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help
is needed with giving tours of our museum and
grounds. Jim shouldn’t be expected to carry this
burden all himself. Drop by some time and learn
the tour spiel from Jim. Then start giving tours
during our visiting hours. Even if you can only
commit to one Sat. or Sun. each month, your
help will be greatly appreciated.

Dolores Woodford (not in uniform) was so excited about our speakers
she got in the chow line with them.
(Photo courtesy of Bob Cederdahl)

Become a Docent!
Give Jim a call if you can help (619-469-1480).

Buffalo soldiers feasting outdoors in lovely Spring Valley fall weather.
(Photo courtesy of Ken Umbarger)

The folks indoors, enjoying a great meal before the program.

At the end of their presentation, the Buffalo Soldiers saluted the
audience.
Long time SVHS member Dave Schluter
(foreground) returned the salute. It was great to see Dave and
wife Nancy at the meeting.
(Photo courtesy of Ken Umbarger)
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Kim reading to the group about Spring Valley in
Bancroft’s last volume of his 39 vol. series, titled
Literary Industries, as Caretaker Jim follows along in
his copy.

The gang who met with Kim Bancroft at the ranch house on Nov. 3rd. Back row:
Jim Van Meter, Maureen Quinn, Rob Case, and Karna Webster; front row: Carol
Myers, Mary Serr, *Kim,* and Carol Serr.
(a little computer magic combined two photos into one to get everyone in )

Bancroft’s 39 Volumes
For those who aren’t aware of the enormous publication
project “HH” produced on histories of western North America,
here is a brief listing of the 39 volumes in the series. He
started off publishing (in 1874) five volumes on aspects of
The Native Races of Pacific States. Then continued with
three volumes on the History of Central America (1501-1887),
then six on the History of Mexico (1516-1887), two on the
History of Northern Mexican States and Texas (1531-1889),
and one on the History of Arizona and New Mexico (15301888).
These all were published prior to his seven-volume History of
California (1542-1890).
These were followed by nine
volumes on other parts of the west (Nevada, Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah, Northwest Coast, Oregon, Washington,
Idaho, Montana, British Columbia, and Alaska), and six
volumes of more informal works: California Pastoral,
California Inter Pocula, Popular Tribunals (1 & 2), Essays &
Miscellany, and Literary Industries (in 1890).
You can find these volumes as digital books online that can
be downloaded or read on the site. This link is Vol. 39:
http://archive.org/stream/cihm_14190#page/n17/mode/2up
Go to page 770 (bottom) to read about Spring Valley. Or, get
a sample from the excerpts at right =>
Vol. 14, No. 3
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Kim has been editing down the Literary Industries
volume to an abridged, roughly 200 page version
(condensed from Bancroft’s original 798 pages of
memoirs). It will contain photos, including one of
Helix Farms. Heyday Books will be publishing it
around December 2013.
It was also very nice to see Karna Webster – a
long time SVHS member who compiled an
extensive history of Spring Valley in 1980 called
The Hidden Heart of Spring Valley, well before
Thomas Adema published his Our Hills and
Valleys in 1993.

Excerpts referring to Spring Valley from Vol. 39,
Chapter 30, Burned Out!, pages 770-771:
Then we came to San Diego…a week of exploration in
every direction was passed…before we found a place
in which were seemingly united all the requisite
possibilities. There we were satisfied to rest, and then
we made our purchase. Spring Valley it was called,
from a larger perpetual spring…and it was the most
attractive spot within ten miles of the future metropolis.
Upon the death of Ensworth, Porter purchased the
place and moved his family there from San Pedro in
1865. Around him subsequently settled Burbeck,
Campbell, and Crosby, from whom I purchased land,
which with the Porter place made up a tract of five
hundred acres and more. The place I called the Helix
Farms, and entered in my book of life to spend my
latter days there.
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Caretaker Jim Celebrates
the Big 60
th

We celebrated Jim’s 35
year as
Caretaker of the ranch house and grounds
back in August. On Oct. 4th he had a
milestone birthday, the big “6 0.” His
birthday was honored at our Oct. 6th
program. VP Kathy Viessman got the cake
and made the sign (shown below).

Santee Historical Society’s

Centennial
Edgemoor Barn
2013 Calendar
Now on Sale
The Santee Historical Society has proudly produced
a 2013 calendar celebrating the 100th Anniversary of
the Edgemoor Farm Dairy Barn. The National
Registered landmark, green and white, Dutch
gambrel roofed barn is their museum. The public is
welcome to tour the building and displays on Tues.
and every 3rd Sat. from 10 am – 2 pm. The barn is
located at 9200 N Magnolia Ave. Call 619-449-2024
for more info.
The calendar costs $10 and funds go to preserving
the Society’s other historic landmarks. Copies of
their Then and Now 2012 calendar are still available
also.

Also at our Oct. meeting, the Chamber of Commerce bestowed SVHS a plaque honoring the
past 58 Mr. and Mrs. Spring Valley ambassadors who served our community for 29 years.
SVHS’s 1st VP, Kathy Viessman accepted the plaque, in President Rob’s absence.
From left to right: Bob Cederdahl, Marie (Mendoza) Kent, Juanita Mangels, Pat
Umbarger, Marilyn Jarman, Kathy Viessman, Will Conley (aka Santa), Sharon Conley,
and Ken Umbarger in back. (Photo courtesy of Mr. S.V. 2003 Bob Cederdahl)
(bolded italics denote SVHS members)
At left, the plaque with the names of all the Mr. and Mrs. Spring Valley ambassadors.
It is mounted on the annex south wall by the SVHS Life member plaques.
(Photo courtesy of Mr. S.V. 2007 Ken Umbarger)
Spring Valley Historical Society
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◊ † EVENTS AROUND TOWN † ◊

Battle Day

Battle of San Pasqual Re-enactment
Sun. Dec. 2 • 10:30 am - 3:30 pm

Lakeside Historical Society’s

Historic Holiday Home Tour
Sat. Dec. 1 • 10 am - 2 pm
This year’s self-guided tour takes you to five
holiday decorated unique buildings including a
home atop Rattlesnake Mt. and a homesteader
cottage.
Tickets and tour map can be
purchased at the Olde Community Church gift
shop.
A reception follows, with refreshments and
entertainment at the Olde Community Church 9906 Maine Ave., Lakeside. Ticket donation of
$15; $7.50 child under 12 (funds help maintain
their 1896 church). For info call: 619-561-1886.

Re-live history by witnessing a re-enactment of
the bloodiest battle fought during the U.S.–
Mexican War in 1846, on the actual battle field.
Craft demonstrations, period music & dancing, a
military & mountain man encampment, and
children’s activities will take place; refreshments
will be available. The battle re-enactments will be
at 11:30 am & 2 pm.
San Pasqual Battlefield State Park is located
just over 1 mi. east of the Wild Animal Park on
State Hwy 78 (15808 San Pasqual Valley Rd.)
For more info call 760-737-2201.
For maps of the historic battle locations, visit:
www.sanpasqual.org/locations.html

Their 40th Anniversary watercolor calendar of
historic homes will be available for purchase.

Holiday in the Park
Dec. 15 & 16 • 10 am – 8 pm
Old Town State Historic Park

The LHS museum is open 10 am -2 pm Fri-Sun.

www.lakesidehistory.org

La Mesa Historical Society’s
Traditional Christmas Open House
Sun. Dec. 9 • 2 – 4 pm
The historic McKinney House Museum
(8369 University Ave., at Pine) will once
again come alive celebrating the Christmas
season with traditional old fashioned
refreshments and caroling. A raffle will
be held at 3:30 pm. Call 619-466-0197 for
more info or: www.lamesahistory.com
Their museum is open 1-4pm on the 2nd &
4th Sat. of every month.
Vol. 14, No. 3

Celebrate the holidays of yesteryear in the richly
decorated park with special holiday treats, oldfashioned music, and living-history activities.
On Sunday, the 62nd annual Las Posadas
Procession will begin at 4 pm.
This candlelit
procession reenacts the biblical story of Joseph and
Mary’s search for a birthplace of the Christ child. At 2
pm, preceding the procession, a choir will perform
traditional holiday songs in both English and Spanish.
A piñata party for the children will be held at 5 pm.

Save the Date for the

Annual History Conference
March 1 & 2, 2013
The theme for the Congress of History’s Conference is
From Dream to Reality: The History of Science and
Technology in the San Diego Region. It will be held
at the Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in Vista
both days. Cost for the two days is only $25 (seniors
65+ only $20). The exhibit & book sellers area will be
open to the public during the conference. To present a
paper contact conference chair Alex Bevil:
alexbevil@yahoo.com.
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2013 by visiting the
website: www.congressofhistory.org or calling 619469-7283. More details to come.
-6-
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Great Gift Idea for the Holidays

Petey’s Post

Our Hills and Valleys is the story
of the Helix-Spring Valley region
of
San
Diego
County,
encompassing
the
Indian
habitation of the area in the
1700s to the modern day landuses, written by Thomas J.
Adema,
former
photograph
archivist for the San Diego
Historical Society.

Hello to all my fans out
there! And thanks for the
treats!
I am worn out trying to keep up with all the
activity going on around here. It’s time for things
to slow down so I can relax and enjoy this
wonderful place. I’m somewhat sorry for all the
chasing and roughhousing with those squirrel
friends of mine; they sure can run fast.

The book has information on the previous owners
of our adobe and ranch grounds from early settler
Rufus K. Porter, and Hubert Howe Bancroft, the
wealthy California historian who planted olive and
fruit trees on his Helix Farms ranch, to La Mesa
Country Estates. There is also information on
Alfred Isham, the unscrupulous businessman
who bottled Sweetwater Springs water and sold it
as a cure for baldness and so much more.

My buddy Jim was racing around today, looking
for something. A lady, from downtown, was
here asking about something that Jim had.
They all of a sudden disappeared to the room
where people sit and chat and eat good treats. I
followed them in there, and there Jim was
talking about an old dentist office building that
was saved from the construction of the 94
freeway some time ago. I heard him tell the lady
"the building is now owned by a recycling
company. It used to be a TV repair business,
and before that, a car dealership.” Hmm, I
wonder what else? The lady and Jim went back
outside so he could show her where to go, to
see the building.

The origins of the region's many communities are
described including Casa de Oro, Brookside, La
Presa, Mount Helix, Sweetwater Springs, Rancho
San Diego, Spring Valley Estates, Dictionary Hill,
and Calavo Gardens. The book is beautifully
illustrated with original photographs--many of
them the work of Francis Elliote Patterson, a
noted pioneer photographer and Spring Valley
resident of the 1880s.

Well, come by and give me a scratch,
or a treat. You’ll find me on the cool
floor of the old adobe.

The book is 196 pages (softbound), includes 176
photographs; and sells for $20.00 (includes tax)
at the ranch house (see Caretaker Jim).

Year End Tax Deduction
Suggestion
Please consider making an end-of-year tax
deductible donation to our non-profit society.
It will help defray the cost of our operating
expenses, and maintenance projects. Our
fund-raisers and donations are the main way
we bring in money to pay for the upkeep of
this landmark structure in your community.
Tax ID #237317982
Spring Valley Historical Society
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Get in the Holiday Spirit at our
Sat. Dec. 1st program. The singers
perform at 6:30 pm, after our
potluck dinner starting early at
5:30 pm.

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
*I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

