
 
 

 

 
 
 
     

December 2011 - January 2012  •  Vol. 13, No. 3 
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9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Dec. 3                Potluck – 5:30 pm 
     Followed by Program – 6:30 pm 

@ NOTE EARLIER TIME @ 
 

Dec. 19        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Jan. 16       Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Jan. 26   Newsletter deadline 

DECEMBER 3rd PROGRAM 
at 6:30 pm 

 
Well, it’s holiday time of year again, so to 

get us in the holiday spirit, the December 
program will be the lovely voices of Harmony 
Galore - a group of local businesswomen 
singing Christmas songs a cappella, in 4-part 
harmony. 

This year, our potluck meal will begin at 
5:30 pm and the singers will entertain us 
following at 6:30 pm.  Once again, the society 
will provide the turkey & ham, so bring a side 
dish to make a holiday spread.  And make 
sure to insulate it well if your dish needs to be 
kept warm. You are welcome to bring some 
holiday treats as well. 

After eating, there will be a 
White Elephant gag gift 
exchange for those who want 
to share in the fun. This is the 
time to give away that doodad, 
gadget, or thingamabob 
(valued at roughly $5-10) that 
was given to you, but you have  
no place or use for. Wrap it up pretty and 
sneak it in on the display case before the 
program begins. Remember this is all for fun 
(you don’t have to participate, it’s fun just to 
watch) - and anonymous! 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 

This will be my LAST Presidents’ column . . . for 2011.    
Gotcha! 
 
Can you believe it!!  Another year is almost over in 
what seems like the blink of an eye.  2011 has been an 
interesting and productive year for the Society.  We 
have been blessed by new memberships as well as 
strong loyalty by our longtime members.  I believe that 
currently we have the largest roster since I’ve been 
President with 147 members (58 of those are Life time 
memberships!).  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
If the response to the last meetings’ presentation (the 
account about the Campo gunfight; see page 3) is any 
indication, our programs continue to be very popular 
and the Board is busy lining up new and interesting 
speakers for 2012 (if you know of someone you think 
would be good, please let a Board member know).  As 
you know, December is our annual Holiday meeting 
with singing, feasting, and gifting.  The ham and turkey 
are provided by the Society, but please bring a salad, 
side dish, or dessert to share with everyone.  Everyone 
is encouraged to participate in the gift exchange.  
Rumor has it that the Surfin’ Santa Chimp will be up for 
grabs and you don’t want to miss out on an opportunity 
to give him an honored place in your  home for the next 
year.  Harmony Galore will once again provide the 
festive music but the performance starting at 6:30 PM 
after dinner rather than before dinner. 
 
As the year winds down I want to express my deepest 
appreciation to all the Board members, volunteers, and 
general members for the parts you play in keeping the 
Spring Valley Historical Society alive and thriving.  I 
hope to see all of you at the Holiday dinner and if not, 
have yourselves a very merry Christmas and a happy, 
healthy New Year! 

   – Rob Case 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs OPEN 

Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial  Vic Baker 
Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN 

Hospitality Mary Polk & Jackie Lindenau 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Sponsors of this publication can use their 
contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number 
is 237317982. 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

To all who read this fine newsletter -- the staff here at the 
Bancroft Ranch Museum (barnyard critters included) wish you 
a Happy Holiday season!  With the visiting rains, the grounds 
and the gardens look good.  Walk-in tours at the museum have 
slowed a bit… on Memory Lane. 

 

SVHS Life members Lee and Phyllis Bourdeau were here in 
town from Henderson, Nev.  Phyllis’s sister Margie Kallis and 
husband Rurik came down from San Andreas, Cal. where they 
celebrated at the 50th class reunion at Mt. Miguel High 
School...so cool.  Phyllis made a beautiful crafted harvest 
basket to donate for one of our meeting raffles.  The lucky 
person who wins this at one of our raffles will really enjoy this. 

 

Win some, lose some.  The fire hydrant project has a little extra 
cost attached....bummer.  The Helix Water District policy 
requires the relocating of the three existing water meters 
associated with the Memory Lane fire hydrant project adding 
the additional cost of $9,600.00, which our private donor has 
graciously offered to pay.  So the project is still moving forward 
-- starting after Jan. 2012. 

 
Thanks goes out to those members helping out here: John 
Klein, Vic Baker, Ron Stahl, Ed Eberle, Maureen Quinn, and 
our never tiring Board of Officers.   

 
Barnyard News Flash: Neighboring rooster decided to visit.  It 
was a short visit though.  The resident hens and fellow roosters 
gave him a Hello...and...Goodbye party with a lot of ruckus.  
Security Dog Petey was in fray.  The neighbor’s rooster picked 
a bad day to visit – when the barnyard was in mourning over 
the loss of Clara Cluck, the senior hen. 

 

The Victorian Ladies Society had a sunny day here for their 
"Fall Garden Tea" - a very nice event under the palm trees.  
Their general meetings will return in 2012 starting with Sat. 
Jan. 21, at. 9 a.m.  The History Book Club will be coming back 
in 2012 on the third Mondays of each month at 9:45 a.m.  And 
the Presenters Book Club will meet on Jan. 2, 2012 at 9:45 
a.m.  The Spring Valley Woman’s Club Board meets here the 
first Wed. of each month, beginning Jan. 4th, 2012, at 9 a.m. 
 

Hope to see you at our holiday pot-luck.   
 

Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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 SVHS NOTICES     
 

DONATIONS: 
Thanks for the very generous donation from member 
Charlie LaVoie and much appreciated donations from 
Linda Canada (President of the Japanese American 
Hist. Soc. of San Diego) and the Spring Valley 
Woman’s Club and all the other smaller donations.  Any 
amount is greatly appreciated! 
 
HELP NEEDED: 
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help is 
needed with giving tours of our museum and grounds.  
Jim shouldn’t be expected to carry this burden all 
himself.  Drop by some time and learn the tour spiel 
from Jim.  Then start giving tours during our visiting 
hours.  Even if you can only commit to one Sat. or Sun. 
each month, your help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Give Jim a call if you can help (619-469-1480). 
 

SVHS Now Has a Website! 
 
Thanks to member Ed Eberle for bringing 
SVHS into the 21st century by creating a 
website for us.*  Being brand new, it is still in 
its infancy – but you’ll find a link to view a 
YouTube 2008 video on our museum, 
staring our loquacious Caretaker Jim.  And 
more items will be added as time goes by. 
 
If you have any comments/suggestions for 
what you would like to see on our website, 
please share your thoughts. 
 
The address is:  svhistoricalsociety.org 
 
* SVHS has had a web presence on the San Diego 
History Center’s webpage on historical societies for 
nearly a decade, but it wasn’t our own site (and the 
membership rates are mow out of date!). 

Our Native Plant Garden 
 
Grounds chair Maureen Quinn reports 
that the native plant garden Joel Hastings 
created back in 1997 is thriving and doing 
well.  It is here for visitors to check out 
and get a sense of what types of plants the 
local inhabitants used for many centuries.  
You might like to incorporate some of 
these plants in your landscape. 

Come by and check it out. 

Raffle Items Needed for SVHS  

Meetings - How About Re-gifting? 
 

During the coming holiday season, our Raflle 
Organizer Dolores would like to remind 
members that we gladly endorse “re-gifting.”  
If you receive a present not to your liking or 
use, and are considering passing it on – please 
consider donating it to SVHS as a raffle item.   
 
And many thanks for all the donations 
received during the past year.  Each donation 
helps. 

Great Turnout for October Speaker 
 
It was standing room only at our October program 
with a record number of members coming to hear 
an outstanding speaker on the historic 1875 Campo 
gunfight.  Author Bryon Harrington (see photo 
above) made history come alive.  If you haven’t 
attended one of his programs, make a point to do so.  
He hopes to make his book into a movie – so keep 
an eye out for that in the next several years.  Then 
the San Diego County gunfight won’t be forgotten 
any more.   
 
The Editor apologizes for misspelling the author’s name as Byron – 
but apparently she isn’t the only one who has done so. 
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 News from Out of State SVHS Member 
 
Long time Life member and former Board 
officer for many years Lillian Duncan, now 
living in Oregon, recently sent the following 
message to the SVHS Board: 
 
Just a note to tell you how much I enjoy 
the newsletter – good to hear of all you 
good people.  I miss Spring Valley – the 
friends and the organizations I was 
involved in – but it is nice to be close to 
family.  My big excitement is going to 
the Senior Center to eat and play Bingo.  
I’m not getting too rich.   It’s a small 
world – two ladies I met at the Center 
are from Nebraska – so we have a lot to 
talk about since leaving there in the 
1950s.  Spring Valley is so lucky to have 
you dedicated hard working officers. 
 
Thanks for sharing your news and the kind 
words Lillian – we miss seeing you. 

What is a Hair Receiver? 
 
Usually identified by a 1-inch diameter hole in the lid 
for inserting hair, hair receivers were commonly found 
on the dressing tables of women during Victorian 
times, but even to as late as the 1950s.  Hair receivers 
can be round or square and were made from a variety 
of materials including glass, porcelain, celluloid or 
bronze.  After brushing her hair, a woman would 
remove the hair from her brush and place it through 
the opening of the receiver for storage.  Once enough 
hair had accumulated, it could be used to construct 
rats* (for hair styling), or could be woven or plaited 
and put into lockets, framed and mounted on the wall, 
or even made into watch chains, bracelets or other 
jewelry.  Some of these woven works of art would be 
given as love tokens or used as mourning mementos.  
However, curator of the Surratt House Museum in 
Maryland, Lori Verge, states that the decorative items 
required straight, not tangled hair. She believes that 
cut hair (rather than combed out hair) was used for 
constructing such objects. 
 
Did you know the Bancroft Museum has a porcelain 
hair receiver - as well as a wreath made of plated 
human hair - on display?  The next time you visit, look 
for the framed wreath on the north wall and the 2-
piece receiver with a pink rose decoration with dark 
blue trim in the second display case from the west 
entrance to the Annex room. 
 
* The use of “auxiliary” hair to enhance (add volume) one’s coif 
was more commonly done in the past and this caution is given in 
this late 1800s Godey;s Lady’s Book warning: “when a lady is in 
danger of drowning, raise her by the dress and not by the hair, 
which oftentimes remains in one’s grasp.” 
 

At right: example of a hair wreath made from the hair of 15 
family members, augmented with baubles, etc.  

(not the one at our museum) 

Does SVHS Have Your  
e-mail Address? 

These days, many folks have e-mail – a 
convenient way of keeping in touch with 
others or getting the latest news.  Due to 
recent changes in production of the newsletter 
(no longer being printed for free), SVHS would 
really appreciate our members to opt for 
getting their Bancroft Bulletin via e-mail rather 
than regular (“snail”) mail.  This act alone will 
save greatly on paper, printing, and postal 
costs – saving the society money that can be 
used to keep the museum running and the 
buildings maintained.   

You may also get notices sent out in between 
newsletters (or of an urgent matter).  Please 
send an e-mail to SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 
to get added to our e-mail list.  We respect 
your privacy by not sharing your e-mail 
address with other members or organizations. 
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SVHS Newsletter Sponsor 
NEEDED 

 
To help with our society expenses, you or your 
company/organization can Sponsor the 
newsletter production and mailing costs, at one 
of these levels:  
$100 for one issue;  
$280 for half a year (3 issues); or  
$560 for one full year (6 issues). 
 
Any company sponsor will get advertising space 
in each issue they subsidize.  Please contact the 
Editor (see page 2) if you would like to help 
SVHS in this way.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated and is tax deductible as a donation 
to our non-profit organization. 

La Mesa Centennial Calendar 
Now on Sale 

 
The La Mesa Historical Society has 
proudly released a special edition 2012 
Centennial Calendar (see image above). 
 
Graphic-artist and long-time LMHS board 
member Sharon Crockett designed the 
calendar featuring stylistically colorized 
historic photographs from the Society’s 
archives and centennial fun facts about La 
Mesa.  The calendar costs $10 and all 
funds will go to support the Society’s 
Centennial activities in 2012 

History of Lakeside Schools 
 

The Lakeside Historical Society is 
selling a new book on the History of 
Lakeside Schools 1879 - 2011 by Edna 
Kouns, Catherin Hansen, & Allene 
Savage.  The book can be purchased 
for $20 at the LHS museum located at 
9906 Maine Avenue, Lakeside  
 

New look for Local History Gallery! 
 
The Bonita Museum & Cultural Center has a new design, 
new objects, more history and a Museum store.  You can 
purchase the first published history of Bonita, Images of 
America—Bonita here, which contains over 200 images of 
Bonita from the last 100 years. Proceeds from the book 
benefit the Bonita Museum & Cultural Center.   
 
The book is also available through their website at 
www.bonitamuseum.org.  Call for more info (619) 267-
5141. 
 

Save the Date for the 
Annual History Conference 

March 2 & 3, 2012 
 
The theme for the next Conference is From 
Inkwells to Internet: The History of Learning in 
the San Diego Region – co-sponsored by the 
Congress of History and the USD History 
Department. It will be held at USD at the School of 
Leadership and Education Sciences auditorium at 
9 - 4:30 both days.  Cost for the two days is only 
$25 (seniors 65+ only $20). The exhibit & book 
sellers room will be open to the public during the 
conference.  To reserve a display or selling table 
contact Dianne Cowen diannepcowen@yahoo.com 
or mail request to: Conference Exhibit Table, PO 
Box 1346, Lemon Grove CA 91946. 
 
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2012 by e-mailing 
hghalmay@aol.com or calling 619-469-7283. 
 
The 20-minute presentations could include the 
following topics:  history of the founding of USD; 
history of S.D. High School; the Lemon Grove 
School Dist.; traditional Kumeyaay educational 
methods; history of the start of SDSU at the state 
Normal School (1897-1921)…and many more! 
 

More details to come. 
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La Mesa Historical Society 
Christmas Open House 

Sun. Dec. 11 • 2 – 3:30 pm 
 
The historical McKinney House Museum (8369 

University Ave., at Pine) will once again come 

alive celebrating the Christmas season with 

traditional old fashioned refreshments and 

caroling.  A raffle will be held at 3:15 pm.   

Call 619-466-0197 for more info 

 
Their museum is open 1-4pm on the 1st & 3rd 
Sat. of every month.  Their $10 Centennial 
calendar makes a nice gift (see page 5). 

◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Lakeside Historical Society’s 

Historic Holiday Home Tour 

Sat. Dec. 3 • 10 am - 2 pm 

This year’s self-guided tour takes you to five 
holiday decorated unique buildings including the 
historic (1887) Ferry Ranch and a house on Palm 
Row that has a Pt. Loma lighthouse incorporated 
into it.  Tickets and tour map can be purchased at 
the Olde Community Church gift shop. 

A reception follows, with refreshments and 
entertainment at the Olde Community Church - 
9906 Maine Ave., Lakeside. Ticket donation of 
$15; $7.50 child under 12 (funds help restore the 
1896 church).  For info call: 619-561-1886.      

The LHS museum is open 11 am -3 pm Sat. only. 

Battle Day 
Battle of San Pasqual Re-enactment 

Sun. Dec. 4 • 10:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Re-live history by witnessing a re-enactment of the 
bloodiest battle fought during the U.S. - Mexican War in 
1846, on the actual battle field.  Craft demonstrations, 
period music & dancing, a military & mountain man 
encampment, and children’s activities will take place; 
refreshments including tacos & hot dogs will be available 
(the event extends east to the S.D. Archaeological 
Center). The battle re-enactments will be at 11:30 am & 
2:30 pm.  

San Pasqual Battlefield State Park is located 1.5 mi. east 
of the Wild Animal Park on State Hwy 78 (15808 San 
Pasqual Valley Rd.)  For more info call 760-737-2201. 

21st Annual Mt. Helix Foundation 
Old-fashioned Caroling on the Mountain 

Sun. Dec. 11 • 6-8 pm 
 
This free family event is a great way to get into the 
holiday spirit. Coffee & hot cocoa will be provided.  
Dress warmly and bring cushions & blankets. 
Shuttles to the historic mountain-top amphitheatre 
will run from the parking lot at the corner of Vivera 
Dr. and Mt. Helix Dr. beginning at 5:30 pm. Call 619-
741-4363 for more info; www,mthelixpark.org 

Holiday in the Park 
Dec. 10 & 11 • 10 am – 8 pm 

Old Town State Historic Park 
 

Celebrate the holidays of yesteryear in the richly 
decorated park with special holiday treats, old-
fashioned music, and living-history activities.    
 
On Sunday, the 61st annual Las Posadas Procession 
will begin at 5 pm.  This candlelit procession 
reenacts the biblical story of Joseph and Mary’s 
search for a birthplace of the Christ child.  Traditional 
holiday songs will be sung in both English and 
Spanish.   

Los Peñasquitos Rancho Adobe 

Holiday Open House 
Sat. Dec. 10 • 11 am -3 pm 

 
Enjoy Christmas carols; ranch house tours of the 
1824 adobe; and refreshments provided by the 
Friends of Los Peñasquitos Canyon 
Preserve. Kids are welcome to this free event. 
The adobe is located at 12122 Canyonside Park 
Driveway, off Black Mt. Rd. (west of I-15, off 
Mercy Rd. exit). For more info: 858-484-7504. 
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Great Gift Idea for the Holidays 
 
Our Hills and Valleys is the story 
of the Helix-Spring Valley region 
of San Diego County, 
encompassing the Indian 
habitation of the area in the 
1700s to the modern day land-
uses, written by Thomas J. 
Adema, former photograph 
archivist for the San Diego 
Historical Society.  
 
The book has information on the previous owners 
of our adobe and ranch grounds from early settler 
Rufus K. Porter, and Hubert Howe Bancroft, the 
wealthy California historian who planted olive and 
fruit trees on his Helix Farms ranch, to La Mesa 
Country Estates. There is also information on 
Alfred Isham, the unscrupulous businessman 
who bottled Sweetwater Springs water and sold it 
as a cure for baldness and so much more. 
 
The origins of the region's many communities are 
described including Casa de Oro, Brookside, La 
Presa, Mount Helix, Sweetwater Springs, Rancho 
San Diego, Spring Valley Estates, Dictionary Hill, 
and Calavo Gardens. The book is beautifully 
illustrated with original photographs--many of 
them the work of Francis Elliote Patterson, a 
noted pioneer photographer and Spring Valley 
resident of the 1880s. 
 
The book is 196 pages (softbound), includes 176 
photographs; and sells for $20.00 (includes tax) 
at the ranch house (see Caretaker Jim). 

Year End Tax Deduction 

Suggestion 
 

Please consider making an end-of-year tax 
deductible donation to our non-profit society.  
It will help defray the cost of our operating 
expenses, and maintenance projects. Our 
fund-raisers and donations are the main way 
we bring in money to pay for the upkeep of 
this landmark structure in your community. 
Tax ID #237317982 

      

                           Petey’s Post 
 
 

Hello to all my fans out there! 
 

What great treats I have been enjoying ...nice 
surprises.  I guess those hints to my buddy Jim 
are paying off.  His friend Megan has the best, 
well, a little different than the regular ones I get.  
By the smell of things in my house, more good 
treats to come.  I will save some for my friend 
Penny.   
 Being on guard of the barnyard here is a lot of 
work.  I was thinking I lost some respect, but now 
I think all's o.k.  After this last visit with that nosey 
rooster that lives on the other side of the big 
bush, I noticed I am getting the respect a guard 
dog should.  This will be interesting. 
 Cold and wet, my buddy Jim was doing his 
story telling with a couple guys that were wanting 
to know about a fire station that was donated by 
the property owner that became too small for a 
new fire truck.  Jim started to explain where the 
building is...still standing…but not a fire station 
any more.  As they tromped inside the old adobe 
to get out of rain, I followed along for warmer spot 
right behind them.  Once inside, my buddy Jim 
was warming up and saying “look at this picture.”  
With all the racket in the room I was thinking to 
go back outside, but it looked all wet out there so 
I hunkered down where I was. 
 
Well, come by and give me a scratch  
or a treat – and bring one for Penny.   
You’ll find me on the cool floor of the old adobe.  
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   ) ________________            □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)                 
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Please check your membership status 
on the mailing label below.     

 

 

 

 

 

Get in the Holiday Spirit at our 
Dec. 3rd program.   
The singers perform at 6:30 pm, 
after our potluck dinner starting 
Early at 5:30pm. 


