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From the President's Desk...
Greetings from the New Year! Hopefully, 2022 will be more normal
than 2021. Lately we’ve been getting some rain – I can tell by the
percentage of my backyard thick with WEEDS!! And so, the annual
cycle begins. Yuck!
Despite everybody (well, almost everybody) giving their best efforts
to control Covid-19, new variants are recognized every month or so.
Like the mythological Hydra, every time a head is cut off, two more
sprout up to replace it. We must remain vigilant and cautious as we
move forward. To this end, the Spring Valley Historical Society board
will continue to comply with, and enforce, all public health safety
measures.
Even under the Covid cloud, the Society saw truly significant
progress on several fronts: the sloping floor in the Annex has been
fixed and the Annex has a fresh coat of paint; the sidewalk in front of
the Adobe has been improved to be ADA-compliant; the parking lot
has been expanded; all of the trees on the property have been pruned;
and most importantly, in my opinion, we have embraced cyber
technology to reach more people who have an interest in Spring
Valley’s history and character.
Moving forward in 2022, we will expand our cyber technology to
include electronic storage of Society business (meeting minutes,
programs, etc.), digitizing our print film library and our reference
library collection¸ and continuing to enter our various collections into
our PastPerfect database. Our ultimate goal is to get all of this
information, and more, digitized and stored on the Cloud for future
generations. We encourage and invite anyone interested in
participating in any aspect of this endeavor to contact our
Curator/Historian, Pat Case, at 619 462-4818. This is an excellent way
to meet other members and learn more about your community.
I hope that you enjoyed the holiday season and are looking forward to
2022. I know that I am!
Rob Case - President

2022 SVHS Program Dates
Happy New Year!
As we welcome in 2022, mark your
calendar with our upcoming
program dates and plan to join us!
February 5
April 2
June 4
August 6
October 1
December 3
Program details will be shared in the
bulletins, via email, social media and
on our website. Stay tuned.
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, January 17, 2022
7pm via Zoom
Monday, February 21, 2022
7pm via Zoom
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Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.
If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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Greetings and Happy New Year!
Wishing all who read this newsletter good health, good
cheer, and good fortune. It was nice to see everyone at the
Christmas program. The weather was good for outdoor
festivities, Christmas songs by Harmony Galore, hot
chocolate and good holiday cookies.
We are still pursuing the replacement of the State
Landmark sign (north bound on Bancroft). The ongoing
issue here on Memory Lane is cars being left on the street,
cluttering the street and blocking mail boxes. Even still
the circle looks good with no trash and only one
abandoned vehicle. The California Highway patrol helps
with getting the abandoned cars removed.
Many planned projects were completed in 2021.Tree
trimming was a success! All 14 trees were trimmed. Thank
you to the private donor who supplied the funds.
Thank you all who helped with the fundraising events
here, more events to come in 2022.
The Museum is open and we are following the guidelines
and restrictions set forth by the State and County.
Limited number of visitors are allowed in the Museum at
one time as we are practicing social distancing. Free
masks are available for our visitors.
Looking forward to a great year ahead!
Hope to see you all at the next program.
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker, Director, Raconteur

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the
entrance to the grounds (at gate).
There are a variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to take
more plant donations.
-2-

Spring Valley Historical Society

Bancroft Bulletin

January/February 2022
Annual Holiday Gathering
by Sarah Moore, VP Programs

We had a merry celebration to start off the
holiday season Saturday, December 4.
Twenty-seven gathered in-person,
outdoors for a festive afternoon program
at the Adobe specially decorated for
Christmas. We were blessed once more
this year with Harmony Galore’s gift of
song. These talented ladies sang their
hearts out; we are so thankful for their
participation and musical selection from
traditional Christmas carols to clever
songs about what Santa might bring to
Christmas around the world!
Cookies and cocoa were enjoyed on the lawn along with fellowship amongst
new and old friends. In fact, our newsletter editor was happily surprised by the
presence of a friend from high school days at Mount Miguel joined by her
husband and kids. They had been interested in visiting the Adobe and
Caretaker, Jim Van Meter, invited them for a tour and to stay for the event.
What a wonderful treat for them, time to reconnect! Speaking of connections,
we want to extend a warm invitation to join us at our next program, Our
Stories, Saturday, February 5. It will be a time to build community as we get to
know one another and our personal histories. We continue to monitor the
status of the pandemic and will send final program details via email to our
membership; information will also be available on our website and social
media.
Thank you to all who have made our programs so successful this year, our
presenters, attendees and volunteers! We appreciate each and every one of you!

Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays
Sharon Barrington - January 26th
Dolores Woodford - February 21st
Let us help you celebrate! Email
birthday (month and day) to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

