
By the time you read my column it will be 2023! I hope you had a
happy holiday season and your New Year is filled with love and joy. I
can hardly believe that 2022 will become a fading memory. The year
went by so fast! But I can safely say that it went out with a bang.

First, our annual holiday party was different than previous years due
to the absence of the melodious voices of Harmony Galore who were
on hiatus. Instead, 1st Vice President/Programs Sarah Moore, with
help from Raquel Veluz, Jessica Moore, and others, organized a
fabulous afternoon of Bingo, holiday karaoke, cookies, and
comradery. All who attended enjoyed it immensely; what a way to
start the holiday season!

Second, at the beginning of the meeting I was able to announce that
we had received our Community Enhancement Grant for the coming
year. Fourth District Supervisor Nathan Fletcher awarded our Society
$7,000 to help cover operating expenses in addition to necessary tree
trimming costs. I would like to thank Supervisor Fletcher and his staff
for their generous support of our organization.

Lastly, the Board is investigating a new source of funding, the
Neighborhood Reinvestment Program, that is designed to support
grants to “non-profit community organizations for one-time
community, social, environmental, educational, cultural or
recreational needs.” Specifically, we feel that this funding source is
the best opportunity for us to request a grant to cover the cost of
replacing the south side roof of the adobe. We are working on a cost
estimate for materials and labor (roughly $19,000) and will be
preparing the grant request over the next several weeks. This is new
territory for us so wish us luck.

Rob Case

Upcoming 2023 program dates.
Mark your calendar with our

upcoming program dates and plan
to join us!

 
February 4th

April 1st
June 3rd

August 5th 
October 7th

December 2nd   
   

Further details will be shared via
email, social media and on our

website. 
Stay tuned.

 
Upcoming Board Meetings:

Monday, January 16th at 7pm
via Zoom

Monday, February 20th at 7pm
via Zoom

SPRING VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bancroft Bulletin

Bancroft Ranch House Museum
9050 Memory Lane - Built in 1863

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958
National Historical Landmark, 1962

January/February 2023 - Vol. 24, No. 1 

From the President's Desk...
SVHS Program Dates

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop

near the entrance to the
grounds (at gate). There are a

variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to

take more plant donations.



General  meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.

Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.

Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him. 

The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.

DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.

If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.  
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SVHS Officers/Committees
619-462-7928
619-994-1749
619-433-9792
619-698-1242

 
 

619-550-8482
619-462-7928

 
619-719-1070

 
619-469-1480
619-993-1749

 
Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

Caretaker's Corner

 Happy Holidays to all that read this fine newsletter!
As has been mentioned before, working together has been
successful. Property owners along Memory Lane are
assisting with clean up, parking issues, abandoned
vehicles, and trash. 

The museum grounds and gardens along with the circle
that holds the war Memorial, look good. The rainy season
always helps to "green up'' the areas.  

Two new signs on Bancroft Drive, for a total of 6 new
signs this year, wow! Member, Chris Pierce arranged to
get new County Landmark signs to be put on the 94 east
and west freeway off ramps. Plus new signs on the 94
freeway approaching the Bancroft Drive off ramps.
Signage works! We have heard from walk-in visitors that
they had seen these signs for the first time and that is
what brought them down old Memory Lane. May the
signs last!

Thanks to Building and Grounds Chair, Chris Hagan, the
bell platform has been repaired. His team did a great job.
Bell ringing will now continue, just in time for holiday bell
ringing and New Year’s Eve. 

Thanks to all of our members who helped with the
Christmas program on December 3rd. Moving forward
2023 brings hope for our Museum. More projects to
complete for a Happy New Year.

The rummage sale is scheduled for May this spring which
will be another great fundraising project.

Thank you to all who work together to keep this
wonderful landmark in good shape. Thanks also to the
Spring Valley Historical Society for 60 plus years in the
community.

Hope to see you all at the next meeting.

Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter- Caretaker, Director, Raconteur 



Bancroft Bulletin January/February 2023

Vol. 24, No. 1 -3- Spring Valley Historical Society

Celebrations!!

Member Birthdays
 

Sharon Barrington, January 26th
Dolores Woodford, February 21st

  
Let us help you celebrate! Send us
your birthday (month and day) via

email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

Membership News

A very big thank you to Rick Schudar
for donating money to help cover the

cost of the postage for this
newsletter! We appreciate you! 

Remembering the Past 

For those who live or who grew up in
the Spring Valley area we would like

you to share your memories of the area
with SVHS.  When did you come to

Spring Valley, what are some of your
favorite memories, did you own a
business in the area, do you have

photos of the area from years ago?
Email your ideas and thoughts to us at
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com and
we will publish them in the Bancroft

Bulletin. 

Curator's Corner
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian 

DID YOU KNOW…THAT HAIR RECEIVERS AND HAIR ART
WAS POPULAR IN THE 1890’s?

 When I was a little girl I watched my grandmother sit in front
of the dresser mirror and brush her hair every night. She said
a young lady should brush her hair 100 strokes each night to
make the hair oil disperse throughout the hair and give it a
shine. Women would then empty the excess hair out of their
hairbrush, twirl it around ones finger and deposit it in a Hair
Receiver. This was a practice from the Victorian age through
the 1950s. 

Because human hair has qualities that cause it to last for
hundreds, possibly thousands of years and doesn’t decay with
the passing of time, it has been used in art and mourning
jewelry from at least the Middle Ages. However, Queen
Victoria made hair jewelry and mourning jewelry & hair art
popular. In fact, Queen Victoria influenced hair styles,
fashion, and home accessories and everything else during her
reign from June 20, 1837 until her death on Jan. 22,1901, a
period known as The Victorian Era.

Hair Receivers

Article will continue on page 4 
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Rummage Sale
Our next rummage sale will be in the
Spring.  Start collecting your items to

donate and continue to watch for more
information via email and social media. 

 Stay Tuned... 

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Check us out at:

springvalleyhistoricalsociety 

Curator's Corner...continued 
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian 

During the Victorian Era, “Big Hair” was a style and women
would use the collected hair to make RATTS; these were
sheer hair nets that were stuffed full of the collected hair and
then sewn shut. They were used to enhance buns and other
“Big Hair” styles. Human hair was also used to stuff pin
cushions and other small cushions and pillows instead of
feathers.

In addition, collected hair was used to make rings, bracelets
and brooches. Sometimes hair was woven in with precious
metals to make memorial jewelry. This art was made by
artisans and was very expensive and only available to the
upper classes. It wasn’t until the middle of the Victorian
period that instructional guides became available and hair
jewelry became popular with the middle classes.

Human hair was also woven into wreaths and paintings as memorial art and was put on display in the home
in honor of the deceased person.

 The Spring Valley Historical Society has a hair receiver and a hair wreath on display in the Pioneer Room.
Come to the Bancroft Ranch to view these and other fascinating artifacts.

Photo on the
left is of Chris

Pierce with the
new freeway

offramp signs.



Bancroft Bulletin  January/February 2023

The Adobe was dressed for Christmas bearing red and green, Christmas
trees and wreaths; Christmas cookies, cocoa and cider adorned the
goodie table; and guests merrily arrived for the SVHS Annual Holiday
Gathering held Saturday, December 3, 2022. While the rain forecasted
did not appear, the air was quite brisk so we decided on a cozy
gathering indoors.  

We visited over baked goods and warm beverages. Even Lucky, the dog,
nibbled on some yummy treats…Stanley and Graciela thank you for
bringing your sweet friend! And how neat to see life members, Dick and
Alice Snow, who we have not seen in quite a while. (For those not able to
attend, know that you were missed and we hope to see you in the New
Year!)

There was a slight twist on the singing this year…as Harmony Galore is
on hiatus while they work to recruit new members we became the
carolers in our very own Christmas Carol Karaoke and Bingo game!
Individuals battled it out over seven rounds to be the first to yell
“Bingo” and then they got to choose which team would be the next to
“step up to the microphone” for their turn at karaoke. Teams serenaded
the eighteen in attendance with Jingle Bells, Come All Ye Faithful, The
First Noel, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, I Saw Three Ships, and Joy to
the World. And to finish it off, everyone sang “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.”

And we do, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and we look forward to
seeing you in the Happy New Year!
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Annual Holiday Gathering 
by Sarah Moore, VP Programs 

Dick and Alice Snow (left) and
Melissa and Stan Moore (right)

Rob Case (left) and Gary Hagan
(right)

Lucky 

John Moriarty (left) and
Chris Hagan (right) 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

 
$20.00
$50.00

$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or 
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page


