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From the President's Desk...
I am writing my column today, June 21st, to express my concerns
over the financial future of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Over
the past decade we have received unwavering support from the San
Diego County Board of Supervisors Community Enhancement Grant
program. Funds from a portion of the Transient Occupancy (hotel)
Tax are allocated to each Supervisor’s district to be distributed to
eligible non-profit organizations like ours. Each year the appropriated
funds must be distributed by the end of the fiscal year, June 30, 2022.
Sources indicate that each District has posted a list of recipients for
these funds except our District 2. I have emailed and telephoned
District 2 staff to get an update on the status of our CEG proposal as
well as a COVID 19 Relief Grant proposal we submitted in late 2021
but have heard nothing back. Below is the text of an email I sent
today regarding the status of our two proposals.
My name is Robert Case and I am the President of the Spring Valley
Historical Society. Prior to the approval of redistricting for the
County Board of Supervisors in January 2022, our organization fell
entirely within your District 2. On this basis we submitted a County
Enhancement Grant request in November 2021 followed by a separate
COVID Relief Grant request submitted in December 2021.
Despite email and voicemail inquiries about these grant proposals, we
have heard nothing from your office. It is our understanding that the
CEG funds must be dispersed by June 30 and that your office is the
only one that has not distributed all available funds. This is an
extreme hardship for small, all-volunteer organizations like ours who
do our very best to enhance and improve our community but need

2022 SVHS Program Dates
Upcoming 2022 program dates.
Mark your calendar with our
upcoming program dates and plan
to join us!
August 6
October 1
December 3
Programs are held from 3:005:00pm; further details will be
shared in future bulletins, via email,
social media and on our website.
Stay tuned.
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, July 18th at 7pm
via Zoom
Monday, August 15th at 7pm
via Zoom

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Check us out at:
springvalleyhistoricalsociety

support from programs like CEG and COVID Relief to continue the work of preserving our precious heritage.
Please respond to this email and let us know where we stand regarding these two proposals. Thank you.
Please keep in mind that funding from these two proposals is essential for the continued maintenance of the
Bancroft Ranch House Museum as well as the operation of the Society. I can only hope for the best.
Robert Case
President -SVHS
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President
Programs
Ways/Means
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership
Bldg/Grnds Ch
Curatorial Ch
Historian
Publicity
Hospitality
Caretaker
Newsletter

Rob Case
Sarah Moore
Nancy Hagan
Carol Serr
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Chris Hagan
Pat Case
Pat Case
Raquel Veluz
Nancy Hagan
Jim Van Meter
Jessica Moore

619-462-7928
619-994-1749
619-433-9792
619-698-1242

619-550-8482
619-462-7928
619-719-1070
619-469-1480
619-993-1749

Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.
If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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Caretaker's Corner
Hello to all that read this fine newsletter, hope this finds
you all well.
In the last newsletter I had mentioned our efforts to help
reduce the parking, the clutter of cars, and trucks
blocking the street and the mail boxes. New signs have
been put on the street to help stop this ongoing mess. The
County of San Diego Department of Public Works has put
signs up on the north side of Memory Lane that read 'No
Stopping Fire Lane." On the north side of the circle
Terrance, the administrator for the Moose Lodge, put up
four 'No Parking Fire Lane" signs. This has reduced the
parking problem, which has made Memory Lane look
better, uncluttered, and pleasant to experience.
Member Chris Pierce has been and is currently helping
with notifying the needed agencies in regards to signage.
Recently a new County Landmark sign has been put up on
the east bound exit off ramp of 94(10A) to Bancroft Drive.
Thanks Chris!
Walk-in tour visitors on weekends are picking up. On
June 18 the Cub Scout pack 355 toured the museum.
Approximately 19 total scouts and family members had a
nice time and left a generous donation. Thank you pack
355!
The circle, museum grounds, and gardens are doing well.
Summertime is here! As I say the rain seems to be a
Memory here on Memory Lane.
More projects are in the planning stage and we are
moving forward. Thanks to all our volunteers.
See you all at the next meeting!
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter- Caretaker, Director, Raconteur
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2022 - 2023 Officer Election at August Meeting
It's that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate
of officers for our fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022. Here is the
slate of nominees for our upcoming fiscal year. We will be
sending out a notice to vote digitally on Mailchimp. We hope
many members can respond. True, there are no opponents to
any positions, but it is required that we present the ballot to
our members to vote on, due to our non-profit status.

Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays
Margaret Tyler - July 25th
Ann Pooch - July 29th
Don Williams - August 9th
Let us help you celebrate! Send us
your birthday (month and day) via
email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

Board of Directors Slate
President...Rob Case
1st VP - Programs...Sarah Moore
2nd VP - Ways & Means...Nancy Hagan
Secretary...Carol Myers
Treasurer...Carol Serr
Buildings & Grounds...Chris Hagan
Curatorial...Pat Case
Historian...Pat Case
Membership...Carol Serr
Publicity...Raquel Veluz

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the
entrance to the grounds (at gate).
There are a variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to take
more plant donations.

Remembering the Past
For those who live or who grew up in the Spring
Valley area we would like you to share your
memories of the area with SVHS. When did you
come to Spring Valley, what are some of your
favorite memories, did you own a business in
the area, do you have photos of the area from
years ago? Email your ideas and thoughts to us
at Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com and we will
publish them in the Bancroft Bulletin.
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You're invited!
We are preparing for our next program,
our annual summer picnic! And we are
eagerly looking forward to seeing you! We
will barbecue Valley Farms hot dogs, play
some family friendly games, have crafts
for the kids...and that's not all! Trix will be
at the ranch offering pony rides! Plan to
bring the family and spend the afternoon
with us!
Then join us in October for The Story of
Mud at the Bancroft Ranch House
presented by Chris Hagan (Building and
Grounds). This program was originally
scheduled for June 4 but was postponed
due to unforeseen circumstances. We
apologize for any inconvenience and do
hope that you will be able to join us in
October 1! Come ready to get your hands
dirty and to get to know other members
and guests!

Did you Know....
August is Family Fun Month!!!

Membership News
Our membership year begins JULY 1st.
Please make the effort to renew your dues
sooner, rather than later, so you don’t risk
the chance of missing your newsletter with
notices of upcoming program changes and
other news. And get your friends and
relatives to join too! Let us know your birth
date if you would like it posted in the
Bulletin. See the back page application, if
needed.
Your continued support is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.
Carol Serr
Membership Chair
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www.nationaldaycalendar.com

Each year, Family Fun Month is celebrated throughout
the month of August. It is the opportune time to enjoy
family with extra fun and activities.
Make some time this month for family fun.
You may want to:
Order pizza and watch a movie in the backyard...Go
camping...Take a vacation...Go out for ice cream...
Enjoy a backyard campfire...Build a backyard
fort...Family bike ride...Day trip to the zoo...Fishing...
Hiking...Day at the park...Make a talent show...Cook
meals together...Have a karaoke night...Attend the
SVHS Picnic!!!
Use your imagination, spend time together and have
fun!! Post on social media using #FamilyFunMonth to
encourage others to join in.
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Curator's Corner
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian
DID YOU KNOW… The vessel, the Clarissa Andrews had a significant part in the building the Bancroft Ranch
House.
The Clarissa Andrews
The Clarissa Andrews was built in 1831 in Massachusetts. It was a 596 ton, 124 foot 10 inch long vessel with 2
decks and 3 masts. It primarily transported immigrants from Liverpool to Boston. In 1850 it was sold to a San
Francisco firm which used it to transport gold prospectors from New England to California. In 1852 while
transporting passengers and coal from Panama to San Francisco it had 14 passengers and crew members die
during the voyage. The ship was then sold to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company the same year. From that
time on it was anchored off La Playa serving as a coaling station and landing stage in San Diego Harbor. In
1862 a severe storm caused it to break from its moorings and go aground at Ballast Point at the entrance to
the San Diego Harbor.
Ensworth purchased the seasoned lumber from his friend Captain Jacob C. Bogart. Every piece of wood in the
old adobe (including the front doors but not the shingles) was salvaged from the Clarissa Andrews. Solid oak
doors were fastened on the two rooms of the house and wooden floors laid. In one room a trap-door in the
floor opened to reveal a hole dug in the ground. The steps into this “cellar” were a mahogany stairway from
the ship. A second stairway was used in the home as a washstand. (Karna Webster p22)
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

