Bancroft Ranch House Museum
9050 Memory Lane • Built in 1863

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958
National Historic Landmark, 1962
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From the President’s Desk . . .

JUNE 1st PROGRAM

As I write this column the Memorial Day weekend is upon us.
This holiday has come to signify to Americans the beginning of
summer, family Bar-B-Qs, and sunscreen. The winter coats and
umbrellas have been replaced by shorts, T-shirts, and sandals as
people enjoy the lengthening days of San Diego sunshine. But
Memorial Day is more than a bookend to Labor Day to mark the
“summer” months. Just as Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on the
blessings in our lives, Memorial Day is the time to reflect on those
who have gone before us. Not just our forbearers but all those
whose contributions in the past touch our lives in the present. Our
June meeting will celebrate just such a group – the founders and
supporters of the Spring Valley Historical Society over the last 50
years.
Yours truly will narrate “A Brief Stroll Down Memory Lane” – a
nostalgic look at some of the events and people that have shaped
the Society since its’ founding in 1963. Even our street name
“Memory Lane” has special meaning in Spring Valley. It is the
place where the community erected a monument to honor those
who served our country during World War II.
Since 1963 our Society has preserved memories of Spring
Valley and some of these have been on display in our “Spring
Valley in the 1940s” exhibition. Curator Pat Case and the Board of
Directors are now in the early stages of planning the next exhibit
that will feature life and events in our community during the 1950s,
and we are looking for interested volunteers (see notice on page
7).
The Board of Directors and I take the stewardship of the
Bancroft Ranch House and the historical society collections very
seriously but our responsibilities go much further. Not only do we
plan maintenance and enhancement projects on the grounds to
preserve our past, we are also concerned with recent and
contemporary events and people in the community who represent
future history. So I would like to encourage all members near and
far to share memories and memorabilia about your time in Spring
Valley with us for the enjoyment of future Spring Valley-ans. See
you at the June 1st meeting!

SVHS is 50 Years Old!
Happy Anniversary!

Yours truly,
Rob Case

A slide show of our historical society’s
founding and past “movers and shakers”
will be presented as “A Brief Stroll Down
Memory Lane.” We also hope to have
long time members share memories of
how things were in the earlier days of the
society. And we will also be treated with
the presence of former SVHS Board
member Karna Webster who served as
President during the 1970s. Karna is a
historian and the first to author a book on
the history of Spring Valley, back in 1980.
See pages 4 & 5 for more on the society’s
beginnings. None of the initial 48 Charter
society members are with us today. We
lost the last ones, Jean Eskridge and
Evelyn Zabel, last year.

See you Saturday!

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER
June 1

Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

June 17

Board meeting – 7 pm

July 15

Board meeting – 7 pm

July 24

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Pat Case
Curatorial
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
NEEDED
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
Sponsors of this publication can use their
contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number
is 237317982.

Caretaker’s Corner
Praises and Honor for all those that volunteer and support the
Spring Valley Historical Society – Happy 50th Anniversary! Wow.
The War Memorial on Memory Lane will host its annual flag
raising, with a new flag donated by the Barnett family – in honor of
their son Capt. Robert Barnett, an Army helicopter pilot shot down in
Viet Nam in 1969. The ceremony prayer will be given by Rev.
Davidson, retired USMC.
For the past twenty years or so there has been a small remembrance
here on Memory Lane on Memorial Day with a flag raising ceremony.
Flags have been donated by families and friends of veterans.
Memory Lane has been a-buzz with activity – on the heels of
summer and the warm weather. Work parties being arranged now
while the weather is still not so hot. For more info, call Jim. The world
famous Rummage Sale here was postponed due to not enough
rummage. Around the first of May, rummage sale volunteers Vic
Baker, Paul Morales, and I were informed that two of the large
contributions (from families moving) were not going to be available, as
promised. The amount collected throughout the year was only enough
to cover a few tables. Decisions were entertained to hurry and collect
more. We had heard of a couple of people who were going to pass
on their unsold items from the Brookside Neighborhood Sale held May
4 and 5, but that fell through. To hustle and go to all the efforts
needed for so little rummage to be sold we decided to save what we
had for 2014 and have more rummage to offer then. News of the
postponed yard sale to members Richard Schneider and Brita Ferm
(who have donated a lot of good rummage our way for years) was not
to be unnoticed. Knowing that this event is an important fund-raiser
for our group, they donated $750.00 for our “virtual” yard sale. Thank
You Richard and Brita for your donations in the past and for your
generous contribution this year. And Thanks goes out to other
members who have also donated financially.
Groups using the facility here enjoy the grounds and tell others.
We have two book clubs that meet in the Annex monthly. The
Victorian Ladies Society enjoyed having a workshop here to prepare
for their Summer Tea on June 8, at the San Diego Woman’s Club.
The Ladies will return in Sept. for a meeting – I think the 21st, at 9 am.
Contact Lady Alicia for info at 619-282-4926.
Barnyard News Flash: Resident hen “Singing Sara” hatched out a
fine brood of chicks. I hope that most of them are not roosters. There
has been a “donation” of four hens to the barnyard recently; these
hens lay green-shelled eggs. The annual “Relocate a Happy Rooster”
program is in the works. Anyone interested in one of these fine
specimens, please contact Jim. Skunks and squirrels seem to like to
live here even when they are not invited. Mother Nature at her best.
(continued on page 7)

Plants for Sale

Come on by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). We have a variety of plants - at great prices! And we’re always happy to take
more potted plant donations. Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of our property. Just ask Jim,
if you can’t find it.
Vol. 14, No. 6
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2013-2014 OFFICER ELECTION
It’s that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate of officers for our fiscal year
beginning in July 2013. As you know, the same few members have been keeping the
society running for over six years. We really NEED a Ways & Means Chair to organize
fund-raising activities (like the rummage sale). We appreciate all those who are serving on the
Board and encourage other members to step up and join the Fun.

Nominees will be accepted at our June meeting when elections are held.
PLEASE volunteer to serve
Elected Board Positions Slate
President ...................... Rob Case
1st VP - Programs ......... Kathy Viessman
2nd VP - Ways & Means (YOU?)
Secretary ...................... Carol Myers
Treasurer ...................... Carol Serr

Curatorial Committee Chair Pat Case has been putting in a
lot of time refurbishing displays in our museum; she can
always use help. Dolores Woodford has been serving as
our Historian. Our Buildings & Grounds Committee can
always use some additional helping hands.
And we sure could use someone to help bolster the society
with better (more) Publicity.
A Hospitality person is needed to set-up for our programs.
Won’t YOU please serve on the Board??

Our society really NEEDS the support of additional members to serve on the
Board. Please HELP serve the society for the sake of historic preservation.

Renew your Dues in July!
Membership News

“VIRTUAL” RUMMAGE SALE
REPORT

Welcome new member Sandra Leighton!

Due to a limited amount of sale items (and
Jim’s bum leg) we didn’t hold our major fundraiser event this year.
But we strongly
encourage our members to make a monetary
donation to compensate for the loss of this
major income-making event. In recent years,
we’ve typically raised $950-1,100. Any and all
donations appreciated!
Please remember when doing your (late)
spring cleaning, etc. to donate stuff for 2014.
A BIG thanks to members Richard
Schneider & Brita Ferm, Carol Myers, Noemi
Bancroft, and Lynn Whaley for their very
generous monetary donations so far.

Our membership year begins July 1st
Please make the effort to renew your dues
sooner, rather than later, so you don’t risk the
chance of missing your newsletter with notices
of upcoming programs and events. And get
your friends and relatives to join too!
Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
Carol Serr
Membership Chair

Remember, we Always Need DOCENTS to help with giving TOURS
Spring Valley Historical Society
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The Spring Valley Chamber of Commerce (Chamber)
was instrumental in the forming of the Spring Valley
Historical Society (SVHS). The Chamber was organized in
October of 1935 and by January 1936 the members had
initiated a building fund to raise money to purchase
property for their headquarters and a community
meeting place. In July 1940, the Chamber purchased the
3.5 acres that included the “Old Adobe” – as it was called
– paying $1,025.00 at a foreclosure sale. The wooden
Annex building was added to the north side of the adobe
in 1941, and a larger community center was built with
volunteer labor by 1948 (now the Moose Lodge). Many
Chamber members were active in the community, and
many a party and poker game took place at the old
adobe.
Past Chamber President, Bill Doughman*,
instigated the adobe being registered as a California
Historical Landmark (No. 626) in 1958. By 1962, the
adobe was badly in need of repairs. Chamber member
Bill Zabel supervised and performed much of the
restoration work that took place (see photo at right). In
late 1962, the adobe was designated a National Historic
Landmark. In early 1963, things began happening that
would create our historical society.
As the story goes, it was actually during the planning
of a Christmas party in 1962 for the Chamber that
women from the Spring Valley Woman’s Club (SVWC)
started thinking about creating a historical society. In
January of 1963, a newspaper article mentions that
women from the SVWC met at Eileen Smith’s house to
discuss forming a historical society since it had just
become a national landmark. They scheduled another
meeting for February. The San Diego Union reported
that, on March 24, 1963, the adobe was dedicated as the
Bancroft Ranch House Museum and opened to the public
under the supervision of the (yet to be officially formed)
Spring Valley Historical Society. More than 100 people
attended the event and 40 people signed up to become
members of the newly created historical society,
sponsored by the SVWC (interestingly, some of the
names mentioned in the newspaper articles do not
appear on the list of charter members displayed in the
Annex).
The official organizational meeting of the society was
held on April 3, 1963 at the Pals and Gals Clubhouse
located at Goodland Acres Park in Spring Valley (Troy St.).
Eileen Smith was elected by a committee of the SVWC as
Temporary Chairman of the new society. Wilmer B
Shields, of the San Diego Historical Society, shared details
on organizing a new society; SVHS would be the seventh
formed in the County. The first officers of the Society
were: President – Luke Barbour; Vice President – Eileen
Smith; Secretary – Frieda Ralston; and Treasurer – Rolan
Taylor; Betty Seymour Robinson was named publicity
chair and historian. The same four officers remained in
their Board positions for three years. Frieda resigned
from Secretary in 1965 and Evelyn Zabel stepped in to
replace her, serving in this position for nine more years.
Vol. 14, No. 6
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The four elected Board officers remained the same
in 1966 with Ruth replacing her husband as
Treasurer. She was replaced by Karna Webster for
the 1967-1968 membership year (July 1st to June
30). The meeting minutes noted there were 58
members during the 1966-1967 membership year.
Meetings were held once a month.

SVHS introduced itself to the public at its first
program held on May 28th, 1963 at the “Chamber’s
community building on Memory Lane” (apparently
everyone knew where this was back then). The
same article also mentions that the society was
asking for donations of historical artifacts and
information to be used for displays in the museum
(see photo on page 5). Eileen Smith suggested that
one adobe room be used to display California
history while the other should display Indian items.
She served on the Board in various positions for
more than 10 years and her husband Ron helped
with many work parties to maintain the adobe.
In the mid-1960s, the Chamber was having
financial difficulties and was considering the County
taking over the property that included the adobe
and community center. Most of the community
was opposed to this idea. The property mortgage
was $11,000, so something had to be done. Finally,
on January 16, 1967, the Chamber Board of
Directors decided to “negotiate a transfer for half
of the property (the part with the Bancroft Ranch
House) to the Spring Valley Historical Society for $1
and cost of escrow and title transfer.” SVHS
Charter Member Betty Seymour Robinson donated
the one dollar, but the remaining cost of more than
$2,000 took a lot of effort to accrue. Several yard
sales were held at Ethel Koonce’s residence to raise
money. The History Department at Grossmont
College co-sponsored a series of programs,
beginning with a “Westward in Song” presentation
by folk singer Sam Hinton. SVHS Charter Member
(continued on page 5)
Spring Valley Historical Society
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(continued from page 4)

Jean Eskridge contributed a considerable amount by
donating all the proceeds from two of her dance school
recitals. Many donations were made, including from H.H.
Bancroft’s son Philip who gave $250.
When the fee was finally raised, the community was
invited to celebrate the end of the debt at a picnic at the
ranch house on August 20, 1967. SVHS President Luke
Barbour rang the old bell, and with Chamber President
Rosarie Graham, “burned the mortgage.” Unfortunately,
the community center built by the valley residents had to
be sold later that year, eventually becoming owned by
the Moose Lodge.
Numerous people have been very involved with the
Society, many for several decades. Such devotion to
preservation of the valley’s history seems to be more
difficult to find in the community these days. Too many
modern distractions pull people’s attention away from
“the past” – the history that contributed to who they are
and where they live, now.
* Memory Lane was named by Bill Doughman after the Chamber of
Commerce donated land to the County in May 1948 for a new street leading
to the historic adobe. Bill suggested the street name because of all the
memories the area had – the history, the old adobe, as well as the Spring
Valley men who served in the wars.

Photo caption from May 30, 1963 newspaper article:
Spring Valley Historical Society met last night at the S.V. Chamber of
Commerce to kick-off a drive to collection historical artifacts and
documents for the Bancroft Ranch House Museum. The S.V. Society
has begun a membership drive. Those interested in membership are
invited to the Society’s next meeting June 3, 7:30 p.m., at the home of
Mrs. Ronald Smith, 3200 Bancroft. Society members pictured above are
from left to right Mrs. Elizabeth [Betty Seymour] Robinson, historian; Mr.
Luke W. Barbour, president; Mrs. Wilbert [Evelyn] Zabel, whose
husband helped restore the Bancroft museum; and Mrs. Rolan J. [Ruth]
Taylor, district chairman of California History and Landmarks.
[bracket insertions done by Bancroft Bulletin editor]
The caption doesn’t mention the basin metate (grinding stone base)
propped up in front of Luke, and woven basket held by the two women –
both artifacts apparently donated to the museum and still on exhibit in
the Indian Room.

SVHS members enjoying a picnic outing in August 1991 at Luke Barbour’s
home in Descanso, where he re-created a western town. From left to right:
Ruth Taylor (Rolan Taylor, hidden behind Ruth), Luke Barbour, Marguerite
Iles, Frieda Ralston, Al Mooney, and Thelma Lewis – all long time SVHS
members and hard working volunteer.
The town of Descanso (in San Diego’s back-country) has a college
scholarship named after Luke, who was instrumental in the revival of their
Town Hall Association and instituting Descanso Days in 1969, to raise funds
to restore the then 70-year old Town Hall. The fair and parade has become
an annual event held in July.
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Photo caption from August 29, 1963 newspaper article:
Mrs. Eileen Smith, unofficial historian of Spring Valley, tests an ancient
phonograph, a late acquisition for the area’s historical society. The
organization operates a museum in the old Bancroft adobe home, now
a state* landmark.
[ * the newspaper probably meant National Landmark, since the adobe
had been a state one since 1958]
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◊ † EVENTS AROUND TOWN † ◊

Alpine History Day
Sat. June 1 • 11 am – 2 pm

San Diego Antique Bottle
& Collectibles Club

Alpine Historical Society’s Heritage Park
2116 Tavern Road

Antique Bottle &
Collectibles
Show & Sale
Sat. June 8 • 9 am – 3 pm

Bring the whole family to celebrate Alpine’s pioneer
past with good food*, organ concert on the veranda,
historical exhibits, and lots of great raffle prizes.
See the newly acquired 107-year-old buggy; tour their
two pioneer houses; and see a Model T Ford and old
farming equipment.

Al Bahr Shrine Temple
5440 Kearny Mesa Rd.
(Clairemont Mesa Blvd. at SR 163)

* Lunch of chili, salad, bread, drink, and ice cream
sundae may be purchased for $8 adults; $5 children.
For more info, call 619-659-8740
www.alpinehistory.org

General Admission (9 am – 12 pm) $2
“Early Bird” admission at 8am $10
FREE admission after noon
Kids under 12 free (with adult)

Lemon Grove Historical Society
Presents

There will be over 50 sales tables, educational
displays, a raffle & door prizes; free parking.
For more info and location map, see their
website: www.sdbottleclub.org

100 Years of Motorcycling in
Lemon Grove, 1913-2013
Sat, June 8 • 10 am – 4 pm
Lemon Grove Civic Center Park
3185 Olive St.

Spring Tractor Show
& Harvest Fair

The celebration includes a vintage Motorcycle Show &
Swap Meet along with food from Coop’s Famous
West Texas BBQ, the Great Grove Grinder Deli, and
Fruit Mania. There will be door prizes and music.
Prizes will be awarded for historical authenticity as
well as People’s Choice. Great free family event.
The adjacent Parsonage Museum’s current display is
on the history of rodeo in Lemon Grove.
For more info, call 619-460-4353 or
lghistorical@gmail.com

June 15-16
& 22-23
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

50 Acres of All Day Fun!
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in
Vista is holding their annual celebration with
live music & entertainment, hay rides, working
demonstrations of antique equipment (parade
at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts &
crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks,
children's activities, model trains, museum gift
shop.
Admission Adults: $10; 65+ $9; Kids 6-12: $7;
Under 6: Free; $30 for a family of 4. Active
military Free with ID.
See website for more details: www.agsem.com
The museum grounds are located at 2040
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista. More info: 800587-2286.
Vol. 13, No. 6

Old Town State Historic Park
1800s Style 4th of July
Celebration
Wed. July 4 • 11 am – 4 pm
Free, old fashioned celebration in the Old Town Plaza come in your patriotic attire. Enjoy a picnic on the
plaza; 5-cent lemonade & popcorn (additional food
items for sale); family activities throughout the day
(games of skill, egg toss, cakewalk, & pie eating
contest); public parade around the plaza; periodic
canon firings, and raising of the American flag at noon.
For more info: (619) 220-5422.
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(continued from page 2)

In Memoriam

Fire Hydrant project still working its way to
installation process –.progress moving inch by inch.
Thanks to Mary Polk for her sponsorship to maintain
the SVHS web site that webmaster Ed Eberle takes
care of. People searching the internet find our website
and come to visit. Ed has done a great job – thanks
Ed for your continued great work.
A quote from H.H. Bancroft’s Literary Industries
volume, pg. 771: “Keep at hard work too long an old
horse and he becomes worthless, but if care be taken
to lighten his burdens as strength and endurance fail,
he will perform much good service during his latter
days.” There have been times lately that I can relate
to that old horse. Moving forward, in 2013.

Patricia Evans Law
April 16, 1920 - March 29, 2013
Always with a smile on her face, Pat
was ready to go out and have fun.
Originally from Wales, she grew up
in Australia where she met her
husband, an American soldier in
1948. They moved to the Brookside
community of Spring Valley in 1955,
where they raised three daughters.
She retired in 1982 from working in various branches
of the County library. She was a member of the
House of Wales in Balboa Park, and later the House
of England. As a member of various societies,
including SVHS and the Victorian Ladies, Pat had a
very active social agenda. She lit up the room when
she and daughter Meegan Gosseline attended
SVHS meetings. She will be dearly missed. Our
condolences go out to her family.

Hope to see you at our next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur

Petey’s Post
Spring Valley during the 1950s

Hello to all my fans out there and
thanks for the treats.

Continuing on from our 1940s exhibit, plans are in
the works to produce some really nice displays and
exhibits representing the Spring Valley area in the
1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. We hope to collect
your stories about growing up, living or working in
Spring Valley, along with photographs.

Barnyard hens keeping me awake at night lately.
Uninvited guests like those smelly skunks upset the
resident hens and their families. The other day some
nice ladies with treats visited the grounds. They were
looking for Jim; he was busy making dust with a friend
of his over in the back . . . he calls it work. Looks
more like making a mess, to me. So when he arrived
where I was getting treats the women wanted to show
him something. I heard Jim start of rat-tat-tatting,
something about “That is Bancroft’s Dam, built as part
of an irrigation system for the then Helix Farms. The
earthen dam was said to be built in 1909 when Griffing
Bancroft ran Helix Farms. A small creek fed the lake
created by the dam [see info below]. This lake
covered some 25 acres and was said to be 15 feet
deep.” The ladies, excited about what Jim told them,
gave him some pieces of paper, making Jim happy. It
was all too much noise for me, so I found a quiet place
to lie down.

Our next display will be “Spring Valley in the 1950s.”
So please let us know if you have photographs we
could copy and/or if you have any items from that era
that you could temporarily loan us for the display.
You can make this a great exhibit by sending us your
photographs, stories, or a list of items to add to the
display to our Curator, Pat Case via e-mail
case619@cox.net (or our PO Box, on back cover) or
contact her at (619) 462-7928.

Thanks for all the nice treats and tummy rubs.
Come by and give me a scratch or treat
anytime. You will probably find me on the
cool floor of the old adobe.
Oh, and check out my cool Security attire, at right
The backed-up water was called Bancroft Lake. And apparently after heavy rains in 1927, the dam collapsed and the
escaping water caused damage to homes and ranches downstream. Remnants of the dam still exist at the south end of
Fairway Dr. (before it connects with Central Ave.), in Brookside.
Spring Valley Historical Society
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

June 1st Program
Come celebrate your Society’s 50th
Anniversary! Long time members share your memories of the early
days.
New members, learn the
history that got things started.

It’s time to RENEW you Membership Dues
Our membership year begins July 1.
Please renew soon.
Your support is Greatly Appreciated!

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: (

_ )________________

□ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

