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From the President’s Desk . . .
President Rob and First Lady Pat are enjoying a cruise
through the Panama Canal as this newsletter is being
written. So I guess he was having too much fun to get his
message sent to the Editor on time. They won’t be back
until after our October program. We wish them well.

President Rob keeping an eye
on wife Pat at the August picnic,
on a break from manning the
grill.
Picnic attendees enjoyed seeing
the new exhibit Pat created for
our museum.

They are sailing on the Celebrity Millennium ship, as
shown below. The 11-deck, 965 ft. long ship has a
restaurant that contains wooden panels originally from
the RMS Olympic, sister ship to the RMS Titanic. The
panels were preserved when the Olympic was sold for
scrap in 1936.

OCTOBER 6th PROGRAM
San Diego Buffalo Soldiers

9th & 10th (Horse) Cavalry Association
Our October program will be a presentation
by several members of the San Diego chapter
of the famed Buffalo Soldiers. Comprised of
former slaves, freemen, and Black Civil War
soldiers, the Buffalo Soldiers were the first
African-Americans to serve in the U.S. Army
during peacetime.
Camp Lockett, in Campo (San Diego’s back
country), was the last horse cavalry post to be
built for the U.S. Army and the last home of the
Buffalo Soldiers.

See you there!
Attention: Extra food will be needed for our potluck
dinner, as the speakers will be coming to join us for dinner
prior to their presentation. Please bring a little extra to
share. Thanks.

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER

Please remember it is TIME to
RENEW your DUES! *

Thank You
* if you haven’t already done so.
Please check your mailing label for your renewal status.

Oct. 6

Program – 7 pm
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm

Oct. 15

Board meeting – 7 pm

Nov. 19

Board meeting – 7 pm

Nov. 15

Newsletter deadline
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SVHS Officers/Committees
President
Rob Case
462-7928
Programs
Kathy Viessman 465-1830
Ways/Means OPEN
Treasurer
Carol Serr
Secretary
Carol Myers
Carol Serr
Membership
698-1242
Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings)
Maureen Quinn (grounds)
Curatorial Ch.
Dolores Woodford
Historian
OPEN
Publicity
Mary Polk/Jackie Lindeneau
Hospitality
Carol Serr
Newsletter
698-1242
FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com
Caretaker
Jim Van Meter
469-1480
Security
Petey, the wonder dog
st

General meetings are held on the 1 Sat.
of even-numbered months; & Board
rd
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3 Monday of
every month - both held at the Museum
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring
Valley, (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru
Sun. Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking
for people willing to be docents to help with
giving tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly
publication of the Spring Valley Historical
Society. Contributions are welcome and
should be sent to the Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box
142, Spring Valley, CA 91976.
♦♦♦
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this
newsletter are informational in nature and
do not necessarily represent the views or
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the
Society in general.
♦♦♦
If you help sponsor this publication you can
use your contribution as a tax deduction to
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax
ID number is 237317982. Please help us
pay printing or postage costs.

Plants for Sale

Check out the Garden Shop near
the entrance to the grounds (at
gate). There are a variety of plants
at great prices! We’re always happy
to take more plant donations.
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Caretaker’s Corner
Memory Lane had a buzz of activity in September. As we
waltz into October, fans whirring, cool ice drinks, and warm
days are all still part of the routine here. The new museum
exhibit Spring Valley in the 1940s was well received by visitors
and members on Sept. 16. Thanks to all who helped make it a
success. A BIG Thanks goes out to Life members Brita Ferm
and Richard Schneider, of Ocean Beach, who donated the
metal racks that our president adapted to be mobile/moveable
display units. President Rob also constructed display boards
that can be used for other displays here for years to come.
Brita had used the epoxy coated 24" x 60" racks to display her
art work at art shows. A few years ago Brita and Richard
donated the racks to me to use for whatever. They were here
in storage and now have been put to good use, with the
addition of wheels to make the display boards mobile. Very
cool.
Thanks also goes out to Paul Morales who helped me set-up
for the Aug. picnic. And hooray for our new Vice-President in
charge of Programs, Kathy Viessman-Heath. A Big Welcome
and Thank you.
Walk-in tours slowed up a bit; the muggy weather here has
been challenging for all. Events coming up this month start off
with the Mon. Oct.1 meeting of The Presenters Book Club, at 9
am to 12 pm. Sat. Oct. 20th is the Victorian Ladies Society
Garden Tea at 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. This event has great tea,
desserts, fancy hats, and many Victorian dresses parading
around. For more info, contact Lady Alicia 619 285-4926.
Mon. Oct. 22 is the Bancroft Book Club meeting here at 9:45
am to 1:45 pm.
Daylight Saving Time comes to an end at 2 am on Nov. 4, so
don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour.
Barnyard News: Great efforts are at work and are working. Hot
diddly! Habanero peppers are discouraging the pesky squirrels
around here. Building & Grounds are preparing to conduct a
work party to install mesh screen in the crawl space and entry
stairs at the Annex building to keep the varmints out.
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.
Yours faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur
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August Picnic Review

Membership News

The weather was perfect as 56 SVHS
members and guests enjoyed fellowship at
this year’s annual picnic (see photos on
page 4). Valley Farm Market* generously
donated a case of quarter-pound hotdogs!

Welcome to NEW members:

Jeff Smith
Haven “Bob” Putnam
Glenn & Jovanni (son) Caraway

Our raffle chairman, Dolores Woodford,
sold a record $130 of raffle tickets! Thanks
to the generous donations of beautiful
produce, cookies, baked bread, hand-made
vintage crocheted afghans, scrubber balls,
and a cornucopia - our Country Fair Auction
raised an additional $94.

Our membership year for 2012-2013 began
July 1st and all but 12 of our membership
have renewed! Now we just need to get
these folks to RENEW. Please check the
address label on this newsletter for your
membership status – if it reads “EXPIRED”
then please make the effort to renew your
dues sooner, rather than later. You can
bring your payment to our Oct. meeting.
Thank you! ☺
– Carol Serr
Membership Chair

Thanks to all who helped** make this
a wonderful event!!
* Valley Farm Market has been serving Spring Valley since
1956, located at 9040 Campo Rd. at the intersection with
Bancroft Dr., right off Hwy 94.
** Including those who helped Jim set-up (Paul Morales)
and clean-up (including guests Rebecca Coiner, Pat
Scriminger & spouse Johnny, along with Rob Case).

SVHS Museum Open House
Held for New
Spring Valley in the 1940s Exhibit

New SVHV Programs Chair
Welcome to our new Programs Chair, elected at
our June meeting. Kathy Viessman, a SVHS Life
member and past President of the Spring Valley
Woman’s Club, already has someone lined up for
our February 2, 2013 program.
If you have suggestions for programs our
members would enjoy, or would like to present a
program for our membership, please let her know.
Contact her at: 619-465-1830.

An Open House reception was held Sept. 16th for
our new exhibit in the Annex room of our
museum. The exhibit has displays on how the
rural community of Spring Valley fared in the
1940s with the onset of war. There are stories of
SVHS members in the military on the frontlines
and the Pacific arena; how folks on the home front
dealt with rationing, had victory gardens; and
coped through the transformations that took place
in our country.

We Love Donations!

A Big Thanks to Pat Case for all her hard work
(along with our President’s help) creating and
setting up our new Spring Valley in the 1940s
display! Her friend Pat Scriminger made and
donated the display banner.

A Big thank you to Mary Polk for her generous
$200 donation, and the additional donations
from her son-in-law Steve, members Tom
Blaettler, Vee Smith, and the Caraway’s, and
$25 from an anonymous donor. Every donation
helps us keep the museum open and running.

Make sure to come by and see the results. And
don’t forget to share your own experiences with
us, so they can be recorded for posterity. There
are forms you can fill out to give to Pat to add to
the notebook of memories.
Spring Valley Historical Society

We also thank Supervisor Dianne Jacob for
awarding SVHS $3,000 in County Community
Enhancement grant money this year.
-3-
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Photos courtesy of Bob Cederdahl

Super raffle ticket seller Dolores making a sale.

President Rob gets the
dogs cooking.

Chows on! Food looks great!

Mary Polk chats with Colleen & Dick Fleet, Mr. & Mrs. S.V. 2004.

Dig in! Mitch & Kathy Heath enjoying the good food.
Maureen Quinn & Ron Stahl at back end of table.
Guests Pat Scriminger & Johnny enjoy the picnic with Mary Serr.
Charlotte Wilson & Bob
Cederdahl having a
grand time.
Thanks for the great
photos Bob!
Chamber of Commerce Tina
Carlson (at right) & her
guest, with Earl Hem and
Coelene Constant in back.
Vol. 14, No. 2
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7th Annual

Passport Through Time
Road Trip & Poker Run

along Historic Highway Routes 80 & 94
Sat. Oct. 20 • 8 am – 2 pm
A great turn out at our August picnic – enjoying the great
weather, lovely breeze, wonderful fellowship, and yummy food.

Our wonderful Caretaker extraordinaire, Jim Van Meter cutting
his 35th anniversary cake at the August picnic. What would
SVHS do without Jim? He protects our grounds with such
passion and has so much accumulated knowledge of the area.
He is truly irreplaceable, and we sure don’t want him to ever
leave the ranch. THANK YOU Jim, for all you do for SVHS!

COPY-IT
BUSINESS CENTER

Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr.
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm;
(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint)
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm
Phone: 619-698-7000;
Fax: 619-698-5000
A great place for all your printing,
Email: info@copy-it.com
copying, shipping needs, and more.
Website: www.copy-it.com
Spring Valley Historical Society
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Get out your jalopy or roadster for this fun
road trip. The adventure starts at Simpson’s
Nursery in Jamul (13925 Campo Rd.) and
heads east on Hwy 94 stopping at 16 “pit
stops” of interest and returning via Hwy 80.
Stops include Barrett Jct. Café, Potrero
General Store, Stone Store Museum in
Campo, Campo Diner, Motor Transport
Museum (Campo), Wiseria Candy Cottage in
Boulevard, Live Oak Springs Resort, Golden
Acorn Casino, Tryyn Wooden Spoon Gallery
(Guatay), Hilltop Supply Co. (Guatay),
Descanso Mercantile, Albertson’s (Alpine),
Oak Creek RV Resort (El Cajon),
Marechiaro’s
Italian
Restaurant,
and
Downtown Café (El Cajon). Six are “poker
stops” (whatever that means). Participants
purchase a Passport, get it stamped at each
Pit Stop you visit, and receive an opportunity
drawing ticket for each stop. Prizes will be
drawn for at the end of the run.
One passport cost $15 if you pre-register; $5
for each additional passport. If you register
the day of the event, price is $20. An
additional $10 gets you a 1-year
membership in the Historic Highway 80
Corp. – an organization that promotes the
awareness and visitation to historic old US
Route 80 (the original route from San Diego
to Yuma, AZ before Interstate 8 replaced it).
Proceeds benefit the Historic Highway 80
Corp.
For more info, call 619-445-0180 or see the
Historic Highway 80 website:
www.HistoricHighway80.org
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◊†

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

†◊

La Mesa Historical Society’s
Historic Home Tour
Sat. Nov. 3 • 10 am - 3 pm

English High Tea at the Lee
The Lemon Grove Historical Society’s

Annual October Autumn Tea
Sat. October 14 • 2 – 4 pm
at the historic H. Lee House
3205 Olive St., Lemon Grove

RSVP soon for this popular event – it is first come,
first served, and seating is limited to 30.
Cost is $23 per person.
Send your reservation for tickets, including your
name, contact info, and number of tickets to:
LGHS, PO Box 624, Lemon Grove, CA 91946
For more info: 619-460-4353 or lghistorical@gmail.com

Don’t Forget to
set your clock Back
One Hour
on Sun. Nov. 4th

La Mesa’s 7th annual tour highlights six historic
homes in the Date Ave. Historic Dist., including a
Tudor-style, two Craftsman style, a Spanisheclectic home by noted regional architect Alberto
Treganza, and a prominent home showing the
influence of Frank Lloyd Wright.
Since parking is limited at most of the home sites
participants on this self-guided tour are encouraged
to use free shuttle buses loading at the northeast
corner of Allison and Date avenues, near City Hall.
Strollers and sharp-heeled shoes are not allowed in
the houses, and the houses are not ADA
accessible.
Non-LMHS member tickets are $20 for age 10 and
older; or $18 for advance purchase (before Oct. 28)
by calling: 619-465-1883.
www.lamesahistory.com/events.html

12th Annual

36th Annual Fall Tractor Show
October 20-21 & 27-28

Fall Back Festival

50 Acres of All Day Fun!

Sun. Nov. 4 • 11 am - 4 pm
5th Ave. & Island Ave.

9:00 am - 4:30 pm

The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum,
in Vista, is holding their annual celebration
with live music & entertainment, train, wagon
&
hay
rides,
potato
race,
working
demonstrations of antique equipment (parade
at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts &
crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks,
children's activities, model trains, museum gift
shop. This year the event will showcase the
175th anniversary of the John Deere Co.
Admission Adults: $10; 65+ $9; Kids (6-12):
$7; Under 6: Free.
See website for more details: www.agsem.com
The museum grounds are located at 2040
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista. More info: 800587-2286.
Vol. 14, No. 2

Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical
Foundation, this educational event “falls back”
(along with our clocks) into San Diego life in the
late 1800s. There will be some 30 booths of
activities,
western
music,
blacksmith
demonstrations, pony and wagon rides, gold
panning, antique farm equipment, pumpkin
decorating, pie & ice cream eating contests,
free food for kids (under 12), and much more!
The kids absorb history simply by observing and
participating. Rain or shine, the event will
happen.
Admission is Free, but some activities may have
a nominal fee. For more info: 619-233-4692, or

gaslampquarter.org/fallback
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La Mesa Historical Society’s
A Step Back in Time Display

Petey’s Post

The historical society’s McKinney House
museum is featuring a new display of old time
toys and games – from checkers, jacks,
marbles, spinning tops, tiddlywinks, tin wind-up
toys, and many more to awaken your memory.
The toys are displayed in a classroom setting
accompanied by old photos of students from
Allison St. School and La Mesa Grammar
School, taken between 1910 and 1929. Perhaps
you will recognize a relative.
Bring your
children, grandchildren, neighbors, and friends
to share a Step Back in Time.

Hello to all my fans out there!
Thanks for all the treats. Been trying to stay cool
here spending my time resting on the cool floor of
the old adobe. I notice resident hens resting a lot
in the shade of the palm trees with this warm air
around so much. I rest when I can so that when
guard dog duty arises, I’m ready for action.
I was awakened, while taking a snooze, by the
voice of my old buddy Jim talking to visitors about
water. Ahhhh, cool spring water. "As Helix Farms
continued to plant more trees the need for water
became a needed resource" Jim told them. Jim
went on to say “Bancroft's son Griffing returned to
San Diego in 1899 at the age of 20. He had just
graduated from Harvard and came to San Diego
to practice law. He was admitted to the bar in
1901 and managed real estate for the family in the
San Diego area. In 1909, he started planning to
build a dam and put in a lake over that hill from
here” Jim said. My buddy Jim was just getting
started to talk about Griffing and his efforts here
on Helix Farms, when some more visitors arrived.
I knew then my nap time was over, and I moved
out of the old adobe and joined the resident hens
in the shade. More stories to come...

The museum, at 8369 University Ave., is open
1-4 pm on the 2nd & 4th Sat. of every month.
Call 619-466-0197 for more info or

www.lamesahistory.com

Preserving Memories

Well, stop by and give me a scratch or
a treat. I will be on the cool floor of the
old adobe.

Did you grow up in Spring Valley?
Did your parents?
Any type of documentation of your family’s
life in the valley is important to preserve. So
please remember to donate photos, letters,
diaries, and other historic memorabilia to
SVHS so this information is not lost as a part
of the community’s history. Or you can also
loan them to our museum – we will scan the
photos or documents and return the original to
you.
Thank you for helping to
Preserve the Past.
Spring Valley Historical Society

* the area behind Griffing’s dam is called Brookside today.
The creek ran down what is now Fairway Drive. Remnants
of the earthen dam are still visible just northwest of where
Fairway Dr. intersects with Central Ave.

Happy
Thanksgiving
Nov. 22nd
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org

Our Oct. 6th program will be presented by members
of the San Diego Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers.
Our membership year began on July 1.

Time to RENEW you Membership Dues
If your address label below
Reads “EXPIRED”

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.* Thank you.☜
Membership Application / Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

Annual Dues:
Individual
Family (2 adults + kids)
Organization
Sustaining
Student (under 22 yrs)

$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$35.00
$5.00

Life Member (1 individual)

$150.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself!
or mail to:
SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P O BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY CA 91976

NAME:______________________________________________________________ DATE:

_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ ZIP:__________-_______
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE: ( _ ) ________________
*I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)

□

AMOUNT:

DUES $____________

and/or

CONTRIBUTION $ _______________

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH: ______Work Parties ______ Giving Museum Tours
______Serving on Board ______Rummage Sale ______ Other:___________________________

