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From the President's Desk...

2022 SVHS Program Dates

I want to start out by saying “Thank You” to the Board, the members,
and the volunteers whose efforts made for a truly memorable picnic
at our August meeting. We had a tremendous turnout who all enjoyed
the family-friendly fun and games. More details are in the Bulletin.

Upcoming 2022 program dates.
Mark your calendar with our
upcoming program dates and plan
to join us!

As you may know, our Community Enhancement Grant (CEG) request
for 2021-2022 was not accepted by 2nd District Supervisor Joel
Anderson’s office on the grounds that Spring Valley was no longer in
his boundaries due to redistricting that took effect in mid-January.
CEG is the single most important source of funding for the Spring
Valley Historical Society and is used to pay for things like liability
insurance and utilities. Fortunately, a generous donation is helping to
bridge the loss of CEG funding for this year.

October 1
December 3

The Board has turned its attention to the 2022-2023 grant cycle. The
Spring Valley community is represented by two Supervisor districts:
District 1 (Nora Vargas) encompasses the southern portion while
District 4 (Nathan Fletcher) covers the remainder. It is our intention
to submit CEG requests to both offices. Naturally, funding operational
expenses is the highest priority. Additional major expenses include
replacing the south side of the adobe roof and maintaining our treetrimming schedule. If you can think of anything else that would
benefit the Society, please let me or another Board member know.

Programs are held from 3:005:00pm; further details will be
shared in future bulletins, via email,
social media and on our website.
Stay tuned.
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, September 19th at 7pm
via Zoom
Monday, October 17th at 7pm
via Zoom

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Lastly, to give our grant requests the best possible chance for
approval, the Society needs to create a close working relationship
with District 1 and 4 personnel. If any of you have a connection to any
staff at either District or would like to assist preparing the proposals,
please let the Board know.
That’s all for this column. Stay cool if you can.
Rob Case

Check us out at:
springvalleyhistoricalsociety

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the
entrance to the grounds (at gate).
There are a variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to take
more plant donations.
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Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.

Caretaker's Corner
I’m so glad to share good news with all who read this fine
newsletter. All our efforts to reduce clutter, trash, illegal
dumping, parked cars, and trucks here on Memory Lane
are showing signs of success. A constant effort it
seems,which is needed here. Memory Lane looks much
improved with less clutter, cars, and trash.
Museum visits on the weekends have been constant
through the summer. More advertising with our website,
Facebook and Instagram has been a great help.
Members, Joe and Susan Valentino, hosted a barbeque at
their shop here at 9055 Memory Lane. They are members
of the early Ford V-8 Club. A lot of beautiful cars and club
members showed up for the event. Later the group toured
the Museum and the grounds. Most of the group had
never been here and were happy they came, leaving some
generous donations. A few of the group mentioned that
they had visited here during our rummage sales.
The circle, museum grounds, and gardens are looking as
well as can be. The patching and painting of the Native
American room in the Adobe has been completed. Pat
Case, our curator, has been putting together some new
displays for the room. More projects are in the planning
stage and moving forward. Thanks to all our volunteers.
Big thanks to all who have donated their time and money
to help.
See you all at the next meeting!
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter- Caretaker, Director, Raconteur

If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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Curator's Corner
by: Pat Case, Curator/Historian
DID YOU KNOW…Pioneer Room
JUDGE AUGUSTUS S. ENSWORTH

Celebrations!!

The Preemption Act of 1841 was established by Congress in an
attempt to open up federal lands to settlers.
May 28, 1863- Judge Augustus Ensworth filed a preemption
claim on the land around the spring and recorded the claim the
following day at the San Diego County Record’s Office. He
purchased 160 acres (at $1.25 an acre) surrounding the San
Jorge waterhole. Ensworth constructed an adobe ranch house
(18ft x 32ft.) to fulfill the preemption requirements that he
improve the land. He built a two-room house but only one
room was to live in. The other room (Kumeyaay Room) was a
room to tend livestock and milk cows in. The adobe walls are
24 inches thick and were made from adobe bricks that were
processed on the property. Wood was scarce so Ensworth
salvaged wood from the Clarissa Andrews, a ship that was
wrecked on the rocks at Ballast point in 1862. The salvaged
wood was used on everything except the flooring and the
shingles used on the roof.

Member Birthdays
Sarah Moore - October 7th
Let us help you celebrate! Send us
your birthday (month and day) via
email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

In the floor there was once a trap door that led to a space under
the floor. Wood steps from the Clarissa Andrews were used to
get into the storage area. The area was probably used for cool
storage of food. The only artifact that was found under the trap
door was a candle stick with a drip tray (on display today in the
Pioneer Room).
This room was not used as a kitchen. Because of fire hazard a
self-standing shed or outbuilding was where the cooking was
done. The shed was often moved around the ranch as needed.
Rufus K. Porter bought the adobe on Nov. 10, 1865. He arrived
with his wife Sophia and daughter Rufina. Porter made
improvements to the adobe over the next few years. Porter
expanded the reservoir and added a kitchen and dining room
on the west end of the adobe and two bedrooms on the east
end. The dining room served as a sitting room where the
Porters could feed and entertain guests.

The old trunk is from the 1850’s and was
filled with quality linens and clothes.

(Continued on page 5)
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Annual Financial Report July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022
Carol Serr - Treasurer

Membership News
Our membership year began JULY 1st. Please
make the effort to renew your dues sooner,
rather than later, so you don’t miss your
newsletter with notices of upcoming program
changes and other news. And get your friends
and relatives to join too! Let us know your
birth date if you would like it posted in the
Bulletin. See the back page application, if
needed.

Remembering the Past
For those who live or who grew up in the
Spring Valley area we would like you to
share your memories of the area with SVHS.
When did you come to Spring Valley, what
are some of your favorite memories, did you
own a business in the area, do you have
photos of the area from years ago? Email
your ideas and thoughts to us at
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com and we will
publish them in the Bancroft Bulletin.

Vol. 23, No. 5

Your continued support is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.
Carol Serr
Membership Chair
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Curator's Corner...continued
Porter also constructed a barn, a wagon shed, rooms for the hired help, chicken coops and other buildings. He
dragged rocks from Cactus Hill and made a stone corral near his adobe house. He also made irrigations troughs
to carry water from the spring to the reservoir. The house had a white picket fence around it and all four sides
had a gate. Each gate had a chain with a cannonball attached to it so that the gate would shut itself. (Hidden
Heart of Spring Valley p33)
During WWII a canteen was set up in this room for servicemen in the area. At this time the United States Army
established a camp in Eucalyptus Park. The round table in the Annex still has burn marks when one night
things got out of hand and the table caught on fire. The adobe was also used for Spring Valley Rifles, a
California State Militia which met and drilled at the adobe. The adobe was also where the Spring Valley
Chamber of Commerce met after being established Oct. 8, 1935.
The Pioneer Room is filled with antiques that represent what the ranch might have looked like from 18801900s. Items of interest include the crazy quilt, treadle sewing machine, spinning wheel, old trunk, kerosene
lamp, vintage clothing.
Most of the photos around the room are of the Bancroft family.

The fireplace was not built with the house
and does not have a real chimney. The
chimney was added later and is a sheet of
galvanized tin, lined with lead and has
bullet holes in it. (The fireplace used the
wall as a flume and is unsafe.)

The candle stick with drip tray was the
only artifact found on the property
(under the trap door in the pioneer
room).
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SVHS Summer Picnic: "In Apple Pie Order"*
By Sarah Moore, VP Programs

Down-home fun filled the Bancroft Ranch House grounds at this year's
“Welcome to the Ranch” themed SVHS Annual Summer Picnic!
Fifty-six attended and participated in festivities including an Ox Ring
Toss, Corn Hole, and a Photo Booth. The kids went hog wild for the Who
Laid the Egg Hunt. And, of course, their favorite was Trix, the pony! They
could not get enough of the pony rides; I heard one of them say how
they’d ridden 9 times! Thank you Rick for bringing Trix to the picnic and
offering this special treat to the kids in our community!
Good ol’ arts and crafts were also part of the fun! Pat Case, Curator and
Historian, invited attendees to paint rocks for the rock garden that will
be installed on the Ranch House grounds in the coming months. Going
along with the ranch theme, there were also farm animal face masks to
color and barn picture frames to create.
Our summer picnic would not have been complete without a BBQ! Our’s
featured Valley Farm Hot Dogs (mmm mmmm!) grilled by our very own
Gary Hagan. And of course, some chips and cookies to go along with. :)
A special thank you to Michele Sanabria who came early and took
pictures throughout the event! This was such a help and a real
encouragement for us. Thank you Michele for sharing your photography
talent with us. We appreciate you!
All these things added to our picnic and so did YOU, the community;
thank you for coming and making our Annual Summer Picnic such a
success! Y’all come on back now, ya hear!
(Continued on page 7)
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SVHS Summer Picnic: "In Apple Pie Order"
Continued...

Speaking of coming back…we invite you to Save the Dates for the
remaining programs of 2022. October 1 will feature a presentation by
SVHS President Rob Case, “The Archaeology of the Bancroft Ranch
House”** Then join us December 3 for our Annual Holiday Party
featuring the singing group Harmony Galore. Add these to your
calendar. The events won’t be the same if you are not there! :)
*“In apple pie order” is cowboy slang for “in top shape”.
Reference: https://www.thechiefstoryteller.com/2018/12/05/funwith-words-cowboy-slang/
**Please note: The Story of Mud has been put on hold; we hope to
bring this presentation to you in early 2023.

The Archaeology of Bancroft Ranch
Program on October 1st
The Bancroft Ranch House has been the location of human
activity for thousands of years. The October program, given by
our own President and professional archaeologist Rob Case, will
present an overview of the various cultures that lived here
mixed with anecdotes of his own experiences. Come see some of
the amazing artifacts and hear interesting and sometimes
amusing stories about the Bancroft Ranch House past.
Rob Case received both his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in
Anthropology with emphasis in Archaeology from San Diego
State University. He and his wife Pat have lived in Spring Valley
since 1987.
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

