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From the President's Desk...
I hope that all you who were able to attend the August Picnic had a
good time, I know I did. Mother Nature blessed us with a warm (not
hot) afternoon accented with gentle breezes. It was amazing to see so
many new faces mixed in with Society members. We had a total of 63
people come to the picnic and I personally want to thank all of you for
being there. You made the reopening of the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum a huge success.
Also contributing to the success were members of the Board and
volunteers who planned, prepared, organized the special
presentation by the San Diego County Spinners, and handled the
publicity. A very special thank you goes to our new Grill Master Gary
Hagan; the quarter pound all beef hot dogs were cooked to perfection.
The presentation by the San Diego County Spinners was quite a
contrast to previous August picnics where we auctioned off
vegetables, fruit and handmade items. They have participated in Back
to Back competitions where each team has to shear a sheep, process
the wool, spin it and knit a garment as fast as possible. It was
fascinating to hear the stories and see the process right in front of us.
Thank you to the San Diego County Spinners for sharing your passion
with us.
Looking ahead, we have a program scheduled for the next general
meeting on October 2nd depending on the status of the pandemic. If
the Delta or other variants of the Coronavirus are still out of control,
we may have to resort to holding the meeting on Zoom. We will keep
you posted as we get closer to October.
Robert Case
President, SVHS

2021 SVHS Program Dates
Our upcoming programs will be held
in person at the Bancroft Ranch
House. Please follow us on Facebook
and watch your email for
announcements.
Mark these 2021 dates on your
calendar and plan to join us:
October 2, 2021
Time: 4pm
Hector Valtierra
"The Natural History of Spring
Valley and the Sweetwater River"
More information on Page 3
December 4, 2021
Time: TBA
Holiday Party
We look forward to seeing you in
2021!
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Monday, September 20th at 7pm
via Zoom
Monday, October 18th at 7pm
via Zoom
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Nice to see everyone at the in-person program and picnic.
Thanks to all of the volunteers who helped buy all the
supplies, set up the event, and cleaned up afterward.

619-550-8482
619-462-7928

The Museum is open 1-4pm Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
Signs are up in the Museum stating that people need to
wear their masks.

619-719-1070
619-469-1480
619-993-1749

Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

General meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him.
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.
DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.
If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.
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Caretaker's Corner

There are free masks available and hand sanitizer. Social
distancing and a limited number of visitors in the
museum rooms is being implemented. I am cleaning the
museum and grounds and doing all that is required to
have a safe as possible Museum for all visitors and staff.
The circle on Memory Lane and the neighboring property
to the north (Moose Lodge property) is looking its best.
It’s been cleaned up and the weeds have been removed
thanks to Building and Grounds Chris Hagan and crew.
Guidelines and restrictions set forth by County and State
are in place. Walk-in weekend tours are increasing.
We are still collecting rummage and money donations.
The new Memory Lane street sign is still in the process of
being installed.
A new State landmark sign (north bound on Bancroft ) is
also still in process of being installed.
The cars that park and clutter up the end of Memory Lane
are gone.
Try and visit the Museum to see all the new projects that
have been completed this past year.
Hope to see you all at the next program!
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker, Director, Raconteur
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Ranch House Updates...
If you attended the August 7th picnic and program then you already
know that the new front porch has been completed. It provided the
perfect stage for the San Diego County Spinners presentation.
Another project we hope to complete in the near future is the
addition of a second double gate at the north end of our property.
This will make it much easier to use the parking spaces within the
fenced area. Also the south facing roof of the Adobe is reaching the
end of its life expectancy and will need to be replaced soon.
Fundraising efforts are ongoing and donations are greatly
appreciated to make this happen in the next year. I hope to see you
all at the October general meeting and program.

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the
entrance to the grounds (at gate).
There are a variety of plants at great
prices! We're always happy to take
more plant donations.

Sincerely, Chris Hagan Building and Grounds Chair

Mark Your Calendar for Our Next Program!!!!
Saturday, October 2, 2021
4pm: Social Hour
5pm: Presentation by Hector Valtierra
The Natural History of Spring Valley
and the Sweetwater River.

SVHS Notices
DONATIONS:
Thanks to all the generous
members who have donated to our
Building & Grounds Maintenance
Fund either by check or through
our GoFundMe page. You can
donate by going to the following
webpage:
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en
/campaign/spring-valley-historicalsociety-building-repair-fund

Summary of talk:
The natural history and geography of Spring Valley is rich with
biodiversity. As the Sweetwater River flows from the Cuyamaca
Mountains to the San Diego Bay, the river provides sustenance to
people, plants, and animals. Despite some endangered species, new
ways to encourage young and old alike to engage nature while
enhancing their experience of the natural world will continue to
allow nature to thrive at the rural-urban interface. If you would like
to Zoom this event please email Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.
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Scroll down to the lower left and
click on the photo of the Adobe to
get in.
Thank you!
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Annual Summer BBQ Returns
by Sarah Moore, VP Programs

Blessings were abundant as our Annual Summer BBQ returned this
year on Saturday, August 7, 2021.
Though the pandemic is on-going, the case rates this summer were
down enough making it possible to hold small gatherings outdoors.
And the Bancroft Ranch House grounds provided the perfect
setting.
Temperatures the week before the event were in the 90s and the
humidity was something else. But the day of the event saw cooler
temperatures that made it comfortable and enjoyable to assemble
in the shade of the Pepper trees.
We did make slight adjustments to the BBQ menu; rather than
having a potluck where side dishes were provided by attendees, all
food was provided by the Spring Valley Historical Society in
individual, single-serve packaging. The hot dogs, purchased from
Valley Farm Market, were a hit once again this year. As guests made
their way through the food line, I often heard them remark
“Wow...that’s quite the hot dog!” And they were delicious too--my
family went and bought some for our next backyard BBQ!
After our meal we were treated to a presentation by Margaret Tyler
and the San Diego County Spinners. Margaret shared about the
history of the group’s participation in the International Back-toBack Wool Challenge. Their process of making a sweater, from
shearing the sheep to preparing the wool to knitting and
assembling the sweater was completed in 7 hours and 52 minutes
making them the international event winners in 2019. As Margaret
presented, Spinners’ members Erin Grassi, Liz Jones, Corie Julius,
and Bernardita Osorio demonstrated their talents in spinning and
knitting. Those in the audience were amazed at the coordination
involved yet for the spinners it comes as second nature.
In all sixty-three people attended the event. How wonderful it was
to see each and every one in person; I think we were all ready for a
little face time! You all made this a wonderfully successful event.
Thank you to all those that helped with set-up and take-down,
Chris Pierce for recording and making Zoom available, Jessica
Moore, Melissa Moore, and Avery Cisco for helping with the
handmade sales table, all who made purchases and donations
supporting SVHS and cancer research, Chris Hagan for helping our
presenter assemble her materials for display, Gary Hagan for his
BBQ expertise, and our presenters the San Diego County Spinners!
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- Ranch House Yard Sale Fundraiser to Support the Spring Valley Historical Society
New treasures await you...tools, craft supplies, antiques, toys,
household goods, and much more...
October 9th and 10th
- and October 16th and 17th
Saturdays from 8am - 4pm with a BBQ from 11am - 1:30pm
Sundays from 8am - 3pm
- THE YARD SALE AND BBQ IS A CASH ONLY SALE -

Curator's Corner
DID YOU KNOW...THE PORTER RANCH
by Pat Case, Curator

Celebrations!!
Member Birthdays
Bruce Hagan - September 9th
Sarah Moore - October 7th
Let us help you celebrate! Send us
your birthday (month and day) via
email to
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

SVHS is Now on Instagram!
Check us out at:
springvalleyhistoricalsociety

July 31, 1865-Rufus K. Porter bought the ranch for $400.00 from
Ensworth. Porter, wife Sophia, and daughter, Rufina, moved to the
adobe ranch.
They were the only settlers in the valley and the adobe was the
only structure in all of Spring Valley. The hills around the adobe
were covered with brush and cactus. A few trees grew along the
spring and creek bed.
Rufus Porter built a well, a windmill and a water basin next to the
adobe to improve the property. The Porters planned to raise stock
and have a dairy business.
The ranch became profitable and Porter began selling eggs, milk,
and cheese to the Morse general store in Old Town. Because of the
military units based around San Diego there was a large demand
for dairy products with little competition.
The Porter family lived on the ranch for 21 years and then Porter
sold his 515 acres to Hubert Howe Bancroft in 1885.

Remembering the Past
For those who live or who grew up
in the Spring Valley area we would
like you to share your memories of
the area with SVHS. When did you
come to Spring Valley, what are
some of your favorite memories,
did you own a business in the area,
do you have photos of the area
from years ago? Email your ideas
and
thoughts
to
us
at
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
and we will publish them in the
Bancroft Bulletin.

Continued on page 7
Vol. 22, No. 8
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Membership News
Welcome New Members:
Jack White
Doug Tresser
Bruce Hagan
Kathie Bauer
Joan Forbes - Life member!
Dolores Woodford - upgraded
to Life member!
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Our membership year began JULY 1st. Thanks to all who have renewed
your membership! For those who have not yet done so, please make the
effort to renew your dues sooner, rather than later, so you don't risk
the chance of missing your newsletter with notices of upcoming
program changes and museum reopening news. And please get your
friends and relatives to join too!
Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Thank you
Carol Serr - Membership Chair
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Curator's Corner Continued
DID YOU KNOW...THE PORTER RANCH
RUFINA AUGUSTA PORTER
Rufina was 11 years old when the Porter family moved to Spring Valley. She had many
chores she was responsible for on the ranch. Rufina described a typical working day in
“Our Hills and Valleys” p.31.
RUFINA DESCRIBED A TYPICAL DAY ON THE FARM

She would have to round up the 35-40 milk cows twice daily; to do this she would ride her horse up to Lookout
Mountain (later named Dictionary Hill). From the top of Lookout Mountain you could see the whole valley and
where all the cows were that she needed to round up. Also from here you could see the harbor and check if the
steam ships were in port that brought goods into San Diego. Rufina rounded up the milk cows and herded
them into the stone corral behind the adobe.
“Go to the corral to milk 35 to 40 cows, then straining all the milk into pans, getting breakfast, after that, my job
was to wash dishes, also wash a dozen or so milk pails, 30-40 milk pans that the mother had skimmed the
cream from. The pans were washed in soapy water then rinsed in hot, dried and put in a rack nailed to the
picket fence. Every other day there was churning to do. The butter worked over and made into rolls, covered
with cloth. Yes, we worked about 16 hours out of 24. When I wasn’t inside I was outside pulling weeds—helping
make fences or whatever there was to be done, and there was always plenty.”
Oct. 23, 1936 Rufina also wrote… We had everything to eat, and plenty of it. We bought pickles by the keg,
crackers by the box, sugar by the barrel, flour by the barrel. Golden syrup by the 5 gallon keg, better than any
syrup one can buy now. There were big hogs killed and mother made the pork into all kinds of eatables. Plenty
of butter, milk, cheese, chickens, eggs, fruit and vegetables. Always bread, pies, cookies, doughnuts on hand.
Prickley Pear pie was a specialty. (Karna Webster ``The Hidden Heart of Spring Valley” p32)
Pictures and this story can be found on the bulletin board in the breeze way of the Bancroft Ranch House. The
2nd room of the Bancroft adobe was where they milked their cows, which is now the Kumeyaay Room today.

STAY TUNED....the recipe for Prickley Pear
Pie will be in the next edition of the Bancroft
Bulletin.
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SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30
Annual Dues:
Individual
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

$20.00
$50.00
$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Address: ________________________________________________ Zip: ______________-________
E-mail: ________________________________________________ Phone: (____) ________________
Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________
* I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed).
Amount: DUES $_____________

and/or CONTRIBUTION $_____________

Please contact me for help with: Work Parties _____
Serving on Board _____

Rummage Sale _____

Giving Museum Tours _____
Other ____________________________________

